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D Senate presidency, Sen- 34, has been longing for a child and would have. 
ate President Franklin. wanted to celebrate Mother's Day on Sunday with 


Drilon and Sen. Manuel. a baby in her arms. 
“Manny” Vilar Jr. should Lice Roc 1EW S | Raymundo has been marred fortwo years but 
not discount the votes of CHE 
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°шо ° Senators 
Military, Reds linked =, 
says Drilon 


e. 
By Juliet Labog Javelin, 
Christine О, Avendaño 
and Philip C. Тибета 


ONTHEEVE OF A MALACANANG 

initiative to mobilize support for a 

legislative agenda that includes 

But Raz on Charter change, the Senate an- 
nounced it would oppose a House 

proposal to transform Congress in- 


Says no Bee poe M 


mode of amending the Constitu- 


sign of gov't E trus кыйы ki 

© Drilon yesterday said the Senate 

‘would reject a House attempt to 

crackdown push for a constituent assembly 

; d "with the two chambers voting as 

one to achieve the objective, in- 

By Luige A. del Puerto stead of voting separately as the 
upper chamber had insisted. 


A POLICE TASK FORCE Н 4 s Drilon dismissed the statement. 


on Sunday of Sen. Miriam Defen- 
yesterday tagged sol- í sor-Santiago that the Senate 
diers and paramilitary | ` would be abolished by July and 
E E А $ expressed confidence е 

forces as suspects in the Supreme Court would uphold the 
murder of 25 political f У tradition of the Senate and the 
activists, and said 13 у s ees ei E eder 
other killings might г 1 j 4 rir, who has withdrawn 
E. support from President Macapa- 

have been the result of gal-Arroyo, said he would attend 
a purge within the com- E todays meeting of the Legisla- 
i 3 р tive-Executive Development Ad- 
munist ranks. ae visory Council (Ledac) in Mala- 

They were among the 122 cas- : cañang to defend the Senate posi- 
es of killings of political militants t y ? F: tion. 
recorded since 2001 when Presi- E d 3 j m He said calling for a con- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo assumed 7 J Ж, stituent assembly or Con-ass, 
power, according to data released DA Р E е E à was No. 2on the agenda of Ledac, 
to media by the newly created g 5 k which is composed of the Presi- 
Task Force Usig. iai dent and officials of the Cabinet, 

Deputy Director General Aveli- the Senate and the House. 
no Razon dr, task force head, said EARTH BEAUTIES “We are optimistic that politi 
ак he, ding of militant Catherine Untalan (center), newly crowned Miss Phiippines-Eart, is flanked by (from left) Katrina Rigets, Miss Philippines Water; Ginger cal differences ean be momenta 
member was the upshot ofan en. Conejero, Mss hilippines-Air Francis Diane Cervantes, Miss Philippines-Fire, and Reena Sarmiento, Miss Pilippines-Ecotourism. The ily set aside to ensure a produc- 
counter Between government Coronation rites were held Sunday at the UP Theater in Diliman, Quezon City. (See story in Metro, Page AIT. ODELROTON por iud 
forces and the communist New 
ied DARt milit li isting land 
Perot de aml о use military, police vs resisting landowners 

An Ілон tally showed 123 
activists have been killed during 
the five years of the Arroyo presi- 
dency. 

Militant groups have blamed 
government forces for the killing 
of their members while the mili- 
tary has disclaimed responsibility 
saying many of the slain activists 
could have been killed by their 
‘own comrades as part of а new 


=" GMA cuts tariff on crude oil imports Реѕо back 


Asked if his data confirmed al- 


By Blanche S. Rivera. ‘The intervention of the Philip. the DAR in the installation (of theimplementation ofthe CARP_ mga Nagsasariling Lokal na Or- 
pine National Police and the farmer beneficiaries) ап armed The askforceincludes the AFR ganisasyon sa Kanayunan (Unor- 
THE GOVERNMENT IS PRE- Armed Forces of the Philippines resistance of landowners is in- PNB Department of Justice and Ка) said the DAR had asked the 
pared to enlist the police and mili would be sought in “hot spots” or volved,” Undersecretary Bernie the Department of the Interior group to submit a list of provinces 
tary in implementing the Compre- areas where there is strong, even Cruz said in an interview. and Local Government. where landowners were harassing 
hensive Agrarian Reform Program violent, resistance by landowners The DAR is leading an inter- Farmers groups also attended farmer beneficiaries and blocking 
inareaswhere thereisarmedresis- to CARP and an active mass agency task force created last the task forces first meeting on the CARP implementation. 
tance by landowners, the Depart- movement week to address the cases of vio- May 12. Unorka and Task Force Mapal- 
‘ment of Agrarian Reform said. “The AFP and PNP will support lence, harassment and killings in The Pambansang Ugnayan ng DARTOUSE/AG 


legations of a military crackdown to 5 2 -level 
on leftists, Razon sai By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. InExecutiveOrderNo.527,Ms nism, based on certain triggers She said the oil tariff would be 
“No, I'd like to clarify that they Arroyo ordered oil tariffs reduced indexed to international oil restored to 3 percent once inter- 
are just suspected (of involve- TOEASETHEIMPACTOFRISING from 3 percent to between 2 and prices, would soften the impact of national prices moved below the VS US dollar 
meni), Irs not an outright indica- fuel prices and hold down the cost zero percent depending on “trig- high and rising world prices on trigger price levels. 
tion that the military or paramili- of doing business in the Philip. ger levels" set by the Department the economy and the consuming The executive order would be е 
tary groups are involved." pines, President Macapagal-Ar- of Energy in coordination with public without necessarily drain- in effect over six months, subject By Doris C. Dumlao 
He said blaming the military royo has slashed the tariff onim- the finance and trade depart- ing government revenues,” Ms to government review. Business 
for most of the killings was a ports of crude oil, capital equip- тешз. Arroyo said in her order signed Ms Arroyo issued the order 


ILTARY AG mentand spare pars. "An automatic tarif mecha. Friday acum, THEPESO YESTERDAY TUMBLED 


у dollar as importers scrambled to 
Dg 2 build up their dollar тесле 
ahead of the import season in the 
Volunteer moms take Шили mag nese 
^ й Р cashed out of local equities and 
care of specia l ki d s : government securities. 
At the Philippine Dealing Sys- 
tem, the peso closed at its intra- 
By Blanche S. Rivera doors of households in Man- day low 015215 to the dollar af- 
daluyong City to find special 92 7 ter opening at 51.83, shedding a 
SPECIAL KIDS NEED SPECIAL children who are neglected due hefty 44 centavos from its Fri- 
moms, to either the indifference or day's finish of 51.71. It was the 
The Katipunan ng mga Mag- poverty of their parents, i me peso's weakest finish since the 
ulang ng mga Batang May Ka- — “It’s in our hearts to help be- ‘currency closed at 52.20 on Feb. 
pansanan (KMBK) is а volun- cause our children are also dis- f 24. 
teer group of some 20 women abled. We know how it feels," Total value traded at the 
who take care of special chil- volunteer mother Gilda Men- » 1 Philippine Dealing System on 
dren and, sometimes, even doza says. Her 15-year-old |j Monday amounted to a hefty 
their parents. daughters deaf and they com- | : ? $672.68 million. Ц 
The women themselves are municatebysignlanguage. | Marcelo Ayes, chief currency 
moms to differently abled chil- ^ Mendoza shares with the In- | + dealer at Equitable PCI Bank, said 
dren (the politically correct Quimem her shock, despair and, |“. Я > a importers had started buying dol- 
cem forthe disabled). veal her coming О ETS SPECIAL а Jenny Gonzales enjoys a therapy session with volunteers of he Katipunan ng mga Magulang ess dee АШ 
have been quietly knocking on уошнтяг Аз ngmga Batang May Kapansanan Gilda Mendoza, Magyeth Cruz and Rosalieand jean Gonzalès, юлнвскоос ‘Ayes explained that importers 
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` WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Western sections of Luzon and Visayas ий experience 
"дому ses wih ranstowers and thunderstorms. The rest of tte 
сооту wil hava тозду cloudy ses wih scattered ranstowers 
nd thunderstorms. 
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New impeach case set vs GMA 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE NEW IMPEACHMENT COMPLAINT AGAINST 
President Macapagal-Arroyo will be ready by the 
end of the month and could include the spate of 
killings of leftist activists and acts of the administra- 


‘tion recently, an opposition leader said yesterday. 


House Minority Leader Francis 
Sescudero told a news conference 
phat the impeachment team 
$would be activated this week, as 
“Congress resumes its session, and 
San Juan Rep. Ronaldo Zamora 
‘would be the lead prosecutor 

Escudero said the complaint 
3would be filed “at the latest" dur- 

ing President Macapagal-Ar- 
"royo's State of the Nation Address 
ion July 24. 

{ “If there are additions to the 
Scomplaint, these would be about 
ihe killings (of militants) and hu- 
man rights abuses and the 
‘Supreme Court decisions about 
ithe abuse of office of President 
{Arroyo these recent months,” he 
‘said. 

è "These would fall under the 
їсйгерогу of betrayal of public 
"trust at the very least,” he added. 

1, Escudero said that some of 
ithe witnesses had left but the 
opposition has found new ones 
"who could testify on election 
‘fraud that occurred “right in- 
‘side in the House of Represen- 
tatives.” 

“Those who left were not cru- 
‘cial. They were supposed to 
igive only supporting or collabo. 
irative testimony. The primary 
witnesses) are still there and 

еу remain committed about 
their testimonies on what hap- 
spened during the last elec- 
Жоп,” he added. 

3 Escudero said that there was a 
{consensus among House minori- 
ity members that those among 
ichem who would not support the 
residents impeachment should 
save their group. 
1 "Each member of the minority 
‘should support the impeach- 
‘ment (complaint) that we will 
ifle. Those who would not 
{should probably no longer re- 


ESCUDERO 


main with the minority,” Escud- 
ero said. “We have the freedom 
to choose if we want to be with 
the minority or the majority 
That is what we are going to 


make clear now.” 


Escudero said that the mem- 
bers of the House majority should 
not dismiss the new complaint 


even before they have read it. 


“I hope they and President Ar- 
royo see that this is an opportuni- 
ty, not just for her but for the 
country, to get over this current 


political crisis, he said. 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


PRO-ADMINISTRATION. LAW- 
makers said yesterday they still 
had the numbers and were 
ready to smother a new attempt 
to impeach President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo which members of 
the opposition said they plan to 
launch next month. 

Reps. Prospero Pichay Jr., An- 
thony Miranda and Douglas Ca- 
gas said that the opposition did 
not have the numbers, nor the 
support of the people to im- 
peach Ms Arroyo. 

“They may be busy at work fab- 
Tang their new evidence and 
cases against the President, but we 
are also prepared to do our own 
homework,” said Pichay, stressing 
that the majority would easily 
thwartany new complaint 

He chided House Minority 
Leader Francis Escudero for 
threatening to expel from the 
minority opposition lawmakers 
who would refuse to support the 
new impeachment complaint. 

"That threat is an insult to the 
members of the House, especially 


those opposition members who 
found the impeachment com- 
plaints filed last year wanting in 
form and substance,” said Pichay. 
“Rather than resort to arm-twist- 
ing, threats and blandishments, the. 
minority should just redouble their 
efforts to present a credible and 
compelling impeachment com- 
plaint. Otherwise, they will again 


We’re ready, say Palace allies 


Administration poised to smother new impeachment try 


рт” 


wer 
2 


f Ñ 
ISER OM 
PICHAY 


be doomed to fail? he said. 

He warned Escudero not to 
reduce the impeachment drive 
to a mere numbers game be- 
tween the administration and 
the opposition, claiming that the 
House majority thumbed down 
the complaints filed last year be- 
cause they lacked merit. 

“If they want to be more suc- 


cessful this time, then they 
should peddle an entirely new 
complaint, since those they sub- 
mitted last year were already re- 
jected resoundingly by the 
House," he added. 

Miranda said Escudero's threat- 
ening his allies їп the opposition 
with expulsion was "a cowardly 
gesture" and showed the opposi- 
tion was not confident of muster- 
ing the number of votes needed to 
impeach the President. 

Miranda, spokesperson for 
the Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino, said his party would 
urge the entire administration 
coalition "not to be distracted by 
this threat and instead focus on 
the much-needed reform in the 
Constitution that will put an end 
to recurring political crises.” 

Cagas said the plan to file an- 
other impeachment complaint 
was the continuation of a larger 
destabilization plot against Ms 
Arroyo. 

“Miserably, again they fail. They 
will politically fall because of full 
blown disenchantment of our peo- 
pleat the opposition,” said Cagas. 


Besides building up a legal 


сазе against the President, Escud- 


By T] Burgonio 


ero said that the minority would. 


also work to get the required 79 


Votes to impeach the President. 


"Tm confident that we will 
work harder to get that number. 
Whether we get it or not is an is 
sue that might only be answered. 


by history" Escudero said. 


SENATORS HAVE PLEDGED TO WORK DOU- 
ble time to pass ће long delayed P1.053-tril- 
lion budget measure in the first week of June. 

Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan an- 
nounced on the floor last night that the 
senators agreed to hold sessions five days а 
week, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., in order to 
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give full attention to seven major bills, in- 
cluding the budget, between now and ad- 
journment. 

Congress normally holds sessions Mondays 
to Wednesdays. 

Fresh from a month-long recess, the sen- 
ators went to a caucus after the roll-call to 
discuss ways to speed up action on pending 
bills, chiefly the budget, in the next four 
weeks. 

"We will work double time to pass the bud 
get,” Sen. Manuel Villar Jr., finance commit- 
tee chair, told reporters before the caucus, ex- 
pressing the agreement reached by senators 
that they would approve the measure before 
Congress adjourned sine die on June 9. 

Villar said he expected the budget mea- 
sure to be debated within the next two 
weeks and to be approved on the floor by 
the first week of June, leaving the last week 
for the bicameral conference with their 
counterparts in the House of Representa- 
tives 

He said his committee's report on the mea- 
sure would be presented on the floor for ap- 
proval as early as May 22. 

“Two weeks will be devoted to discussion 
and approval, then the last week, we hold the 
bicameral conference. It's not good if we don't 
pass it. We prefer to have a new budget,” he 
said. 

After months of delay, the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a P1.04-trillion budget on 
April 4, a day before it recessed for the Lenten 
holidays. The budget is usually transmitted to 


Malacafiang stands 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG IS STANDING BY ITS MAN AT 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue despite a P10- 
billion shortfall in tax collections in April 
brought about by the steep plunge in corpo- 
rate tax remittances. 

“We should not judge the BIR on just 
опе month's performance. What is impor- 
tant is that we observe its revenue collec- 
tions over a longer period,” said Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye at a briefing in Mala- 
cafiang. 

But Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's economic adviser 
who has called for а revamp at the BIR 
starting with Commissioner Jose Mario 
Bufiag, said: “One month is in fact too 
much given the magnitude of the shortfall 
and the abundance in the economic cli- 
mate.” 

Salceda said it was either “incompetence or 
corruption” that would explain why the BIR's 
April collection was P10 billion short of target 
despite the hike in the corporate income tax 
from 32 to 35 percent beginning in November 
last year and the increase in the value-added 
tax (VAT) rate from 10 to 12 percent early this 
year. 


Senators vow to pass long-delayed 
P1.053-T budget early next month 


the.Senate in mid-November and passed by 
the year's end. 

Going into the caucus, Senate President 
Franklin Drilon, Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan, Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. and Villar had already agreed it was 
necessary to pass the measure before ad- 
journment. 

“I have talked with them separately, and 
they have all agreed on the need to pass the 
budget before adjournment,” Drilon said at a 
press briefing 

Pimentel confirmed this, but said senators 
in the minority would scrutinize items in the 
budget deemed “partisan in nature,” includ- 
ing the P5-billion Kilos Asenso Support Fund 
and the P3-billion Kalayaan Barangay Pro- 
gram Fund. 

The Kilos Asenso is a counterpart fund 
from which the national government intend- 
ed draw sums to match the "developmental 
spending” performance of local government 
units. 

‘The Kalayaan Barangay Program Fund, on 
the other hand, is meant for at least 500 
"conflict-affected" barangays so they could 
pursue basic infrastructure work from 2005 
to 2010. 

The six other bills that the Senate pledged 
to pass are the proposal which seeks to cre- 
ate a credit information bureau, the anti-ter- 
ror bill, the automated election bill, the pro- 
posed electric power industry reform bill, 
the bio-fuels program bill and the income tax 
relief bill 


by its man at BIR 


‘The BIR said corporate tax collections 
dropped largely due to companies’ claims 
of higher creditable withholding taxes 
(P4.7 billion), the utilization of last year's 
minimum corporate income tax (P3.7 bil- 
lion), decrease in payments of final with- 
holding taxes (P1.7 billion), and decreas- 
es in sales and gross receipts (P3.7 bil- 
lion). 

Salceda said the BIR should verify the cor- 
porations claims considering that the busi- 
ness sector enjoyed one of its strongest fourth 
quarters last year with the economic growth 
led by the industrial sector. 

"Bunye's statement betrays an unfortu- 
nate, dismissive posture to an otherwise 
grave circumstance. That comes close to 
patronizing and edifying incompetence, 
nay, pure sleaze in the bureaucracy,” Sal- 
ceda said. 

“Is the executive [branch] serious about 
collections? Here is one chance to demon- 
strate its intolerance for incompetence.” 

But Bunye maintained that its 
should give the BIR more time to prove itself. 

“Previously, when the BIR's revenues were 

ig, we did not hear any praise from those 
criticizing it now. We should have a balanced 
assessment of the situation," he said. 
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HAWKERS ARE REPACKAGING A DOCU- 
mentary on the "The Da Vinci Code” as an 
authentic version of the movie, cashing in 
on public interest in the religious thriller 
ahead ofits release this week. 

The film, based on the best-selling novel 


Hawkers 
dupe ‘Da 


grant it a release permit despite a slated 
opening date of May 18. 

In downtown Manila, DVD hawkers were 
standing by the authenticity of their “advance 
copies” of the “Da Vinci Code,” retailing at P35. 

"This copy came from Malaysia. The 


* PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the movie but a one-hour documentary ti- 
ей "Unlocking the Da Vinci Code." 

The movie, starring Tom Hanks, will pre- 
miere on May 17 at the Cannes Film Festival 
in France. The movie will be released on 
May 18 in Malaysia. 


na 

“Like in anything negative, let us takë this 

occasion to convert the cinema industry's 

money-motive production into a pastoral 

challenge,” Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales, the 
Archbishop of Manila, said ina statement. 

Rosales urged parishes to organize dis- 


Vinci Code’ 
DVD buyers 


movie was already shown there,” a vendor 
called Magda said. 
А copy bought from Magda featured not 


ofthe same title, has whipped up a storm of 
controversy in the largely Roman Catholic 
country and the movies’ censor has yet to 


The film's central premise, that Jesus cussion groups on the divinity of Jesus and 
Christ sired a child by Mary Magdalene, has the “mistaken impression” that the Church 
upset many Christians. was hiding the truth, Reuters 


стое eT 


You never actually 
own a Patek Philippe. 


- 


You merely look after 
it for the next generation. 


The first ever Patek Philippe self-winding 
Chronograph with innovative 60-minute and i2-hour 
mono counter is combined with the patented 
Annual Calendar and housed in a platinum case with 
sapphire crystal back 


Patek Philippe self-winding Annual Calendar 
Chronograph movement: 456 parts individually 
finished by hand. Ref. s96o*. 

Tel: (65) 6732 1506. www.patek.com 


No lines and wrinkles? 


Two words: ADVANCED LASERTONE" - 


^ only started taking my skincare regimen seriously when | turned 30. 
That was when blemishes started to appear from too much sun exposure, 
and undereye circles started becoming visible. | knew | had to take 
extra steps to take care of my skin. Somebody recommended Advanced 


“йу 


deeem 


Lasertone to me. | was very happy with the results -- my skin tightened 
and it got rid of the lines and other imperfections | had. People noticed 
the wonderful change in my skin and have tried it out themselves! 
Advanced Lasertone is definitely a MUST for ай women. Trust me, your 
‘skin will thank you for iL" 


ерид 


- Patty Betita, Model/Image Consultant 


FREE 2 ADV, 


upon enrollment 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 


CEBU (233-7631) 


CALL 892- SKIN (7546) 


ORTIGAS “ALABANG 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO SHAW BINONDO CONGRESSIONAL ‘PAMPANGA (961-3404) 


A. x PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER TUESDAY, MAY 16,2006 


LA MESA HOUSING ROW 
Gonzalez orders NBI to probe S b STD nk 


Erap's reported fund laundering into execs’ houses 


By Armand N. Nocum By T] Burgonio the bicameral oversight commit- 


tee on clean water, said MWSS. 

 VOSTICE SECRETARY RAULGON- A MEMBER-ORGANIZATION OF Administrator Orlando Hondrade 
"lez yesterday ordered the Na- 7 the Save the La Mesa Dam Coali- would be asked to shed light on 
onal Bureau of Investigation to tion wants a congressional panel the subdivision for the execu- 
look into reports that ousted Presi- to look into the construction ofa tives. 
dent Joseph Estrada could have housing project for executives of Hondrade had been reported 
ЯЖипдегей part of the “missing” the Metropolitan Waterworks in the papers as the owner of one 
P3.2 billion Jose Velarde account ‘Sewerage System (MWSS) in ће of the houses under construction. 
flirough a bank account under the La Mesa watershed. A Commission on Audit resi- 
‘dame of a former beauty queen. Ajoint Senate and House panel, dent auditor and the head of the 

*Tthink the story is worth look- chaired by Sen. Pia Cayetano, Government Corporate Counsel 
ing into, considering the amount starts its inquiry today into the also own houses in the village, 
involved. It seems to jibe with the project and another one for Canonigosaid he was told. 
‘(amount involved) in the plunder 1 MWSS employees that was ex- Cayetano said MWSS officials 
dse at the Sandiganbayan,” said posed earlier by the coalition and should explain why they had al- 
*Wonzalez, referring to the trial of Bantay Kalikasan, ABS-CBN Foun- lowed construction of the execu- 
Атаба who is accused of illegal- < dation's environmental concerns tive village, “which is much closer 
ly amassing more than P4 billion ESTRADA PELAEZ GONZALEZ arm. Both housing projects are to the watershed and is now al- 
from gambling payofís and tobac- seen as threatening Metro Mani- most ready for occupancy.” 
b tax kickbacks. started in 2000. ‘Asked if he would file counter- ter Gonzalez pointed out thatthe la's water supply which comes The complaint against the em- 
SüGonzalez added, however, that Estrada denied the allegations charges against Pelaez, Estrada alleged money-laundering "in. from the La Mesa reservoir. ployee housing project, which has 
ven if the laundered funds were and said they were a ploy to di- replied, “We'll see.” volved government funds and “As part of the coalition, we yet to get off the ground, was that 
oven to be part of the Velarde ac- vert the public's attention from Areportin the Manila Standard were traded by a government-se- want to know who approved the it was too close to the reservoir. 
count, the alleged money launder- the “strong defense” he was quoted Pelaez, who is in the Unit- questered bank.” housing project and who are  Canonigo, who is appearing at 
rig would not be included in the putting up at his trial. ed States, as saying that the trans- “I am ordering you to investi- spending money for its construc- todays inquiry as a resource per- 
рош plunder trial asthe prose- Estrada told the Inquire that actions, which involved money gate these allegations, starting tion, said Mar Canonigo, associ- som revealed the existence of the 
мап hes already rested Из сазе. е allegations were part of a transfers and the acquisition and with all those names mentioned ate director of Sinag Bayan Foun- executive village during a public 
h! Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa- smear campaign against him as sale of bonds and stocks, were not in the article, in coordination dation, in an interview. meeting of the coalition last week. 
Ygnacio confirmed this, but said he and his lawyers wrap up his hers but were carried out through with the Anti-Money Laundering “Thirdly, we want toknowwho Cayetano said todays inquiry 
"prosecutors still have the rebuttal testimony, ‘which he described as а United Coconut Planters Bank Council and to submit your regu- own the mansion-like homes in will focus on the threat posed by 
‘périod to ty to introduce the mat- capable of shattering the credibil- account under her name. She said lar update on your investigation the project,” he said. the two housing projects to the 
ter. Villa-Ignacio theorized that ity of Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” she has filed a P500-million law- to this office,” Gonzalez said. Canonigo said he toured the 2,700-ha watershed. 
‘the P2.07 million allegedly laun- Singson, the government's star suit against those who used her “We can't just brush aside this three-hectare MWSS executive “We should look into both 
‘dered through the account osten- witness. тате and forged her signature for story" Gonzalez said in an inter- village on May 5 with a Bantay housing projects in view of their 
ыу belonging to Joelle Marie “1 dont know anything about the transactions. view. "Pelaez divulged these de- Kalikasan staffer and found out potential threat to the watershed, 
Henson Pelaez, second runner up that story, not one bit of it," Estrada “Let's see; there might bea pa- tails, it’s a first-hand story" he that five out of 54 houses had regardless of whether the project 
1 the 1999 Binibining Pilipinas said from his Tanay, Rizal, estate рег trail leading to the plunder said. Gonzalez said he would send been completed. will benefit ordinary employees 
"beauty contest, could be part of where he is under house arrest. ase or it could be an entirely dif- his people to check the matter out Sinag Bayan, an NGO on good ог top officials,” she said in a 
‘the Velarde account. Estrada said he remembers ferent account. Whatever, it only іп the US, but he said it would be governance, is part ofthe Save the statement. 
the P32 billion Velarde ac- thatthe Pelaezes had approached proves what we're saying: they unlikely that they would be invit- La Mesa Dam Coalition that ex- “The panel will attempt to de- 
count suddenly went zero at him while he was President try- have a lot of money" Villa-lgna- ing Pelaez over here to shed light posed the S&-hectare Supreme termine if there is basis for ће 
‘About the same time,” Villa-Igna- ing to supply the Philippine Na- cio said of Estrada and his onherrevelations. Courtapproved housing project concern of environmentalists that 
‘dio said of the alleged Velarde ас- tional Police with handcuffs but cronies. i “I don’t think that she'll say forsome 1,411 MWSS employees. waste water coming from the 
"hunt that disappeared beforethe he referred them to Sen. Panfilo — InorderingNBlchiefNestorM. more if shes invited here, he Cayetano, chair of the Senate housing sites could contaminate 
Jipeachment trial of Estrada Lacson, then PNP chief. Mantaring to investigate the mat- said. committee on environment and water in the reservoir,” she said. 


DepEd 
eyes 
P2B in 
savings 
By Alcuin Papa. 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Education hopes 
to save some P2 bil- 
lion in maintenance 


*The members of the opposition Eig 


against Pres. Arroyo should : start 5, 


The project, dubbed 
Brigada Eskwela, aims 
to spruce up the public 
schools around the 
county using volun- 
teer labor and donated 
materials in time for 
the opening of classes 
onJuneS. 

From yesterday up. 
to Friday teachers, 
parents, students and 


OPINION ON THE STATEMENT: other members of the 


ymmunity will vol- 
“The members of the opposition against President Arroyo should start ae bet ne d 


helping to improve the country and stop too much politics" materials to leta ир. 
and do minor repairs 
in the public schools 
in their areas. 

Under the supervi- 
sion of the school 
principals, the volun- 
teers will paint, re- 
pair and clean the 
*Don't know and refused to answer not shown roofs, classrooms, 
footpaths, — toilets, 

desks, chairs and sur- 
First Quarter Social Weather Report March 8-14, 2006 National Survey ае 
Пе schools around 
the country, 

DepEd officer in 
charge Fe Hidalgo yes- 
terday led education 

officials in the formal 

As of today, 8.9 million Filipinos from various sectors of society have signed launch of Brigada Es- 

the proposal to amend the Philippine Constitution. This initiative proposes a Бао 

unicameral parliamentary system of government that will foster economic wy олкы кү 

growth and social development. ti tary School, in Que- 
zon City. 

"Brigada Eskwela 
is bayanihan in ac- 
tion. Here we see the. 
spirit of volunteerism 
very much alive 
among our school 
communities. This is 
an important value 
we should teach each 

** and every Filipino 
Filipinos Cry for Ms 1 i child," Hidalgo said. 
* Hidalgo invited the 


www.sigawngbayan.com public to participate 


in the program and 
contribute what they 
сап to the schools in 
their localities. 
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Chidess Volunteer moms take care of special kids; 


couples 
to join 
Obando 
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she and her husband Erick 
have yet to be blessed with a 
child. 

So today, Raymundo will join 
hundreds of childless couples in 
Obando's fertility rites to implore 
this town’s patron saints for a 
child. 

"1 do not yet deserve a Moth- 
er's Day greeting because I have 
yet to bear a child. I wish Santa 
Clara would give me one,” she 
said. 


Festivities 

Starting today, Obando's 
streets will be filled with women 
and couples who will sway to the 
familiar tune, “Santa Clarang pin- 
ung-pino." 

The celebration will go on for 
three days to mark the feasts of 
Santa Clara, San Pascual Baylon 
and the Virgen de Salambao. 

Mary de Jesus, 50, of Bali- 
uag town, said she would at- 
tend the fertility rites in 
thanksgiving. 

She said she bore a son, now 
12 years old, after almost 10 
years of dancing and praying in 
Obando. 

“I was the happiest woman 
when 1 learned that 1 was preg- 
nant. It was a great feeling. My 
husband and I were so happy, we 
were in tears," she said. 

De Jesus said her son, whom 
she named Claro (after Santa 
Clara), will be a high school 
freshman in June. 

Mayor Zoilito Santiago said 
the song and dance steps of the 
Obando fertility rites will be 
taught in local schools so the 
youth would be aware of the rich 
spiritual heritage and culture of 
their town. 
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with the reality that her child is 
not like the others. 

KMBK president Jean Gonzales 
recalls the day at the Philippine 
General Hospital the doctor con- 
firmed that her son Paolo was 
autistic. 

‘Autism is a developmental dis- 
ability which affects verbal and 
nonverbal communication and 
social interaction, generally evi- 
dent before age 3. 

Earlier, Gonzales had been told 
by her husband's aunt from Cana- 
da—who had twins with 
autism—that Paolo exhibited 
similar symptoms. 

When she found out that Paolo 
would not be like his siblings, 
what kept Gonzales going was 
the thought that her child was not 
alone, that there were others like 
him, and that he had a chance of 
blending in society. 

^ thought, if other people 
could accept that their children 
were special, so could I. IFI do not 
accept my own child, who will?" 
Gonzales says. 


Journey of love 

Paolo’s plight has since be- 
come a journey of love for Gon- 
zales—a daily lesson on how to 
embrace people for who they 
are and help them be what they 
canbe. 

Eleven years later, the mother 
of six is not only raising and 
teaching Paolo. She has also ex- 
tended the boundaries of her 
love to other special children 
and their parents who, after all 
these years, still have not been 
able to cope. 

Every week, the KMBK gives 
free therapy to around 50 special 
children. ‘The young ones get 
physical therapy as well as infor- 
mal reading and writing ses- 
sions. 

Every day, mothers from the 
KMBK go around the 11 
barangays of Mandaluyong to 
pick up the special children and 
take them to the day care center. 


GREAT BODIES 2005 


WINNER 


JONABEL GAVIETA 
Lost 34.5 Ibs. of fat. 


oid son Norman. 


They start out as early as 8:30 
a.m, walking house-to-house be- 
cause the women do not have 
money for the P12 tricycle ride or 
P7.50 jeepney fare. 


Ignored 

‘The KMBK has a small fund, 
but it is for the snacks of the kids 
and the therapisttrainer from 
Reach Foundation, a nongovern- 
ment organization that trains vol- 
unter mothers in therapy. 

Most of the women barely have 
enough money for their own fam- 
ilies. 

Gonzales’ husband, for exam- 


. VARTURO GUERRERO. 


Lost 35 Ibs. of fat. 


sessions: (left) Eliza Lorido and her 6-year-old son Jercy and Norma and her 11-year- 


ple, is a parking valet who works 
three days a week with a take- 
home pay of P300 a day. Gonza- 
les herself cannot work since she 
devotes her time to her six chil- 

dren and the KMBK's special 
wards. 

The KMBK volunteers, howev- 
«г, forget their problems when 
they pick up the special children. 
When they arrive at their homes, 
they usually find the special child 
huddled in а comer, almost 
nonexistent to the other family 
members. 

“Most parents focus on their 
normal children and tend to ig- 


Jow sonooc 


nore the disabled one. It really 
makes me cry sometimes,” Gon- 
zales says. 


Love and acceptance 

Marieta Cruz, whose 13-year- 
old son has cerebral palsy is only 
too familiar with the übtreat- 
ment received by special chil- 
dren. Her son, a fourth grader in 
a regular public school, has been 
called pilay (crippled) and bad- 
ing (homosexual) because of 
how he walks. 

Despite the taunts, Cruz knows 
her son is still more fortunate 
than others because he is loved 
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and accepted by his family. Сп}: 
herself diligently teaches him;so 
he can catch up in school. 

"Some people have told me 
mot to send him to school be- 
cause he would be useless any- 
way. Some are afraid to go near 
him because they think special 
kids could turn violent and һи 
them,” she says. 

Of the volunteer moms, Cruz is 
known to be an enthusiastic and 
patient teacher. She revels at see- 
ing special kids learn to hold pen- 
cils and memorize numbers and 
thealphabet. 


Little things 

Its little things like this that 
make a difference for mothers 
like Norma Veruna, 39, who has 
spent the past 10 years attending 
to her 11-year-old son Norman. 

The boy suffers from a still un- 
known developmental disorder 
that prevents him from speaking 
whole words. He lacks the livel 
ness of kids his age and spends his 
days just sitting or lying in bed. 

Norma learned of KMBK 
through a neighbor and visited 
the day care center for the first 
time last week. She says she has 
always been the lone caregiver 
of Norman, feeding him, mas- 
saging him and responding to his 
cries. 

"While she does not yet know 
what to expect from the organiza- 
tion, she is positive that it would 
be good for her family. Her hus- 
band, a construction worker, can 
barely provide for their needs. Jt 
means а lot that Norman can 
avail himself of therapy and class- 
es for free. 

"Some parents eventually 
come to terms with the condition 
of their special children when 
they see how other people care 
for them. Sometimes, it's ош of 
shame that they do not give as 
much attention—being the pat- 
ents. But most of the time, it's bë- 
cause they see that the children 
are loved,” Gonzales says. With 
LJ Pasion E 
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Military, Reds linked to slays of 38 leftists 


“hasty generaliza 

"We'd like to request them (the mili- 
tants) to come out and give evidence or 
testimony,” he added. 

"What we would like to show is that mil- 
itary and paramilitary (units), even the po- 
lice, had their share of suspected (men).” 


No conclusions yet 

But Razon stressed his group had not 
come to any definite conclusion. 

“These are suspicions ... and not о 
right indications that military or рага 
tary (men) are involved," he said. 

A review of the cases revealed some of 
the suspects were believed to be mem- 
bers of particular security units. 

Razon said futher investigation was 
needed to verify the data and that at this 
point, the taskforce could not conclude that 
the killings were “related (от)... serialized.” 

Razon said the task force was also 
looking into the unsolved killings of me- 
dia people, politicians and government 
employees and was thinking of offering 
rewards for information that would lead 
tothe solution of the cases. 


Lack of witnesses 

Reward systems had helped the police 
in the past and Razon hoped they would 
“entice” civilians into coming out with 
information. 

He said many of the cases could not 
move forward for lack of witnesses and 
this was one of the key problems identi- 
fied by the task force. 

Опе case the task force had reviewed 
showed that the death of a Bayan Muna 
member was the result of a “legitimate” 
encounter between the NPA and govern- 
ment forces. 

Razon said Nicanor de los Santos died 
when his group encountered Army sol- 
diers on Dec. 8, 2001, in Antipolo City 


Victims of purge 

He cited other party-list members who 
the police said were killed asa result ofa. 
communist purge. They included a 
Bayan Muna member killed in May 
2004, the police brief said. 

According to the document, “unconfirmed 
reports disclosed that the victim has been a 
subject of numerous sightings of armed NPA, 
including Ka Roger Rosal, last year" 

The list also included Bayan Muna co- 
ordinator Romeo Sanchez, who was 
killed during a March 2005 clash in 
Baguio City between the so-called reaf- 
firmist and rejectionist factions within 
thecommunist movement. 


Digging further 


Razon said the task force would dig 
further to see if there was a connection 


GMA cuts tariff on crude oil imports 
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thrée days before Congress re- 
sumed its session yesterday. 

Tariff revisions through execu- 
tive order are only allowed when 
Congress is in recess. Otherwise, 
adjustments in duties would re- 
Quite congressional action. 

Malacafiang chose to cut the 
oil tariff rather than suspend the 
12-þercent value-added тах 
(VAT) on oil because of the lat- 
terb bigger impact on revenue 
collections. 

Foreign lenders also reacted 
negatively to the idea of a VAT 
suspension, warning that Mani- 
le's target to balance the national 


mined. 


er, Alb 
ease (d 
prices 
whose 


in taxes 


budget by 2008 could be under- 


No relief for the poor 
Ms Arroyo's economic advis- 


cutting oil tariffs would hardly 


reduced by last year’s increase 


“The move to cut oil tariffs 
signals 
concern on the impact of rising 
oil prices. But this is not enough 
because it is inevitable that we 
should suspend the oil VAT till 
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A MEMBER of Bagong Alyansang Makabayan displays the number of leftwing activists from different groups who have been 
killed since 2001 during a rally in front of St. Peter's Church in Quezon City. 


between the rift within the communist 
movement and the killings. 

“A lot of their members [previously] 
had been victims of these,” he said, citing 
the purges in the communist movement 
during the 1980s. 

The police brief did not cite the cir- 
cumstances behind the 25 cases of 
killings supposedly involving military 
and paramilitary units. 

Razon rejected speculation of a white- 
wash in the investigation of possible mil- 
itary involvement. 


No whitewash 

"On the contrary, we will not put it 
there (in the brief) ... we will not men- 
tion any suspected military or paramili 
tary units (if the aim is to whitewash the 
investigation)," he said. 

Razon said the task force would try to 
coordinate with the party-list groups to 
solve the cases. 

If the intention is to whitewash, why 
would the police try to talk to these 
groups, he said. 

Razon dismissed suggestions that the 
inclusion of the killings of newsmen and 


da. 


ay Rep. Joey Salceda, said 


he impact of rising oil 
on the working class 
take-home pay had been 


VAT. 


prices normalize,” said Salce- 


He suggested that the oil tax be 
suspended until December or the 
oil VAT be reverted to an excise 
taxso that further oil price adjust- 
ments would not be charged the 


Capital imports 
Ms Arroyo also signed ЕО 528 es." 


politicians in the work of the task force 
would divert focus from the killings of 
political activists. 

The task force, he said, would simply 
“orchestrate and integrate” the efforts of 
different police units. 


Mostly from Bayan Muna 

Investigators have taken the state- 
ments of two witnesses to the killing of 
Elena Mendiola, Bayan Muna-Cagayan 
Valley secretary general, and her parner, 
Ricardo Balauag, in Isabela last week, 
Razon said. 

The National Bureau of Investigation 
in the region has completed artists 
sketches of the gunmen. 

Statistics released by the task force on 
the killings of party-list members since 
2001 showed that 28 of them took place 
in Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marinduque, 
Romblon and Palawan). 

The killings clearly targeted a group of 
activists, mainly those from Bayan Mu- 
na, which has three representatives in 
Congress, and Anakpawis, which has 
two congressmen. 

Ninety-two incidents involved the mur- 
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The capital equipment and 
spare parts eligible for zero tariffs 
should not have been manufac- 
tured locally (or not in sufficient 
quantity, if made here) and they 
should be “reasonably needed 
and used exclusively by enterpris- 


More competitive 
Companies that avail them- 
selves of this perk are barred from 
selling or transferring the equip- 
ment within five years from the 
date of importation or they will 
be asked to pay twice the amount 


der of Bayan Muna members while 23 inci- 
dents involved the killing of Anakpawis 
members, the police data showed. 


Others targeted, too 

In two incidents, members of Gabriela 
were targeted. In four others, the targets 
belonged to other militant groups. 

‘Cases have been filed in court for 15 
percent of the incidents while the rest 
are still under investigation. 

Bayan Muna, Anakpawis and Gabriela 
belong to the so-called Reaffirmists of 
the leftist movement which split up in 


"Worst man-made disaster" 
‘Quoting the human rights group Karap- 
atan, Bayan said the "systematic" decimation 
of activists had daimed the lives of 566 peo- 
ple since 2001. These figures have been sub. 
‘mitted to the United Nations, Bayan said. 
"This is the single worst man-made dis- 
aster that has spanned five years and con- 
tinues even to this day The extent and mag- 


ments.” 


Balancing act 


crude oil prices. 


ment is one of the major cost bur- 
dens of business enterprises in 
their start-up operations,” Ms Ar- 
royo said. “Allowing duty free im- 
portation will make the Philip- 
pines more competitive in attract- 
ing industries in the face of in- 
creasing competitive Asian mar- 
kets for foreign direct invest- 


The move is expected to ad- 
dress complaints about the rising 
cost of doing business in the 
Philippines. Malacafiang is hope- 

1 that cutting businessmen's im- 
port costs would avert any price 
adjustments on their goods and 
services brought about by rising 
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CPP purge 
ongoing, 
says Puno 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE 
has received fresh reports of an ongo- 
ing purge in the communist move- 
ment and this may have resulted in 
the deaths of some members of legal 
leftist organizations like Bayan Mu- 
na, Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno 
seid yesterday. 

Puno said a police task force look- 
ing into the unsolved killings of mili- 
tant leaders had included this angle 
in its investigation because of infor- 
‘mation that the Communist Party of 
the Philippines may be cleansing its 
ranks of suspected traitors. 

"These are fresh reports, not just. 
historical data," he said. 

Puno said the task force would 
also focus on other leads, such as 
the possible involvement of the mil- 
itary and of others with motives not 
connected to political ideology. 

“Ifthe investigation shows the i 
volvement of members of the mili 
tary, then they'd be appropriately 
charged,” he said. “But before the 
investigation is finished, let us not 
make our conclusions.” 

"Т leave it to the task force to 
make the proper announcement," 
Puno said. 

‘The militant Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan expressed disgust over 
reports blaming the Left for the 
deaths of militant leaders. 

"It is incredibly idiotic and mali- 
cious to blame so-called CPP purges 
for these deaths. It is patently 
ridiculous to deny the pattern in the 
killing of activists,” said Renato 
Reyes Jr., Bayan secretary general. 

“Bayan stands by its earlier pro- 
nouncement that the killings were 
the work of government-sponsored 
death squads," hesaid. — Withre- 
ports from Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau, and 
Amy Rañola 


nitude of the killings show that there is a 
systematic national campaign to annihilate 
and decapitate legal organizations of the 
national democratic mass movement," said 
Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes. 

Police data also showed that since 
1986, there have been 69 killings of jour- 
nalists. Thirteen people were murdered 
in 2004 and 10 last year. 


The country’s economic man- 
agers have said that cutting the 
tariff on imported petroleum 
products from, say, 3 to 1 percent 
would slash pump prices by an 
average of 50 centavos a liter 

They believe that a tariff rate 
reduction would not result in any 
foregone revenues because the 
lost revenues from the tariff re- 
duction would be offset by the 
higher duty collection resulting 
from the increase in oil prices. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil 
Beltran has said that while rev- 
enue collections would decrease 
by-P2:5 billion for every one per- 
centage point cut in tariff, rev- 
enues would also increase by P1 
billion for every $1 increase in 
the price of Dubai crude. 


DAR to use military, police 


against resisting landowners 
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ай, another group aiding farmer ben- 
eficiaries, identified as hot spots the 
provinces of Iloilo, Negros Oriental 
and Negros Occidental and the Bon- 
doc Peninsula, where the family of 
Domingo Reyes controls vast coconut 
plantations. 

Masbate province, меге 
landowners are using the exemption 
for cattle-grazing and livestock areas 
аз an excuse to evade the САВР and 
Davao del Norte, where the Floiren- 
dos are seeking exemption for thou- 
sands of hectares of banana planta- 
tions, will also be declared hot spots. 

Davao-based peasant leader Enrico 
Сабалі, a retrenched worker in one 
of the Ploirendo plantations, was 
gunned down last month allegedly 
for his campaign to have the Floiren- 
do lands covered by CARP. 

“They said they would do another 
Buenavista if they have to," Unorka 
national council member Evangeline 
Mendoza said, quoting the AFP and 
PNP representatives who attended 
the task force's meeting last week. 

The DAR, backed by a helicopter 


and an armored personnel carrier 
from the AFR conducted the first 
armed installation of farmers on a 
CARP land in 1998, allowing 57 
families to occupy the 153 hectares 
of land awarded to them despite 
landowner opposition in Buenav- 
ista, Quezon. 


Move to assure farmers 

Agrarian Secretary Nasser Pan- 
gandaman admitted in a press con- 
ference last week that the memo- 
randum of agreement between the 
DAR and the PNP stating that the 
department could mobilize the po- 
lice to assist in carrying out the 
CARP had not been implemented on 
the ground. 

Cruz said that tapping the AFP and 
PNP to help in CARP implementation 
жаз also a way for the two agencies to 
assure the farmers of their support 
amid talks that some of the peasant 
killings were committed by the mili 
tary or police hired by landowners. 

“One way for you to.clear your 
nameis or you to be there," Cruz told 
representatives of the DND and PNP. 


Most of the remaining lands to be 
covered by CARP are contentious ar- 
eas where the landowners have 
goons and even APCs to prevent 
farmers and agrarian reform officers 
from entering their landholdings. 

Mendoza cited the banana planta- 
tions of the Floirendos in Davao from 
which even DAR officials like Pangan- 
daman, then undersecretary for Min- 
danao, were barred. They shared the 
fate of three other teams that tried to 
survey the area, 


600,000 hectares targeted 

Undersecretary for Legal Affairs 
Nestor Acosta recently cancelled an. 
ocular inspection of the Floirendo- 
controlled Tagum Development Corp. 
lands because of the "advice" alleged- 
ly of its management that the DAR 
team would not be allowed entry if it 
came with farmers. 

The department has to place 
600,000 hectares more of private 
lands under CARP by 2008, the dead- 
line for land acquisition and distribu 
tion set by the Comprehensive Agrari- 
an Reform Law. 
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ARCHBISHOP FER- 
nando Filoni, the 
Holy See's new am- 
bassador to the 
Philippines, is no 
stranger to Fil- 
ipinos, having 
spent 10 years in 
the country as 
counselor to two 
apostolic nuncios. 

Archbishop An- 
gel Lagdmeo, presi- 
dent of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines, 
said yesterday that 
the new apostolic 
nuncios familiarity 
with the Philippine 
situation would al- 
low better collabo- 
ration with local 
bishops on different. 
pastoral concems. 
Filoni was a coun- 
selor at the nuncia- 
ture on Taft Avenue 
in Manila from 
1992 to 2001. 

"In this sense, we 
are welcoming an 
old friend to our 
country" Lag- 
dameo said in a 
statement. 

"His 10 years of 
experience in this 
country will have 
made him intimate- 
ly conversant both 
with the agonizing 
problems and with 
the hopes and 
dreams of the Fil- 
ipinos,” Fr. James 
Reuter, executive 
secretary of the Ма- 
tional Office of 
Mass Media, said in 
another statement, 

Fio, 60, Б 
scheduled to arrive at 
3:25 pm. today. He 
replaces Archbishop 
‘Antonio Franco, who 
has been assigned as 
as apostolic nuncio in 
Israel and apostolic 
delegate to 
Jerusalem and Pales- 
tine 

A pastor and a 
diplomat, Filoni 
joined the diplo- 
matic service of the 
Holy See at age 36. 
He served in the 
apostolic nuncia- 
tures of Sri Lanka, 
Iraq, Brazil and in 
the Vatican Secre- 
tariat of State. 

Не holds a doc- 
torate in philoso- 
phy and canon law 
and speaks fluent 
English, Spanish, 
French and Por- 


tuguese. 

Considering 
Filoni’s experience 
and credentials, 
Lagdameo ех 
pressed confidence 
that the new Vati- 
can ambassador 
“will reflect and di- 
alogue with the 
Philippine bishops 
on the pastoral and 
social concerns that. 
today characterize 
our local church.” 

Filoni arrives at a 
time of serious so- 
cial concerns high- 
lighted by what Fil- 
ipino Catholic bish- 
‘ops have been call- 
ing as "worsening 
poverty” 

їп an effort to en- 
courage the faithful 
to be more engaged 
in addressing many 
social issues, the 
CBCP has declared 
2006 as the “Year of 
Social Сопсет," 
with the local hierar- 
chy being more vo- 
cal not only on social 
issues but on politi- 
cal ones as well 

In а strongly 
worded ^ pastoral 
statement last Jan- 


New papal nuncio 
'an old friend' of 
RP says Lagdameo 


FILONI: 10 years in Mani 
vary, 


tr 


political turmoil to 


a 


ues in public life 
“What 
emerges is the con- 
tinued and urgent 
need for renewal in 
the public life of our 
country” it said. 


a 


be seen as more en- 
gaged in political 
matters but coming 
from a clearly moral 
point of view, the 
new Vatican ambas- 
sador is expected to 
do a delicate balanc- 
ing act. 


cio Filoni represents 
Pope Benedict XVI 


nal Joseph Ratzinger 


is 


quarters as someone 
averse to the idea of 
priests 

with political affairs. 


Bi 


this perception does 
not show a complete. 
picture of Benedict, 
himself known as a 
defender of the weak 
and oppressed. 


WASHINGTON - The United 
States has decided to restore nor- 
mal diplomatic relations with 
Libya for the first time in over a 
quarter century after taking 
Moammar Gadhafis country off a 
US list of state sponsors of terror- 
ism, Department of State officials 
said. 

A formal announcement was 
expected Monday (Tuesday in 
Manila). 

The move culminates a pro- 
cess that began three years ago 
when Tripoli surprised the 
world by agreeing to dismantle 
its nuclear weapons program. 


Since 1980 

There have been no normal 
relations with Libya since 
1980. The state department for 
several years listed Libya 
among nations the US govern- 
ment considered as official 
sponsors of terrorism. 

Libya was held responsible 
for the bombing of Pan Am 
flight 103 in 1988, which 
claimed 270 lives, most of 
them American. 


wearrived out without careful- 
ly monitoring and assessing 
Libya’s behavior,” Assistant 
Secretary of State David Welch 
said. 

Welch said the United States 
will soon upgrade its diplomat- 
ic office in Tripoli to a full em- 
bassy. 


45-day comment period 

It will also announce it in- 
tends to remove Libya from the 
list of countries the United 
States considers to be state 
sponsors of terrorism. That 
means that a 45-day public 
comment period will begin on 
Monday, after which Libya 
would be removed from the 
list. The official described the 
announcement on condition of 
anonymity because the official 
announcement had not yet 
been made. 


Assassination attempt 

The establishment of normal 
relations may have come soon- 
er were it not for allegations 
that Gadhafi’s regime was be- 
hind an attempt on the life of 
Saudi's Arabia's King Adbullah 
when he was crown prince sev. 
eral years ago. 

Hints that a US move was 
afoot were evident when the 
state department decided to 
summon family members of 
the victims of Pan Am 103 to 
Washington for a briefing next 
week on “US-Libyan rela- 
tions." 


Move away from terror 
But Libya has made a deci- 
sive move away from terrorism. 
in recent years, officials said 
‘The state department was 
going to announce that it will 
open an embassy in Libya, up- 
grading the current US liaison 
office in Tripoli, said a Depart- 
ment of State official 
“This is not a decision that 
the CBCP 
raced the raging 
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THE DALY 
GOSPEL 


Tuesday, May 16, 2006 
Sth Week of Easter 

1st Reading: Acts 14:19-28 
Gospel: John 14:27-31 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace be with 
you; | give you my peace. Not as the world 
gives peace do I give it to you. Do not be trou- 
bled; do not be afraid. You heard me say: 1 
am going away, but | am coming to you.’ If 
you loved me, you would be glad that | go to 
the Father, for the Father is greater than | 

^1 have told you this now before it takes 
place, so that when it does happen you may 
believe. It is very little what 1 may stil tel 
you, for the ruler of this world is at hand, al- 
though there is nothing in me that he can 
claim, But see, the world must know that 1 
love the Father and that 1 do what the Father 
has taught me to do." 
Commentary 

The persecution continues, with Paul being 
stoned and dragged outside the city by his 
friends. But he comes again to preach. They set 
up churches—encouraging them and telling 
them that they will know persecution—and 
then move on, allowing the Spirit to build the 
Church after they have merely opened the door. 
Jesus gives the gift of Peace, his own Spirit, 
power and presence to abide with them, no 
matter their distress and trials. That Spirit re- 
mains with us still. How do we express that 
peace today in our Church? 
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After 26 years, US restores 4 
diplomatic ties with Libya 
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Ra 
Substantial oil reserves той 
The administration's deci- i 
sion also comes at a time when 
itis attempting to shore up re- 
lations with major oil produc- 
ers because of high prices and 
a shortage of supplies. Libya 
has substantial oil reserves. 
Gadhafi was once known 
here as perhaps the most dan- 
gerous man in the Middle East. 
President Ronald Reagan ог 
dered air attacks against Libya 
in 1981 and 1986, the latter 
because of suspected Libyan 
sponsorship of a terrorist at- 
tack at a West Berlin disco fre- 
quented by American soldiers. 
‘Two Americans died there. 


Model behavior 

Since 2003, however, Libya 
has been held up as a model by 
the administration for the way 
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aspiring nuclear weapons pow, 
ers should behave. coil 
The American attack on Iraq 
made Gadhafi wonder whethero 
he would be next. In December 
2003, he agreed to surrendetg; 
his facilities for building» 
weapons of mass destructionjgi, 
and agreed to allow them to Белу 
shipped to the United States, 
for storage. эй 


asd 


Fully warranted á 


Rep. Tom Lantos, the тапсы 
ing Democrat on the House її 
ternational relations commit; sp 
tee, said the administration's 
decisions were fully маттап 
x sib 

“Libya has thoroughly alms 
tered its behavior by abolish-yy 
ing its program to develop) 
weapons of mass destruction 
and ending its support for teras} 
rorism,” Lantos said. 
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Gov't to save 
P5B if Senate 
is abolished, 
says Santiago 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


From page Al 
tive Ledac,” Press Secretary Igna- 
cio Bunye said in a statement. He 
later told reporters that the meet- 
ing would be “fruitful.” 

Bunye said that among Mala- 
cafiangs priority measures were 
the much-delayed 2006 national 
budget, the antiterror bill, tax ex- 
emption for minimum wage earn- 
ers, bio-ethanol bill and the anti- 
smuggling bill. 

The President's political advis- 
er, Gabriel Claudio, said a sepa- 
rate presentation on Charter 
change would be made in today's 
meeting. 

He said the discussion "will be 
on whether both chambers can 
get together and jointly push for 
the constituent assembly as а 
mode to tackle the Charter 
change proposals.” 


Palace optimistic 

Claudio said the Palace "could al- 
sonotignore the fact that the House 
considers the constituent assembly 
its top priority, especially after hav- 
ing passed many of the administra- 
tion's urgent legislative measures.” 

He said he was hopeful that 
“obstacles to a collaborative ef- 
fort of the House and the Senate 
їп pushing for constitutional re- 
forms” would be overcome. 

Drilon said 22 of ће 23 sena- 
tors signed a resolution in March 
opposing the House resolution 
that the two chambers vote as one 
instead of separately when 
amending the Constitution using 
the Con-ass mode. Only Sen. Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Jr. was unable to 
sign because he was on sick leave. 


SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR-SANTI- 
ago yesterday said the government. 
could save more than PS billion if 
the Senate were abolished in a uni 
cameral parliamentary system. 

‘The administration senator 
said if the upper chamber was 
abolished by July the govern- 
ment could save over P1 billion a 
year up to 2010 when the term of 
12 senators elected in 2004 is due 
to expire. 

Santiago has said the Senate 
will cease to exist by July if the 
Supreme Court rules on the 
House resolution calling for a 
constituent assembly with the 
two chambers voting as one in- 
stead of separately. 

“Only the Supreme Court 
has the sole and exclusive pow- 
er to decide whether we, can 
have Charter change and abol- 
ish the Senate,” Santiago said. 
“By itself, the Senate has no 
power to veto a House resolu- 
tion calling for a constituent 
assembly.” 


Personally crushed 

She said she was “personally 
crushed that the dialogue on 
Charter change seems to be driv- 
еп by the presidential ambitions 
for the 2010 elections on the part 
of certain senators.” 

If the senators could not "rise 
above personal greed for power,” 
she said she would rather vote for 
a parliamentary system of gov- 
emment. 

Santiago said the Senate might 
as well be abolished because it 
was not “simon pure” anyway. 
Senatorial candidates in 2004 
who were at the tailend of sur- 
veys suddenly became topnotch- 
ers, she pointed out. 

“if Senate elections do not truly 
reflect the peoples will, let us 
abolish the Senate and move up in 
our political evolution,” she said. 


Senate nod essential 

Drilon said he would present the 
resolution in the Ledac meeting. If 
the House resolution is taken up by 
the Supreme Court, Drilon said the 
Senate as an institution would also 
fighe for its position. 

“Тат confident that the position 
of the Senate will be sustained by 
the Supreme Court," he said. 

Drilon said that just to convene 
the Con-ass would require the con- 


Downgrade to MP 

"That can only be explained ei- 
ther by money or by magic. So 
how can certain senators adopt a 
moral stance with respect to Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's elec- 
tion?" she said. 

Santiago said she would par- 
ticipate in a constituent assembly 
and was prepared to "be down- 
graded to an ordinary MP (mem- 
ber of parliament)" 

She said some senators were 
“licking their forefingers" and 
were planning to support Charter 
change if they would be given the 
chance to run for Prime Minister 
under the new form of govern- 


From page Al 
the opposition bloc led by Senate 
Minority Leader Aquilino "Nene" 
Pimentel Jr 

Drilon declared that he would 
honor his power-sharing agreement 
with Villar, who himself said he 
‘would start soliciting the signatures 
of 13 senators in his bid to become 
the Senate's next leader in July. 

Amid ай this, the sever-man mi- 
nority bloc led by Pimentel would 
not merely cool its heels, but close- 
ly watch the "developments" on 
the Senate leadership revamp in 
the run-up to the opening of the 
third regular session on July 24. 

"We are watching the develop- 
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SENATORS (from left) Manny Villar, Ralph Recto, Joker Arroyo, Juan Ponce Enri 


‘Senate's regular session. 


currence of the Senate, He said the 
House resolution calling for the 
Con-ass was sent to the Senate in 
December last year, but it was still 
pending before its committee on 
constitutional amendments. 

Drilon said the fact that the 
House filed a concurrent resolu- 
tion and sent it to the Senate 
meant that the House recognized 
the need for Senate concurrence 
before it could validly convene a 
constituent assembly. 

He said any constituent assembly 
without the Senate's concurrence 
‘would be an “exercise in futility” 

Drilon will hold the senators to 
their signatures even if Senators 
Santiago, Edgardo Angara and 


ments carefully For all you know, 
the minority might become the 
majority Who knows, its any- 
body's game at this point,” Pi- 
mentel said ina press briefing. 

"When the opportunity arises, 
the minority will strike, whatever 
that may be. So for the moment, 
what we're saying is that there's no 
group that can alter the status quo." 

‘Apart from Pimentel, the 
group consists of Senators Panfilo 
"Ping" Lacson, Serge Osmefa Ш, 
Jamby Madrigal, Alfredo Lim, 
Jinggoy Estrada and his mother, 
Luisa "Loi" Ejercito. 

Of all the groups in the cham- 
ber, Pimentel's bloc has the high 
est number of votes. 


Norevamp 

And despite speculations of a 
Senate revamp in yesterday's re 
sumption of session, Drilon kept his 
post. Not one senator challenged 
his leadership and Drilon presided 
пос just over the session but at a 
caucus of all senators to set the Sen- 
ез legislative agenda up to the ad- 
journment of session on June 9. 

In a briefing yesterday, Drilon 
said he would honor his gentle- 
man’s agreement to turn over the 
Senate presidency to Vilar in July. 

He also said he would sign any 
resolution that Villar would pass 
around to declare the Senate presi- 
dency vacant at the opening of the 
third regular session in late July. 

Villar earlier told the INqumer that 
he expected Drilon to honor their 
agreement of July 2004. Drilon had 
said he would, but he added a new 
caveat—that Villar must secure the 


Manuel “Lito” Lapid were to par- 
ticipate in an assembly. 

He warned the three senators 
would be attending the assembly 
“in their personal capacity” and 
they would not be representing 
the Senate. 


Santiago’s prediction 

Other senators expectedly dis- 
missed Santiago's prediction of 
the Senate's abolition by July. 

“No, I don’t see it. Tm even hap- 
рутозау that... (i the railroading 
of Cha-cha is not done yet by Au- 
gust this year, ГЇ make a bet that 
even the administration will start 
preparing for its senatorial lineup. 
for 2007,” said Sen. Ralph Recto. 


votes ofthe majority 

“Under our rules and as shown 
by tradition, as in all leadership 
changes in the Philippine Senate, 
the incoming Senate president will 
have to carry the mandate and sup- 
port of 13 senators expressed 
through a signed resolution. 1 will 
sign that resolution," Drilon said. 


Campaign for Villar? 

Drilon, however, would not 
commit the votes of the other sen- 
ators who concurred with their 
2004 agreement. He also would 
not say if he would campaign for 
Villar. 

When asked if Villar needed to 
get 11 senators, Drilon said yes. 

A majority of 13 is needed ro 
elect the Senate president, but by 
tradition, Drilon is expected to 
vote for Villar. 

Other senators seemed to echo 
Drilon's position. 

Vilar, for his рап, said he would 
go out of his way to convince his col- 
leagues in the chamber to support 
him in his bid. “Of course, ГЇ talk to 
them one by one,” he told reporters. 


Counting votes 

Senators Miriam Defensor-San- 
tiago, Juan Ponce Enrile, Richard 
Gordon and Manvel “Mar” Roxas 
T had said they were not bound by 
the pact, fueling speculations this 
would be challenged soon. 

In his view, administration Sen. 
Ralph Recto said that the Senate 
presidency if it ever came to a vote 
at the opening of the third regular 
session im late July was stil a 
toss-up between Drilon and Villar. 
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‘and Francis Pangilinan attend the formal opening of the 
ROGERMARCALLO 


Sen. Richard Gordon said: 
‘SDV (Speaker Jose de Venecia) 
must be fretting because Miriam 
would be the prime minister.” 

But Gordon said Santiago's 
statement was conditional and 
that she probably knew that the 
Supreme Court would uphold the 
Senate position. 

Angara said he was for a con- 
stituent assembly but only if the 
Senate and the House voted sepa- 
rately. 

"We should let the Supreme 
Court decide that because my 
own reading is that the Constitu- 
tion contemplates. voting sepa- 
rately, not voting as one. If the 
‘Supreme Court says voting can be 


as one, then we will abide by it,” 
Angara said. 


Timetable ‘too tight" 

He said Santiago's July timetable 
was "too tight” but added that it 
would be possible if the Senate and 
House leaders reached a consensus 
tositasa constituent assembly. 

House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero yesterday said Makati 
Rep. Agapito “Butz” Aquino 
would attend the Ledac meeting 
but “only to listen.” 

He said the only bill on the agen- 
da that the House opposition agreed 
with was the proposal to remove the 
withholding tax on the income of 
minimum-wage eamers. 


Senate presidency still anybody's game—Nene 


“Right now, Villar has 10 votes. 
If Drilon abides by the agree- 
ment, that's 11 votes,” he said in 
ап interview, but declined to 
name names. "And I think it’s easy 
to get the two extra votes." 

Villar and Recto belong to the 
so-called “Wednesday Group,” 
which includes Senate Majority 
Leader Francis "Kiko" Pangilinan 
and Sen. Joker Arroyo. 


Kiko will honor it 

Pangilinan said he had bro- 
kered the term-sharing agree- 
ment in 2004 between Drilon and 
Villar and said he would honor it 

“You'll have to ask the other 
senators about their vote. My po- 
sition is that I brokered the agree- 
ment in 2004 so 1 will honor it,” 
he said. 

But he said Villar’s election 
would depend on the senators. 

"The decision to have a new Sen- 
ate president is a decision of the 
chamber We will go through it 
based on our rules; Pangilinan said. 

Incidentally, Pangilinan is also 
а member of the Liberal Party 
bloc in the chamber, which in- 
dudes party president Drilon, 
Roxas and Sen. Rodolfo Biazon. 

Senate President Pro Tempore 
Juan Flavier said he would honor 
the agreement but said he did not 
know whether the others would. 

"That's a question mark. There 
was an agreement before but 1 
don't know if there are others 
who are changing their position,” 
Flavier said, 

Villar said he did not mind if he 
had to solicit the support of his 


colleagues despite their earlier 
agreement that he would take 
over by July, when the third ses- 
sion of the 13th Congress opens. 

"That is OK. les important that 
each senator will be given a right 
to vote. I's not a problem to me,” 
Villar said. 


Minority report 

Pimentel however, said that even. 
ifthe groups of Drilon and Vilar coa- 
lesced, they would still fall shore of 
the 13 votes needed to wrest control 
ofthe Senate presidency 

"They would still lack the neces- 
sary votes to effect a change in 
leadership. Unfortunately, if you 
follow the constitutional provision, 
you need 13 votes. Nobody has 13 
Votes ar this point,” he said. 

He had earlier said that Drilon 
could count on five votes, and Vil- 
lar, four. 

Pimentel said he doubted that 
Drüoris party mates would goalong 
with him in supporting Villar. 

“He said yes, but that is a per- 
sonal commitment of his. Pm not 
too sure if he brings with him the 
group of senators who are identi- 
fied wich him," he said. 

Pimentel hinted that his group. 
would not readily support Villar 
on the mere say-so of one senator. 

"There are things that have to be 
decided like the interest of the indi- 
vidual senators, the interest of our 
group on specific issues," he said. 

But he added: "Talking about 
possibilities, the possibility is that 
the status quo will be retained be- 
cause you need 13 votes to main- 
tain the status quo. 


Peso back to 52-level vs US dollar 


From page Al 
reckoned that since the peso had 
failed to break into the 50-level 
against the greenback, they 
might as well build their dollar 
reserves at the present exchange 
rate before the US currency 
strengthened further due to 
prospects of rising interest rates 
in the United States. 

He also noted that dollar re- 
mittances of overseas Filipino 
workers, which reached an eight- 
year high of $1 billion in March, 
were beginning to thin out. Most. 
of the OFW remittances in March 
and April were for school fees and 
other expenses for the opening of 
classes in June. 

“Remittances from overseas 
Filipino workers had poured in 
much earlier, so there's not so 


much [to offset outflows with] at 
this time,” Ayes said. 

He also anributed the pesos 
weakening to the demand for the 
US currency from foreign investors 
believed to be associated with the 
selldown in local stocks and bonds. 


Stronger dollar 

These investors were willing to 
pay P52.30 to P52.40 for a US dol- 
lar in offshore markets, exerting 
downward pressure on the peso 
that was priced as much as 25 cen- 
tavos higher against the greenback 
at the Philippine Dealing System. 

Falling stock markets across 
Asia on Monday weighed not on- 
ly on the peso but other regional 
currencies as well. 

Traders said the peso slide ear- 
y Monday spurred the profit-ak- 


en the peso at the Philippine Deal- 
ing System in the coming days. 

‘But he stressed that ће peso's 
depreciation had been driven by 
external forces and had nothing 
to do with any concern on the 
Philippine political or economic 
fronts, 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 
recently said local interest rates 
based on the benchmark Treasury 
bill had fallen "оо low" and must 
bottom out to encourage peso-de- 
nominated savings. 

Tetangco explained that if the 
marrow difference between 
Philippine and US interest rates 
persisted, this would encourage 
people to save in dollar accounts 
Ayes said a songer dollar in off- ог put their money in dollar-de- 
shore markets could further weak- nominated instruments. 


Li e t 


ing in the Philippine stock mar- 
ket. Local stocks yesterday 
plunged as investors, taking their 
cue from the peso's retreat 
against the US dollar, pocketed 
gains from the stock markers ad- 
vance last week to its highest in 
nearly seven years. 

The 30-company Philippine 
Stock Exchange Index fell 79.47 
points, or 3.2 percent, to close at 
2,438.73. On Friday it lost 32.59 
points to finish at 2,518.20. (See re- 
lated story in Business, Page B1.) 

“It’s due to corporate demand 
and foreign banks’ lightening up 
their positions,” Jonathan Rave- 
las, chief market strategist at 
Banco de Oro Universal Bank, 
said of the peso's depreciation. 
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RP seamen 
to get biometric 
ID cards soon 


By Jerome Aning 


FILIPINO SEAMEN WILL SOON HAVE THEIR 
biometric seafarer identity card to allow for 
easier seaport exit and entry in various parts 
of the world, 

‘The ID system would be the first in Asia, La- 
bor Undersecretary Manuel Imson said, 
adding that International Labor Organization 
last year recommended the use of a biometric 
ID system for seafarers. 

"The advantage is Filipino seafarers would 
be accepted in many shores and their leaving 
their ships would be least inconvenient for 
them," he told reporters. 

The country’s 250,000 seafarers, the 
biggest number in the world, will receive the 
biometric ID free of charge, said Imson. 

‘The IDs will be renewed every five years. 

According to the Trade Union Congress of 
the Philippines, the number of Filipino sailors 
deployed overseas is expected to increase by 
some 25,000 this year, bringing to 272,751 
the total number of Philippine mariners on 
foreign ocean-going vessels. 

Partly on account of the increased deploy- 
ment, TUCP general secretary Emesto Herrera 
yesterday said remittances by Filipino sailors 
are expected to grow by USS250 million or 15 
percent, to US$1.92 billion this year. 

‘This would account for almost 17 percent 
of the projected US$11.8 billion that would 
be sent home this year by all Filipino workers 
abroad, the former senator said. 

Last year, Herrera said, the sailors remit- 
tances made up 15 percent of the US$10.7 bi 
lion that all foreign-based Filipino workers- 
senthome. 

Herrera said the money remitted by Fil- 
ipino sailors has grown by $580 million or 53 
percent over the last five years, from $1.09 
billion in 2001 to $1.67 billion in 2005. 

Over the same period, he said the number 
of Filipino sailors abroad increased by 20 per- 
cent or 42,800, from the 204,951 in 2001 to 
247,751 in 2005. 

"The demand for Filipino sailors is being 
buoyed in a big way by brisk global trade, 
which in turn is being driven by the rapidly 
growing economies of China, India, Russia, 
Brazil, and to a certain extent, by the recover- 
ing Japanese economy,” Herrera said. 

“There has been a tremendous surge in all 
kinds of commodity shipments to China, from 
industrial metals and chemicals, to rice, crude 
oil and coal," he added. 
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KNIFE DUELIN THE HIGH SEAS 


Foreigners witness bloody Queen Mary fight 


By Volt Contreras. 


SEVERAL CREW MEMBERS OF THE LUXURY 
liner Queen Mary II witnessed last week's 
killing of a Filipino crew man allegedly by his 
compatriot, the Department of Foreign Affairs 
reported yesterday. 

"The crew members—a mix of foreign and 
Filipino personnel—are expected to give 
British police first-hand accounts of the inci- 
dent which occurred while the ship was en 
route to Norway on the afternoon of May 12. 

Considered the worlds largest, tallest and 
longest ocean liner, the QMII was still at sea com- 
pleting its scheduled cruise as of yesterday, the 
DFA said. The ship can carry up to 2,620 passen- 
gers and is maintained by a crew of 1,253. 

‘There were no passengers around when а 
fatal “fight” broke out between the two Fil- 
ipinos at the rest and recreation area below 
deck, the agency reported. 

The victim, described as 40-year-old, died of 
serious head injuries while being airlifted to a hos- 
pital in the coastal town of Groeningen, The 
Netherlands. The 49-year-old suspect has been 
detained by the ship captain and will be “formally 
arrested” when the luxury liner docks at her home 
portin Southampton, England, on May 17. 

‘The DFA withheld the names of the two Fil- 
ipinos at the request of Gallon Cessford, the 
investigating officer from Hampshire police, 
and pending notification of the families by the. 
ship owner Cunard Lines in coordination with 
the Philippine Embassy in London. 

A DFA official, who requested that he not 
be named, conceded that the incident may 
tarnish the Filipino seafarers’ reputation 
abroad. "It doesn't bode well for the image of 
‘our seafarers,” said the official, who is privy to 
case updates coming from London. 

In his many years of dealing with cases of slain 
‘overseas Filipino workers, the offical said, when a 
knife was used, very often our suspicions would 
prove correct that it was another OFW who did it” 

He provided no explanation for this "pat- 
tern" except to surmise that a knife is the most 
easily obtainable weapon in a foreign country. 
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A dismal record 


OT A FEW ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS 
Ne with irony and sarcasm the news last week 

that the UN General Assembly had elected Cuba, 
China and Saudi Arabia to the new Human Rights Coun- 
cil. Voting by secret ballot, the UN General Assembly also 
elected Russia, Tunisia and the Philippines to the 47- 
member council. 

Cuba, China and Saudi Arabia are widely known to be 

notorious abusers of human rights. Rus- 
EDITORIAL sia and Tunisia are two other countries 

whose records have been criticized by 
human rights groups. While Ambassador to the UN Lauro 
Baja Jr. hailed the Philippines election to the Human Rights 
Council as “another remarkable success,” we doubt very 
much whether our human rights record in the past two or 
three years is something to be proud of. Here is the record: 

In 2005, Task Force Detainees of the Philippines docu- 
mented the following cases of human rights violations: 37 
cases of illegal arrest and detention, with 88 victims; 15 cas- 
es of torture, 32 victims; 1 displacement, 42 families; 13 ha- 
rassment cases, 918 persons, 940 families, 9 barangays and 
опе organization; 8 “salvagings” (extrajudicial killings), 8 
persons; 2 cases of frustrated killings, 3 persons; 3 mas- 
sacres, 32 killed and 13 wounded; 1 frustrated massacre, 1 
Killed, 1 wounded; 4 forced evacuations, 900 persons and 
960 families; 3 illegal demolitions, 20,300 persons and 100 
families; 5 violent dispersals of protest, 586 persons; and 5 
cases of disappearance, 14 persons. 

From 2001 to 2005, Task Force Detainees said, 55 per- 
petrators of human rights violations came from the 
Philippine Army, 22 from the Philippine National Police 
and 12 from “Intelligence.” 

In its 2004 annual report, Amnesty International said 
military and police forces used torture and ill treatment 
to extract confessions or information from scores of sus- 
pects during the year. The London-based group also took 
note of summary killings, arbitrary arrests, disappear- 
ances and torture of suspected communist rebels and 
members of legal left-wing organizations. 

The US State Department, in a country report released 
last March 8, said that the Philippine government gener- 
ally respected the human rights of its citizens. It added, 
however, that “pervasive weakness in the rule of law, offi- 
cial impunity and the wide disparity between rich and 
poor contributed to cynicism about official justice. ” The 
report said the Philippine Commission on Human Rights 
described the Philippine National Police as “the worst 
abuser of human rights.” It is indeed ironic that the gov- 
ernment agency that is entrusted with enforcing the laws 
and protecting the rights of citizens is one of the first to vi- 
olate and abuse their human rights. 

The US State Department made particular mention of 
the following human rights problems: extrajudicial 
killings by the security services, and political killings, in- 
cluding Killings of journalists; disappearances; physical 
and psychological abuse of suspects and detainees; and 
arbitrary arrest and detention. 

The US State Department said, “The United States and 
other free nations have a duty to defend human rights 
and help spread democracy's blessings.” This exhortation 
should be especially addressed to the Arroyo administra- 
tion which, up to now, has apparently tolerated, if not ac- 
tually encouraged by its indifference, the commission of 
human rights abuses. 

АЙ human rights abuses are repugnant to everyone's 
sense of civility and sense of justice, but because of their 
seriousness, we must particularly call the attention of the 
administration to the unabated extrajudicial killings of 
leftist activists and the slayings of journalists. To date, 
123 leftist activists had been killed during the administra- 
tion of President Macapagal-Arroyo. Of these, 93 were 
Bayan Muna members. Since 1986, 76 journalists have 
been killed, and in most of these cases, the masterminds 
have not been brought to justice. 

‘The US State Department said that “human rights and 
democracy are closely linked, and both are essential to 
long-term stability and security.” 

Let the Arroyo administration take note of this observa- 
tion, and make a greater effort to guarantee and protect 
the human rights of all the people against all violators, in- 
cluding the members of its security forces. It should also 
look seriously into allegations of human rights violations 
and not just issue statements condemning them. There can 
beno long-term stability, security and peace unless the hu- 
man rights of all the people are respected and protected. 
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ITS ONLY 76 DAYS BEFORE—NO, NOT 
Christmas. Its two and a half months before 
Speaker Jose de Venecia's "prophecy" is to be 
fulfilled. 

By end of July, De Venecia predicted either a 
bulldozed constituent assembly or "people's 
initiative” will have: (a) scrapped the 1987 
Constitution; (b) abolished the Senate; (c) run 
a nationwide plebiscite overseen by an incorri- 
sible Commission on Elections, and (d) 
strapped us into a still-o-be-defined parlia- 
mentary system. "А land of milk and honey” 
will then be around the corner, we're told 

Could this be what former Singapore Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew called, in his memoirs 
on the Philippines, the “missing gel"? Itd en- 
able a talented, diligent but fractious people to 
finally get their act together. 

‘Then, why are many passengers scrambling 
off the Charter-change express before it ca- 
reens into the terminal, even as President 
Macapagal-Arroyo leans on the throttle? 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines, for one, has yanked the "stop" 
cord. "The bishops were alarmed at the contin- 
uing and deceptive campaign to gather signa- 
tures, under a people's initiative, the CBCP 
president, Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, said. 

Catholic social action centers nationwide re- 
ported the pirma campaign lacked adequate 
information and discussion, added the low-key 
CBCP vice president, Archbishop Antonio 
Ledesma, SJ. It certainly was "not initiated by 
the people.” 

Most congressmen and assorted officials 
couldn't care less. They're staying on board. Af- 
ter all, one of its transitory provisions would 
scupper the next elections—and stretch their 
terms for three hassle-free years. 

Thus, De Venecia's salivating legion won't en- 
act the needed enabling law for a people's ini- 
бабке. Nor will they wait for the Supreme 
Court to rule if the two houses of Congress must 
vote separately on constitutional changes. If 
195 representatives sign on, the time is ripe. 


FRANKLY, 1 CANT UNDERSTAND WHY 
anyone, devout Christian or not, would object. 
violently to a movie like “The Da Vinci Code.” 
My reason for this is not that the thing is just 
pulp fiction, as its distributors rather anxiously 
propose. lm not one to underestimate the 
power of pulp fiction—some have more impact 
than others. 

At the very least my reason for it is that it is 
not the same as the Danish cartoons that de- 
picted Mohammed as а terrorist or as the foun- 
tainhead of it. That truly was objectionable 
and had no place in a civilized world. Maybe 
freedom of the press can be extended to the ex- 
treme in defense of it. But it is crass and low- 
minded. The parallel is a redneck publication 
in the American South depicting Martin Luther 
King as urging blacks to murder white folk and 
rape their women. The freedom of the press is 
not the freedom to spread racial or religious 
prejudice. 

“The Da Vinci Code” does nothing of the 
kind. It merely depicts Jesus Christ as no more 
divine than you or 1, something the Muslims 
for one believe, relegating him to a minor 
prophet beside Mohammed. Christ's ascent to 
divinity, the movie or book says, owes entirely 
to Constantine who found it the key to turning 
Christianity into а state religion. That might of- 
fend many Christians, but that is covered by 
freedom of thought, if not of the press. Chris- 
tians are free to debate the point and do not 
lack the venue for it. 

At the very most, my reason for decrying the 
persecution of “The Da Vinci Code” in some 
parts of Christendom is that it is by no means 
the most subversive thought to have been 
raised against Christianity and it certainly 
‘won't be the last. 

‘The brilliant scholar Joseph Campbell, who 
has devoted his entire life to studying the 
world's myths and written tomes on the sub- 
ject, shows in "Creative Mythology: The Masks 
‘of God" that one of the earliest, and deeply 
subversive, challenges to Christian thought, at 
least as codified in the 12th century, was un- 
bounded secular love. Before that, the Chris- 
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“Ies hinog sa pilit,” says lecturer Evelyn Мі 
randa-Feliciano. "Anything forced to ripen be- 
fore its time—pineapple or politics—turns dis- 
tasteful and bitter” 

А frenzied administration, using govern- 
ment machinery and funds, seeks to make 
hinog sa pilit through people's initiative. 
"(This) shows the move is not from the people 
but from government ..... (and) kills creative 
initiatives people may have,” Feliciano writes. 

“I hate being manipulated by my own gov- 
еттеп," she adds. “I cannot find any valid 
reason that changing the Constitution now will 
make life better. What needs changing is the 
people holding power at present." 

A “real people's initiative" would be one of 
sustained civil disobedience, Feliciano says. 
Not paying your taxes, OFWs withholding 
their remittances, mass absences, etc. “I great- 
ly wonder how it would be. 

What's needed is not Charter change but a 
new culture frame, writes the Institute for 
Studies in Asian Church and Culture's Melba 
Padilla Maggay. Otherwise, constitutional tin 
kering will only end up with "just a piece of pa. 
per that can be thrown aside when found to be 
technically inconvenient by those in power.” 

Fr. Leonardo Mercado, SVD, agrees in his 
new book, “Political and Legal Philosophies: 
Western, Eastern and Filipino.” He writes: “We 
must change the paradigm of our government 
from the rule of law to the rule of virtue which, 
in Filipino, is called of pamahalaan.” 

‘The Philippines has the facade of democrat- 
ic government. But the reality, on the ground, 
is an intricate network of ever-shifting а 
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tian cosmology revolved only around two 
things: belief in the Virgin Mary as intercessor 
to heaven and in Hell as the ultimate punish- 
ment for those who strayed from the fold. 1 
жаз a time when heretics were being ferreted 
out by the Inquisition and burned at the stake. 

‘Today, the story of Tristan and Isolde (which 
by the way has also been turned into a movie, 
though a badly made one, ifthe critics are to be 
believed) would seem like the tamest thing in 
the world, a variation of Romeo and Juliet. Yet 
during the time it appeared, it was subversive 
in the extreme, not just flouting the sacredness 
of marriage (which gave the husband property 
rights over his wife, legitimizing among other 
things the chastity belt) but proposing a world 
that lay beyond (literally) heaven and hell, 
Church and State, which was the world of love. 
between a man and a woman. The subversion 
was far subtler than Dan Brown's direct ques- 
tioning of Christian tenets, but it was far more 
forceful, penetrating as it did the heart of the 
mythology, the deepest recesses of the uncon- 
scious mind. 

Yet another earth-shaking challenge to 
Christianity came much later, this time from 
the camp of science, in the form of Darwin's 
theory of evolution. There's a very interesting 
movie too that dramatizes it, which is “Inherit 
the Wind.” It was originally a play written by 
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee based on 
the 1925 Scopes trial in the United States to 
determine whether evolution should be taught 
in schools, The Broadway version came out in 
1955 (at the heart of McCarthyism to which it 
was also addressed) and the (much-awarded) 
movie version, starring Spencer Tracy and 
Frederic March, in 1960. 1 read the play and 


liances based on patronage and clan loyalties. 
Contrivances like "people's initiative” reflect 
the onslaught of personal interests against ће " 
soft underbelly of formal systems. Itis holding 
on to power at any cost. 

Corruption has metastasized throughout so- 
ciety as a result, Mercado writes. There is a 
deepening mistrust of institutions. This ero- 
sion stems from the lack of a positive experi- 
ence with institutions, whether Congress or 
Comelec. 

This is the context wherein De Venecia's 
“prophecy” is playing out. 

Rule of law is a major factor in growth and 
stability, Maggay notes. It emerged from cen- 
turies of struggle against despotic monarchies. 
It built systems, buttressed by culture, that 
kept faith with social contracts and sustained a 
just system of reward and punishment, en- 
abling a society to flourish. 

Blind copying of Westem models results in 
gridlock. “In Asian political and legal philoso- 
phies—be it law as dharma, as li, as torah or as 
shariah—political agenda rests upon self-disci- 
pline and strives toward solidarity" Mercado 
writes. 

Instead of constitutional tinkering for the 
political survival of elites, Maggay and Merca- 
do stress the greater need for a common frame 
for what Filipinos stand for. Constitutions only 
put down on paper the moral consensus that a 
community has arrived at. 

The next 76 days will show whether this was 
a bogus prophecy. Or will the end of July see a 
nightmare: a force-fed constitution would in- 
жай, in a sham parliament, unelected repre- 
sentatives who, for the next three years, would , 
further impoverish a nation sedated by qnter- 
tainment. 

"What a measly epitaph that'd make for us: 
“They saw it coming. But they neither had the 
wit nor grit to resist the plunder of their chil- 
dren's futures." 
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saw the film, both of which left a lasting im- 
pression on me. 

Evolution, of course, flies in the face of the. 
biblical version of Creation. In the movie, the 
idea that humanity came from monkeys become 
а source of heated debate not just between the 
lawyers in the trial but within the community it- 
self A threat to faith, or belief, always takes on 
the aspect of a threat to life itself. 1 leave the 
reader to watch the movie, with some help from 
his friendly neighborhood pirate. 

But to get to my point: Christianity is still 
very much around despite these monumental 
subversions—as well indeed the subversions 
themselves. In fact, the subversions have 
stopped being subversive and now coexist fairly 
harmoniously with Christian thought. Today, 
few Christians will be found violently protesting * 
the idea of secular love, even of the passionate, 
all-consuming, defiant (of heaven or hell) vari 
ety although many of them will still be found vi- 
olenty protesting that kind of love between 
people of the same sex. This year happily broke 
the taboo wide open in the latter respect, with 
three movies, "Brokeback Mountain," "Capote," 
and “Transamerica,” vying for honors in the Os 
cars, But Christianity and "Wuthering Heights" 
are no longer oil and water, vampire and cruci- 
fix. They are, well, lovers. 

Just as well, few Christians today will be 
found violently objecting to the idea that homo 
sapiens came from apes. The conventional 
Christian wisdom now is that the biblical story 
of the Creation is mythological (in the sense of 
symbolic or poetic representation) while Dar- 
win's account of human evolution is scientific. 
There is no contradiction there, as today’s 
deeply religious and deeply scientific minds 
aver. Ever the twain shall meet. 

1 don't know how Christianity will learn to 
live with the propositions of "The Da Vinci 
Code." I do know, or suspect, that Jesus Christ 
might remonstrate with the paranoid Chris- 
tians who mean to defend him by uying to 
avoid or crush anything that doesn't fit their 
mental boxes: 

"Oye of litle faith!” 


b 
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Cyberspace debate on 9 mi 


LAST APRIL 25, I RAN A SHORT ITEM ABOUT 
the claim of Sigaw ng Bayan spokesperson Raul 
Lambino that his group's website (wwwsigawng- 
bayan.com) has had a phenomenal nine million 
hits since its launch less than three weeks earlier. 
He said that cyber traffic had been so heavy that 
Sigaw had to increase its Internet servers. I said 
that if this claim as well as his assertion that the 
mumber of those resisting Charter change has 
steadily declined were accurate, they would belie 
claims that people were not aware of the Cha-cha 
issue. 

Since then there has been a lot of passionate 
debate in Cyberspace. The non-believers dismiss 
Lambino's claim as “so obviously made-up” or 
outright propaganda; someone even suspects 
that Luli Arroyo's “Internet brigades are working 
full time, round the clock, to make the hits. If Glo- 
ria could produce a million-vote edge by instruct- 
ing one official on the phone, wouldn't it be easier 
to produce 8 million Internet hits by hundreds of 
clicking fingers paid to do that?” he queried. 

A former Palace official, Toots Ople, attacked 
Sigaw' claim that part of the hits came from 
OFWs supporting Cha-cha, snorting, “Do you 
think our OFWs have that much time to even look 
for this site?" My daughter Christine, who has 
‘worked with computers over the past decade, 
thinks the claim was not impossible, but “highly 
improbable.” 2 
But there are those who feel Sigaw's claim is 
valid and possible. Someone, who wishes to 
remain unnamed, wrote: "Are those who com- 
prised the 9 million visitors to Sigaw's web- 
sites the reform activists empowered by the 
new technology? Does it also include е-ас- 
tivists who virulently oppose Charter reform 
but have no choice but to visit the website out 
of curiosity or spite?” Arguing that in our net- 
worked societies, 9 million hits in 21 days are 
easy to reach, he computed the daily average 
web visits at roughly 428,500 a day. This is on- 
lyslightly lower than the average daily visits to 
a hot Teri Hatcher (of "Desperate Housewives" 
fame) website to download her pictures. He 
said an interested visitor can have multiple 
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visits to their favored websites and Sigaw's, 
because it's updated almost daily, falls under 
this category. He argued that the visitors in- 
clude Pinoys in technologically advanced 
countries, such as the United States, Canada, 
Western Europe, Singapore and Hong Kong. 


‘This believer pointed out that Lambino's re- 
port of Sigaws three web addresses, dot.com, 
dotnet and a dot.org., could have contributed to 
the phenomenon. “Sigaw values the trust of the 
millions supporting the cause of Charter change 
and has been rewarded with site revisits and the 
good news passed on to their friends, families 
and colleagues,” he sai 

He also stressed that its “imaginable” that or- 
dinary Filipinos can access the Internet using а 
P100 pre-paid card that guarantees up to 18 
hours of Internet use. Or they could go to the 
nearest Cyber-cafés that have sprouted not just in 
Metro Mania but in the provinces аз well. "ln 
creasing Internet usage demonstrates the liberat- 
ing force of the new technology, a force that many 
in the elite have yet come to accept,” he said. 
‘The guy who caused the furious debate, Raul 
Lambino, sent in this retort: 

“Visitor bandwidth usage averages 2 giga- 
bytes daily for only around 200 pages that 
compose the entire website so far (one giga- 
byte is equivalent to one thousand megabytes; 
to illustrate how big it is, an ordinary floppy 
diskette is equivalent to 1.4 megabytes). Any 
website administrator knows that this figure is 
half the maximum monthly bandwidth al- 
lowance of a regular webhosting service. The. 
wwwsigawngbayan.com uses a static siteme- 


Шоп hits 


ter. What this means is simple: it relies on the 
access logs automatically rolled daily by its 
webhost providers. It does not employ free 
sitemeters that abound in the electronic 
world. Most free sitemeters come expensive as 
their providers flood administrators’ e-mail 
boxes with spam (unwanted e-mails) which 
come from third parties the freegivers share 
the user's address to. This ‘gateway’ is used by 
better-educated techies to enter into the bow- 
els of a site, play around for sometime, and 
leave the administrators with severe 
headaches. In short, we hold our site's security 
very seriously and that credibility of statistics 
is the better judgment call for us, rather than 
rapidity of reports—the latter serving only to 
satisfy the amusement of nosey know-it-alls. 
“We do not also use our webhost's counters 
menu since they tend to display dissimilar 
hits reports, as a site can be viewed either as 
www.sigawngbayan.com or simply sigawng- 
bayan.com. Chances are one URL or web ad- 
dress will be visited more than the other vari- 
ant. We can only imagine how this seeming 
discrepancy would again be used to pummel 
our down-to-earth intent of promoting peo- 
ple's initiative. We will not belabor the fact 
that the aesthetics of the pre-programmed 
counters of our webhost do not conform to 
our website layout using advance software. If 
only we are not protecting the identities of 
site visitors who support our crusade, but 
meantime want to remain anonymous, we 
‘would be more than willing to make public 
the access logs of www.sigawngbayan.com, 
зо opinion makers would not waste precious 
column space to question an insignificant, 
grass roots-operated and volunteer-funded 
website hits’ stats. There they can see that in- 
deed, a phenomenon is really happening in a 
people's website, courtesy of visitors coming 
largely from the United States, Australia, the 
Middle East, China and many countries 
abroad, including a single computer terminal 
from Congo that's being used to access the 
Sigaw website faithfully two times a day since 
April 15.” (Tobe continued) 


Break a leg, theater lovers! 


TODAY MARKS THE FIRST DAY OF THE 31ST 
Unesco-International Theater Institute World 
Congress, the first time in the 58-year history of 
the congress that it’s being held in Southeast 
Asia. 

‘About thousand delegates from almost а 
hundred countries are expected to take part in 
the congress, including what the organizers call 
“the world's theater powers,” among them minis- 
ters of culture, playwrights, actors, directors, pro- 
ducers and scholars. 

“This years congress theme is quite a mouthful: 
“Ancestral Roots to New Artistic Routes of Expres- 
sion: Mobilizing Cultural Diversity to Achieve the 
UN Millennium Development Goals.” But Cecile 
Guidote-Alvarez. executive director of the Nation- 
al Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) 
and president of the ITI-Philippines, the moving 
force behind the many activities connected with 
the congress, sees nothing amiss in linking the arts 
and cultural heritage to such prosaic developmen- 
tal goals as those articulated in the MDGs. 

What can artists, and the artistic community, 
contribute to the achievement of such goals as the 
eradication of poverty, addressing diseases like 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, improving 
women's and children’s health, achieving gender 
equality and protecting the environment? 

‘This is what participants in the Leaders Forum, 
which begins May 23 and over which Unesco di- 
rector general Koichiro Matsuura will preside and 
which has drawn such personalities as UN offi- 
cials, ministers of culture, several Nobel Laure- 
ates and Unesco Artists of Peace, will be dis 
cussing, Several artists have also been invited to 
submit works that seek to explain what the MDGs 
are and what achieving them by 2015 would 
mean for humanity. 

BEFORE THEN, starting today, the World Festival 
of Drama Schools will be launched, bringing to- 
gether about 150 participants from 12 countries. 
Delegations from top theater schools around the 
world are fanning out to 10 institutions around 
the country—six in Luzon, one in Hoilo, three in 
Mindanao and some in Metro Manila—to stage 
plays and conduct workshops and interact with 
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yung performers and their teachers. 

‘t's the SEA Games all over again,” said Al- 
varez, recalling the staging of various events in 
different athletic venues around the country, 
which made the regional sports event truly а 
national experience. 

The World Festival is also complemented by 
the "Theater Olympics ofthe Nations,” from May 
22-28 during which the delegates will be treated 
to nightly performances featuring outstanding 
theater groups from Asia, Africa, the Arab States, 
Latin America, the Caribbean, ‘North America, 
Europe, as well as the Philippines. 

It's not an “Olympics” in the traditional 
competitive sense, explained Alvarez and Nick 
Lizaso, the festival director. Instead, the per- 
formances will showcase the talents of the var- 
ious national theater groups while allowing 
everyone to interact and collaborate on the 
creation of new and innovative theater styles 
and approaches. 

Not coincidentally, one of the main themes 

of the gathering is “Celebrating Diversity.” 
with productions that run the gamut from in- 
digenous and popular theater forms to tradi- 
tional native drama and classics of the West- 
ern repertoire. 
PARTICULARLY exciting is the workshop compo- 
nent simultaneous with the World Congress, con- 
ducted by foreign theater professional as well as 
respected Filipino theater figures. Among those 
conducting workshops are professor Andrey An- 
dreev from the Theatre Academy of St. Peters- 
burg who will be handling a workshop on Chekov, 
including the production of a performance of the 
Russian playwright's "The Wedding Proposal.” 


Japanese actor/stage director Sayoko Shi- 
rotani will oversee the demonstration workshop 
on “Japanese Traditional Culture," with a demon- 
stration performance at workshop's end. Local 
dancers, actors and directors are invited to partic- 
ipate in this dance/movement workshop. 
"Memoirs of a Geisha," only this time more au 
thentic, I would say. 

Professor Maria Horne from Buffalo University 
in New York will be running a workshop on “Amer- 
ican Method Acting,” which should be of particular 
interest to local actors and directors, with a 
demonstration to cap the five-day program. 

Filipino director and award-winning play- 
wright, now US-based Dr. Anton Juan, will be fa- 
cilitating the workshop and showcase production 
on “Creative Theater,” focusing on creative tech 
niques to achieve through theater the MDGs. 

"The first three workshops will be held from 
May 17-21 at St. Раш University while Juan's 
workshop will be held at the Lyceum of the Philip- 
pines. A maximum of 25 participants will be ac- 
cepted for every workshop. 


TOWARD the end of the press lunch held to an- 
nounce the details of the congress, we media 
folk had to beg Alvarez to stop piling on even 
more details and activities as we were getting 
“information overload.” We all agreed that, 
given the swirl of meetings, plenaries, work- 
shops and performances ali going on at the 
same time, including premieres and stagings 
of dramas and zarzuelas, only a powerhouse 
like her could have handled all these without 
losing her way. 

Notable, too, has been the relative silence sur- 
rounding the entire proceedings, given the sig- 
nificance of the event and the grand reach of the 
organizers’ ambitions. But I'm sure the people 
most concerned, especially young artists and 
their mentors who've made the local theater 
scene such an exciting and vibrant landscape, 
are all agog about what's going on in their field. 

And itis for them that we wish the congress 
and festival success, and the flourishing of cre- 
ative, artistic and developmental talent. Break 
aleg, everyone! 


Militarizing the Andes 


WHILE THE WORLD'S ATTENTION IS RIVETED 
on Iraq, the Colombia Plan, developed by the 
United States to fight drugs and left-wing guerril- 
las in Colombia, may soon be applied аз а general 
strategy across the nations of the Andes, if not all 
of Latin America. Colombia, it seems, is only 
mentioned nowadays in connection with Presi- 
dent Alvaro Оез reelection bid later this 
month. As а result, the spread of the Colombia 
Plan, despite its meager and ambivalent results, 
has remained obscured. 

‘When it was unveiled in 2000, the Colombia 
Plan had a double rationale: to slash narcotics 
production and exports while strengthening 
Colombia's counterinsurgency campaign against 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) rebels. Back then, the United States saw 
Colombia as hosting two increasingly interwoven. 
threats, which, without a successful military re- 
sponse, heralded the grim prospect of Colombia 
becoming a failed state. 

Indeed, despite receiving almost $1.4 billion. 
from the US between 1989 and 1999 to fight drug 
trafficking, Colombia had not reduced the prob- 
Jem, Worse still, the economic, territorial and mil 
itary insurgency of the FARC guerrillas was grow- 
ing stronger. Indeed, between 1995 and 1998, 
the Colombian army suffered its worst set- 
backs—including casualties, captures and am- 
 bushes—in the four decades of the insurgency. 

With the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and the re- 
sponse of the Bush administration, the "war 
against terrorism" became relevant to Colom 
‘Asa result, the failed three-year dialogue between 
the government of Andrés Pastrana (Uribe's prede- 
cessor) and FARC was buried in February 2002, 
with the conflict definitively intemationalized 
through massive and indirect US intervention. 

Berween 2000 and 2005, Washington paid out 
nearly $4 billion to Colombia, with approximate- 
}у 75 percent of the total going to the military and 
the police, and increased its presence in the coun- 
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пу with 800 soldiers and 600 private security 
contractors. Indeed, Colombia is now the fifth 
largest recipient of US aid in the world. 

US policy was (and remains) aimed primarily 
at the “war on drugs,” to be fought mainly by 
Colombians themselves. But the "war on terror- 
ism” in Latin America has also fallen to the 
Colombians, with a US rear guard backing up the 
‘Colombian state in order to avoid American casu- 
alties on а new front, and an overextension of US 
military commitments. 

When evaluated as an anti-narcotics strategy, 
the Colombia Plan's failure is self-evident. Even 
though the Colombian government chemically 
eradicated 523,000 hectares of coca between 
2000 and 2004, 114,000 hectares of coca re- 
mained under cultivation last year. Likewise, al- 
though Uribe's government approved the extradi- 
tion of 304 Colombian nationals and 11 foreign- 
ers (most to the United States) berween 2002 and 
2005, drugs-linked organized crime continues to 
thrive and expand in Cólombia. 

Of course, the large cartels no longer exist. In- 
stead, the business has become more "democrat- 
ie" with the multiplication of so-called "boutique 
cartels." This has created an even greater diversi- 
tyofdrugs (natural and synthetic) at lower prices 
and higher purity than 15 years ago, during the 
heyday of the Medellin drug barons. 

‘The results of the Colombia Plan's counter-insur- 
gency effort are equally mixed. The military 
Strengthening of Colombia in the last five years has 
been massive, with the offensive capacity, geo- 


graphic deployment and public credibility of the 
armed forces much greater than before. Until 2002, 
зоте 3,000 kidnappings were reported each year in 
Colombia; by 2005, the government had reduced 
that figure to less than 1,000. Between 2000 and 
2004, the National Liberation Army (ELN) was seri- 
‘ously weakened, and the FARC retreated to а small- 
er area, notably reducing its combat potential. 

However, while ELN may be strategically beat- 
en, the FARC is not. On the contrary, since 2005, 
the FARC has been escalating its attacks. More- 
over, Colombia has not effectively recovered ter- 
ritorial sovereignty in areas controlled by armed. 
right-wing groups like the United Self Defenses of 
Colombia. The implicit immunity from prosecu- 
tion these groups received in exchange for their 
demobilization has done litte to help. 

So, after five years, the Colombia Plan, a part of 
two simultaneous global wars—against drugs and 
terrorism-—has produced only uncertain and 
scanty results. Yet this has not led to any official 
questioning of tactics. On the contrary, both the US 
and the Uribe government regard what has hap- 
pened in Colombia as a "model" to be emulated 
across the Andes in order to prevent other coun- 
tries inthe region from becoming failed states. 

In fact, this "model" is already being applied in 
the region. In Ecuador, the United States has de- 
ployed its military power through the renovation 
of the Manta military base. The United States 
continues to pressure Peru's government to shoot 
down planes supposedly linked to drug traffick- 
ing, and is trying to convince Evo Morales new 
government in Bolivia to continue a failed “war 
оп drugs.” But, as in Colombia, the effort to mili- 
tarize the "war on drugs" and the “war on terror- 
ism" seems likely only to generate more disorder. 

Project Syndicate 


Juan Gabriel Tokatlian is director of Political Sci- 
‘ence and International Relations at Universidad de 
‘San Andrés in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
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Starry, starry nights 


IT'S A WONDER HOW LOOKING AT THOSE STARS TWINK- 
ling far away can bring back so many happy and painful 


memories for me. 


Wasn't it only yesterday when my playmates and I climbed 
through the window to lie on the cold tin roof and looked 
breathlessly at the night sky sprayed with thousands of stars? 
Except for a dense relative who usually came during the day 


to do the cleaning 
and the cooking, my 
sister and 1 were 
home alone that 
night. Our grandpar- 
ents (who raised us) 
were in Cebu at that 
time, leaving us to in- 
vite two of our play- 
mates to sleep over 
for the night. And 
sleep we did, under a 
canopy of stars, after 
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long conversations about school, dolls, Chinese garters and 
those silly, little boys. We later found ourselves crawling back 
through the old window when the cold became too much to 
bear since all we had on were our flimsy pajamas. That night, 
Twished (now, my grandmother would have been shocked to 
know this) that one of those silly, little boys in school, espe- 
cially the one with the dimple on his chin, could see me in 
one of my pretty dresses instead of the drab school uniform 


we had to wear. 


There were nights when a cloud would hide us in darkness 
for quite some time, as all of us ran and hid among the bush- 
es and old rubber tires and up the old chico tree in our back- 
yard. The tall, skinny boy with wide, frightened eyes would 
look for us in the darkness as we played hide and seek. We 
were also scared that something or someone would grab us 
from behind and drag us deeper into the darkness, as we 


waited for the boy to go by, so that wit 


hands over our 


mouths and our hearts in our throats, we would claim victory 
over the crestfallen “it.” Those were nights of hammering 
heartbeats and great fun which had to end when the old folks 


called us home. 


But there was also a night that I wished had never oc- 
curred. That was the night when I sat outside, willing myself 
to stop thinking about the little girl lying dead inside the fu- 
neral parlor while the embalmer was poking her everywhere 
and pumping something amid the pungent odor of the chem- 
ical. The little girl was my niece, and she had been found 
dead, lying facedown on the shore a short distance from our 
mother’s house. Our mother, a chronic gambler, was sup- 
posed to be babysitting her but instead went out to play tong- 


its with the neighbors, 


My sister never forgave her for that, but we still had to 
deal with the painful process of getting over the thousand 
what-ifs and get on with our lives. We had to make a mighty 
effort to forget the little girl (and dear God was she lit 
tle—less than 3 years old—and her coffin was so pitifully 
small that we decided to put in her favorite stuffed cat when 
we buried her) and put away the baby pictures and the little 
dresses. We had to try to forget that she had ever been born. 
Tam looking at the stars again tonight—thousands, mil- 
lions of celestial bodies that look so wonderful to touch and 
nowhere near the reality that they are balls of fire like the 
sun. Isn't it wonderful how they can look like this from afar? 
Who was it who said that stars are children waiting for 


their turn to be born? I notice one star, bigger and brighter ^l 


than the rest, and I think about the star of Bethlehem that 
guided the three Magi to the place where Jesus was born. But. 
my wish right now is that my litle niece is that star. 


Apple Mendola, 25, is a Communication Arts graduate of the 
University of the Philippines Tacloban College. 
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ONE OF MY PET PEEVES IS HAVING THE MINERAL WATER 
1 ordered іп a restaurant served with a glass of ice. Hello? 
The reason I want mineral water is that I want to be sure that 
Tm drinking pure, sparkling, clear water that passed several 
filtering and purifying processes, and I can't say the same for 
those ice cubes, excuse те. 

But such is life: we ask for one thing and we are given an- 
other, or probably the same thing with a cherry on top. But 
depending on the person and depending on the wish, the 
cherry can be a piece of fortune or a piece of misfortune (al- 


lergies come to mind). 


If there's something extra that goes with some of the 
things we wish for, sometimes we get much less of what we 
wanted. Like being served warm mineral water on a hot, 
sunny afternoon. Or ordering sago't gulaman only to find out 
that the vendor has run out of sago. Or taking the MRT, only 
to find out that the air-conditioning is off. Or finding an intel- 
leccually fulfilling job that doesn't pay much. Or being invit- 
ed for supper and missing the climax of a telenovela. Or get- 
ting married, only to be separated by work. Or flashing your 
best smile ага guy who doesn’t see it. Or getting a hug that 
doesn’t feel warm enough. 

But let's not dwell on the negative and highlight those ex- 
tras that bring that unexpected smile to our lips. Like taking 
home a bag of loot from a children's party. Or getting a free 
magazine after buying a bunch of books, Or free makeup 
samples after patronizing а cosmetics line. Or freebies froma 
wedding expo. Or an unpredicted incentive bonus. Ora free 
massage after getting a haircut. Or being offered a seat on 
the train. Or hearing a hearty laugh after telling a corny joke. 
Or receiving а compliment after doing a good job. Or hearing 
words of thanks after opening a door for someone. Or get- 


ting a goodbye kiss. 


But back to my pet peeve. Maybe I should not blame the 
waiter or the poor training he got. The Bible says, "Ask and 
you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall 
be opened to you.” That says you must ask exactly for what 
you need, down to the nitty-gritty. 

1 think 1 have solved my problem by being very specific 
and saying, "Cold mineral water, And no ice please.” 


Lyra Dacio, 28, is doing her master’s at the University of the 


Philippines in Diliman. 
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course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
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Way to reac 


ОМ MAY 19, OUR FAMILY WILL 
be in the province to visit our chil- 
dren's great-grandmother, Lola Lola 
Ving, as she turns 92 years old. We 
will have a small party on her birth- 
day—to celebrate her long and 
wellived life. On May 19 and the. 
days thereafter, we will be doing 
what families normally do during 
summertime. What we will not be 
doing is to watch the much-talked 
about movie “The Da Vinci Code.” 

‘Much has been written about 
why we should or should not 
watch this movie. I would like to 
add my voice to the fray, as a re- 
sponse to those who tell me to 
"chill" not to be so uptight about a 
movie that is a "work of fiction." 

Let me start by saying that 1 
love my own mom to the ends of 
the earth. She is the best mom in 
the world to me. I often reflect 
how I can be more like her—as she 
and my father raised five good cit- 
izens and children of God—in the 
hope of raising my own children 
successfully 

n the same way, the Catholic 
Church is also our Mother 
"Through the centuries, Our Holy 


Mother the Church has tried her 
very best to preach and live the 
teachings of Our Lord on love, to 
bring the Good News to everyone, 
to feed the hungry, to comfort the 
sick and needy and to show mercy. 

I know that my mom has her 
faults—I have experienced them 
first hand!—but because of my 
love and loyalty to her, [would not 
allow anyone to say bad things, 
most especially lies, about her. in 
the same way, I will not pay a cen- 
tavo to watch a movie that ma- 
ligns my Mother the Church 
whom love so much. 

The movie may be exciting, 
thought-provoking, "two-thumbs 
up.” It may not even cause me to 
doubt my faith; it will probably 
provide me two hours of enter- 
tainment, But this movie, mas- 
querading as fiction, is still riddled 
with lies, half-truths, criticisms 
and innuendoes about my Mother 
the Church, painting her to be ап 
oppressive religion that will stop 
at nothing, not even murder, to 
sustain its power. It questions the 
divinity and holy purity of my 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who 


A Constitution of our own free will 


‘THIS 18 THE WORST TIME TO 
revise or rewrite the Constitution. 
‘The country has hardly recovered 
from the attempts to unseat the 
President. 

If ever we rewrite the Constitu- 
tion, this should be done not earli- 
er than 2008, when things have, 
more or less, settled down. The 
Philippine peso shall have stabi- 
lized by then at a favorable rate, 
and the economy shall have signi 
icantly recovered. 

Only a Constitutional Conven- 
tion can truly articulate the wish- 
es of the people. To help insulate 
this body from politics, there 
should be a rule to ban all mem- 
bers of the House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate from becom- 
ing its members. No two mem- 
bers of the Constitutional Con- 
vention should be related by con- 
sanguinity or affinity within the 
fourth civil degree. This will elim- 


inate political dynasties that have 
a stranglehold in government 
and politics. And the membership 
of this body should be limited to 
85 (one from each of the 79 
provinces and six from Metro 
Manila). 

Parts of 2008 and 2009 should 
be devoted to the dissemination of 
the draft constitution and the rati- 
fication by the people. In the year 
2010, the new Constitution 
should be ready for implementa- 
tion. 

Between now and 2008, let us 
all stop bickering, cheating and 
scheming. We should look for- 
ward to ushering in a climate of 
sustainable economic recovery 
and political stability—enough to 
rewrite a Constitution of our own 
free will 

—APOLONIO G. RAMOS, 
42 Mindanao St., 
Marikina City 


Sabio denies attending Makati meeting 


IN HIS COCKTAILS COLUMN 
titled "Death by dissipation” (PDI, 
5/8/06), Vietor C. Agustin wrote 
that: “Incidentally, Brodett was 
seen meeting with PCGG Chair 
Camilo Sabio, Commissioner Ri- 
cardo Abcede, Mike Arroyos 
lawyer Jesus Santos and another 
unidentified individual at the 
Peninsula ‘Tabac Room Friday 


kago 
E 
— Woo. 


Mene Dee 


"us 


[al gon ме 


Agustin's statement is not cor- 
тес. 

1 was not anywhere in Makati 
City that night (Friday, May 5, 
2006). Neither was I with any of 
the personalities he mentioned, 

—CAMILO L. SABIO, 

chair, 

Presidential Commission 
оп Good Government, 
IRCBldg., Mandaluyong City 
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died а painful death for me. TI 
movie clearly does not deserve my 
time and money. 

А saint once said that we must 
drown evil in a super-abundance 
of good. Instead of watching this 
movie, I will instead seek to learn. 
more about the truths of my faith. 
I will try to be more compassion- 
ate to the children begging for 
“pambili ng tinapay (money for 
bread)" more patient with the 
helpers who exasperate me, more 
temperate with eating now that it 
is summertime. 

This way, I will not be cowed in- 
to shame or pretend to be indiffer- 
ent to the faults of the Catholic 
Church alluded to in the movie. 
Instead, I can raise my head high 
that I am a better person because 
of the teachings and example of 
my Holy Mother the Church. 

То my fantastic mom Tita Ca- 
sus, and to my Holy Mother the 
Catholic Church, thank you for ev- 
erything! A belated Happy Moth- 
er's Day! 

CAROL ANNE CASUS 
TANSINGCO, 
fatcat@plätdsl.net 


One among many 
devoted teachers 


"TEACHER FINDS. HOME IN 
unexpected place" (PDI, 4/30 
796) Nena Monte, a Ph.D. holder, 
is'a Catholic devoting her time to 
Muslim communities, educating 
children, sacrificing her chances 
of being promoted, without so 
much regard for her safety. I find 
her story inspiring. 

Tam a Christian married to a 
Muslim. I respect the ways and 
traditions of the Muslims. Monte 
is a great help in putting young 
Muslims in a better position to 
shape a better future for them- 
selves. 

Monte is just one of the many 
dedicated and devoted educators 
around the country. I hope she will 
become a model not only for her 
students but also for other teach- 
ers to emulate. 

1 never dreamed of becoming а 
teacher. But in my present com- 
mitments, I have discovered that 
teaching is indeed a noble profes- 
sion. It is quite fulfilling to see 
your students apply later in life 
"what you have taught them. The 
thought that you have become 
part of their better selves warms 
the heart. 

1 salute Nena Monte and all the 
teachers out there reaching out to 
students in far-flung areas. 

ALBERT SARMIENTO, 
alamid67@yahoo.com 
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TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


LAMESA dam supplies most of Metro Manila's water 


Premature worries about health risks to Metro 


ALOT HAS BEEN WRITTEN AND 
said about the housing project of 
the 1,411 retired employee- 
awardees of the Nawasa (now 
MWSS). The project was sup- 
posed to have been carried out 
more than 38 years ago, consider- 
ing its potential threats of pollut- 
ing La Mesa Dam, the source of 
drinking water for Metro Manila's 
entire population. 

As the third lawyer from our 
firm who has acted as counsel of 
the retired employees since 1981 
(their earlier counsels being the 
late Sen. Lorenzo M. Tafiada and 
Commissioner Martiniano P Vi- 
vo), I have been requested by An- 
gelino Pascual, an 86-year-old 
awardee and chair of the 1968 
NWSA Employees Housing Pro- 
ject-Implementation Committee, 
to make it known that they too 
would not want the La Mesa Dam 
to be polluted, and that the pub- 
Нез interest is also their interest. 
Just like the rest of Metro Manila, 
they too will source their drinking 


water from the dam. 

‘At this point, however, Pascual 
feels that it is premature for the 
parties concerned to outrightly 
reject the construction of their 
housing project at the present site 
(its third), considering that the 
Environmental Impact Study 
(EIS) has not yet been submitted 
to the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources for 
its review. He hopes that despite 
the present controversy, the 
DENR will be able to conduct a 
sober and independent: assess- 
ment of the technical data to be 
submitted. 

He added that the parties con- 
cerned should also not fault the 
awardees from insisting on build- 
ing their housing units at its cur- 
rent site. If it was a forgone con- 
clusion that the housing project 
would pollute the La Mesa Dam, 
the 1989-1990 MWSS board of 
trustees would certainly not have 
allocated the 58 hectares along 
the Quirino Highway for the pro- 


Grateful for students who see need to 


‘THIS REFERS TO SOMELETTERS 
from Inquirer readers criticizing 
the behavior of Maria Theresa 
Pangilinan for heckling Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. It is regret- 
table that these self-proclaimed 
upright, educated, moral people 
have the gall to call Pangilinan's 
behavior a “disgrace,” but they are 
silent about the more reprehensi- 
ble actions of an illegitimate, cor- 
rupt, cheating and lying "Presi- 
dent.” 

One writer saw Pangilinan's be- 
havior as indicative of the failure 
of our educational system. In it- 
self, the view reveals the writer's 
ignorance of the system's real 


problems. Our educational system 
is a failure because of corruption. 
and the distorted priorities of the 
government, especially the pre- 
sent-administration which is bent 
оп doing everything, legal and il- 
legal, to perpetuate itself in pow- 
er. What do you expect of an ad- 
ministration that spends billions 
for electoral fraud, bribery, 
anomalous contracts and other 
corrupt acts but does not have 
enough funds to build classrooms 
forits youth? 

‘The present economic and po: 
litical turmoil is the offshoot of 
the machinations of one small la- 
dy who is big-time when it comes 
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ject. Moreover, since 1996, his 
group had consulted different en- 
vironmental specialists who as- 
sured that the adoption of certain 
measures would prevent the po- 
tential threats of pollution to the 
dam. 

While it is true that a recent 
MWSS-commissioned study rec- 
‘ommended not to use the current 
site for the housing project, Pas- 
cual and his co-awardees cannot 
be blamed for deeming the same 
as self-serving, considering that 
the MWSS itself has not been ea- 
ger to abide by its contractual obli 
gations with them for the last 38 
years. 

But whatever decision of the 
DENR, the awardees have com- 
mitted to abide by the same, as 
what has been provided for in the 
deed of sale. 

—WIGBERTO R. TANADAJR., 
таайа, Vivo & Tan, 

6/F Strata 2000 Building, 
Emerald Avenue, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


remove GMA 


to greasing the entire corrupt 
machinery that keeps her in 
power. Her removal is not an all- 
cure to our problems, but it is the 
first, necessary step toward their 
solution. We should thank that 
we still have students like 
Pangilinan who have the ability 
to clearly "discern" the need for 
this first step and the courage to 
work for that step to be taken, 
even if it means risking their 
lives. 

Proper decorum? 1 wish those 
lerter-writers will have the nerve 
to demand that from their idol 

—JOSEPH NICDAO, 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
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Palparan says Army infiltrated NPA 


CALOY destroys fish cages in the coastal towns of Taal Lake. 


Northern Samar placed under state 
of calamity in wake of storm 'Caloy' 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—NORTHERN SAMAR HAS 
been placed under a state of calamity after 
tropical storm “Caloy” displaced more than 
4,000 families or over 23,000 persons and 
damaged at least P122 million worth of in- 
rastructure and agriculture. 

Provincial board members met in a special 
Session yesterday to act on the request of 
Northern Samar Gov. Raul Daza to declare the 
entire province under a calamity. 

‘The declaration would allow the provincial 
‘government to tap its calamity funds in order 
jo help the residents in five of the 22 towns af- 

ted by the storm. 

"These are the capital town of Catarman, Ca- 
Pul, Mondragon, San Antonio and Mapanas. 

2.In Catarman, 398 families (2,348 persons) 

Жоп seven barangays were affected when the 

SStorm damaged their houses. 

“Worst hit were Barangays Sampaguita and 
jose Abad Santos where a total of 110 fami- 
Zies (816 persons) were rendered homeless 
“when their homes, which were made of light 
materials, were swept by the rampaging wa- 
ters from the Catarman River. 


; Warehouse shelter 
kx The affected families temporarily took shel- 
аа in Barangay Sampaguita. 
Lemuel Aminio, spokesperson of the 
SProvincial Disaster Coordinating Council 
"said 3,000 families (15,000 individuals) were 
affected by the storm in Mapanas; 500 fami- 
les (2,500 individuals) in Mondragon; 499 
5 (2,495 persons) їп Capul; and 170 
s (1,020 persons) in San Antonio. 
minio said damage to infrastructure was 
ged at more than P120 million while dam- 
фе to agricultural and fishery was initially 


placed at P1.14 million. 
“Up to now, the entire province is still with- 
‘out power,” he told the INquiRER. 

Caloy, the third and the biggest storm to hit 
the country this year, also affected provinces 
in Western Visayas. 

Missing 

In ойо, seven crew members of a fishing 
boat were rescued 500 yards off the coast of 
Estancia town after their boat capsized at the 
height of tropical storm Caloy on Friday. 

In Antique, the number of evacuees in 
Sibalom town reached 154 families or 764 per- 
sons due to rising water at the Sibalom River. 

The national road connecting Пойо and 
Antique provinces is still impassable to vehi- 
cles because of a damaged bridge in Barangay 
Nanga in Guimbal town. 

At least 18 barangays in Iloilo City were 
flooded, according to the City Social Welfare 
and Development Office. 

Rescuers were also searching for five resi- 
dents of Barangay Daga in Cadiz City, Negros 
Occidental who have been missing since 
‘Thursday when they went out to the sea. 

The Negros Occidental Provincial Disaster 
Management Team (PDMT) said Solgen Loc- 
sin, Toto de la Cruz and Banhao de la Cruz 
had not returned home since they left on 
board a small banca to catch some crabs. 

‘Two other residents of Daga were also 
missing. They were identified as Aladino Do- 
lorosa, 58, and his son Glenn, 25. 

Glenn was allegedly chained to his house 
һесайзе he was said to be mentally ill. But on 
Thursday, he was able to free himself and 
went to the sea to take a bath. 

Aladino got in a banca to look for him. But 
the PDMT report said both had not been 
found. With a report from Carla Gomez and 
Nestor Burgos Jr, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Former senator Tanada to lead 


VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—VETERAN 
San rights lawyer and former senator Wig- 
pero Taada will lead the panel of defense 
Seounsels for the five farmers who were accused. 
jf being New Peoples Army (NPA) rebels and 
ha incommunicado in Tagaytay City last 
FApril 28, the wife of one of the accused said. 

Y Laura Sarmiento, wife of alleged NPA lead- 
[> Aristedes Sarmiento, said Tañada had 
agreed to lead the four-man defense counsel 
Enf rhe supposed rebels who are now detained 

this camp. 
Ў? Along with Sarmiento's husband, also ar- 

ted were Axel Alejandro Pinpin, Rico 
batter, Michael Masayes and Riel Custodio, 
Жу The five vehemently denied being NPA 
детет», saying they were just peasant lead- 
Seis and civilians in Cavite. 
Sz Sarmiento said they already had initial talks 
ih the former lawmaker from Quezon. 

She said her husband used to work as a re- 
Searcher for Tafiada: 

"Senator Tafiada still considers Aris as a 

y ^ A 


friend. He himself said he was shocked upon 
learning that my husband was arrested for be- 
ing а supposed secretary of the NPA in 
Cavite,” Sarmiento told the INQUIRER. 

Lawyers Filemon Nolasco, Poch Cinco and 
Carlo Ybafiez will join Tañada as defense 
counsels, Sarmiento said. 

She added that they were also talking with 
lawyer Jose Emmanuel Diokno, son of the late 
Sen. Jose Diokno, to join the battery of 
lawyers for the accused. 

Оп Sunday, Sarmiento and 30 other rela- 
tives of the suspected rebels went to this camp 
toattend Mass dedicated for the prisoners. 

‘The Mass, celebrated by activist priest Fr. 
Joe Dizon of Imus, Cavite, was held inside the 
‘office of the base police of Camp Vicente Lim. 

‘The room is a few steps away from the 
prison cell where the five are being held. 

In his homily, Dizon advised the families of 
the suspected NPAs not to be ashamed of 
what had happened to their loved ones. Mar- 
lon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—CONTROVERSIAL ARMY МАЈ. GEN. 
Jovito Palparan Jr. disclosed on Monday that the military in Central 
Luzon has implanted government spies in the New People’s Army, 
the armed wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines, as well 
as in its underground and legal mass organizations. 


The supposed infiltration has reportedly 
led to the new round of bloody purges 
through the killings of leaders and members 
of these Leftist groups, he said. 

“Talagang may infiltration kami sa kanila (We 
really do inflation work on them). This has been 
ongoing ever since. Its part of our intelligence ef- 
fort. We do it as part of government's work of main- 
taining peace and order,” Palparan told the INquRER 
by phone from Fort Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija where 
his command, the 7th infantry Division, is based. 

Palparan, whom politcal activists have taken to 
calling “butcher” for some 500 incidents of human 
Tights violations in Central Luzon, Samar and Min- 
doro, admitted to using the method after Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez insinuated last week that 
the killings of unarmed progressives were the result 
of purges within the communist movement. 
Missing Link 2 

“This is Operation Missing Link Part two,” Pal- 
paran added. The first part, known then as Kam- 
panyang Ahos, happened in the 1980s, mostly in 
the Bicol and Southern Tagalog regions. 

Palparan's admission came after last Satur- 
дау assassination of Bayan Muna coordinator 
Manuel Nardo, the 73rd political activists 
killed in Central Luzon since 2005. 

He declined to give details on the extent of 
the infiltration work. The clashes in Sta. Igna- 


speuxtwecontmeuror Cia, Tarlac, last Jan. 31 were among the results 


of gaining access from within the NPA, he sai. 
The Armed Forces of the Philippines 
Northern Luzon Command claimed killing 18 
rebels in those encounters. Only 10 bodies 
have actually been retrieved, though. 
“Nagiging praning na sila dahil nabibisto na sila 
(They are becoming paranoid),” Palparan said of 
the stories that leftist organizations and party lit 


groups were “making outof the killings and abduc- 
tions, and their attribution to him and the AFP 


“Prove it” 

Оп his supposed masterminding the mur- 
ders, he said: “They have to prove it.” 

Pressed to prove the fielding of state spies, 
Palparan said he was tied down by a commit- 
ment to protect those agents. 

‘According to him, the NPA is not hounded 
by the AFP only. Its enemies include former 
‘comrades who have armed themselves in de- 
fense of their lives. 

He accused the NPA of being involved in 
criminal activities like kidnapping, robberies 
and illegal drugs for reasons that “it is armed." 

Оп the other hand, sectoral organizations un- 
дег the National Democratic Front and their 
counterparts in the open, legal movement have 
“offended a lot of people" from the ranks of work- 
ers businessmen, farmers and landlords, he said. 

Palparan singled out party-list leaders, say- 
ing “even though they're in government, no 
matter what appearance they take, they are 
still enemies of the state.” 

Of the attacks on leftist leaders, he said: 
“They should blame themselves. What have 
they been doing? Why should they be targeted? 
‘They should ask themselves those questions.” 

Roman Polintan, Bagong Alyansang Ma- 
kabayan in Central Luzon, said the idea of 
communist purges raised by Gonzalez and 
Palparan was ап attempt to divert the issue 
away from the Arroyo administration's track 
record of human rights atrocities. 

‘The rising death toll and the concocted 
claims alongside the commitments by govern- 
ment to stop the killings and punish the per- 
petrators indicated “duplicity,” said Polintan. 
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TOOTS SRA POL NORTHEAR LUZON BUREAU 
‘Typhoon Caloy's strong, gusty winds won't deter pilgrims from flocking to the Manaoag Church in 
Manaoag, Pangasinan, a shrine believed to bring miracles to the faithful. 
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Baguio execs take 2nd look 
at British firm’s waste plans 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—THE CITY COUN- 
cil is reconsidering a London- 
based firm's offer to turn the sum- 
mer capitals garbage into clean 
energy years after it reneged on a 
similar deal during the adminis- 
tration of Mayor Bernardo Ver- 


The Віда International 
Group was allowed to develop a 
thermal conversion technology 
for the city dump in 2001, de- 
spite fears raised by the city gen- 
eral services office that handled 
city garbage collection until 
2004. 

The council eventually re- 
voked its contract with Brind in 
2003, when the firm failed to de- 
liver the technology. 

“We were finally told that they 
lost their top resource man dur- 
ing the 2001 attack on New York 
City and they needed time to re- 
coup,” said Mayor Braulio Yara- 
non. 

Glenville Gibson, Brind pres- 
ident, again offered to resume 


its contract in 2005, but had yet 
to present a formal offer to the 
city council, said Councilor Er- 
dolfo Balajadia, chair of the 
council's committee on envi- 
ronment. 

Brind is among the Top Three 
companies that а government 
technical working group has 
found eligible for leasing and re- 
habilitating Baguio's solid waste 
management operations, Yara- 
non said. 

The city governments 
change of heart comes on the 
heels of a public clamor to 
shut down Baguio's only 
dump. 

At least SO residents of 
Irisan, the largest barangay in 
Baguio, marched to City Hall on 
Monday to demand the imme- 
diate closure of the Irisan 
dump. 

The protest actions were 
mounted in reaction to reports 
that Yaranon had suspended the 
completion of a 10-year solid 
waste management plan that 
would have addressed the citys 
garbage problems. 


The dump had been the ba: 
sis of several suits because 
storm-triggered landslides in 
the area had affected commu- 
nities of neighboring Tuba: 
town. 

The Clean Air Act and the 
Solid Waste Management Act 
also make illegal operations in 
the Irisan dump, Yaranon said, 
although the city government 
was not legally in default bez 
cause it had ongoing programs 
to resolve the garbage im- 
passe. 

But the mayor said he was 
compelled to suspend the devel 
opment of a master plan because 
the government had not yet de- 
cided how it would convert the 
city’s garbage. 

Apart from a thermal con- 
verter, the city has the option 
to tap technology that will im- 
pound methane gas developed 
from garbage, Yaranon said 

The city government is орег8 
ating a compost plant at the 
dump, and has opened waste res 
cycling centers in several: 
barangays. 


Isabela gov identifies financier of jueteng 


By Melvin Gascon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


ILAGAN, ISABELA—GOV MARIA 
Cielo Gracia Padaca on Monday 
challenged the Philippine Nation- 
al Police to go after a suspected 
gambling lord who, she said, had 
been bankrolling the revived op- 
erations of “jueteng” in the prov- 
ince. 

Quoting reliable sources, Pada- 
ca said a certain Jun Roque was 
allegedly financing the illegal 
numbers game, which continued 
to proliferate in various Isabela 
towns. 

Bet collection activities 
went unabated despite the sup- 
posed crackdown launched by 
а special operations team sent 
by the PNP chief, Director Gen. 


Arturo Lomibao. 

“It does not matter to me how 
many thousands or millions of 
cobradores (bet collectors) they 
get arrested. This thing will not 
stop unless they get that jueteng 
lord,” she said 

Padaca said she was de- 
manding the immediate relief 
of Senior Supt. Oscar Fiesta, 
acting provincial police direc- 
tor, for his supposed failure to 
meet the one-week period that 
she gave the police official to 
stamp out the illegal lottery 
game, 

"1 know that Fiesta is in a 
very difficult situation. In 
fact, 1 sympathize with him. 
But I have to do this because 
these jueteng financiers and 
their protectors are not stop- 


Leader of signature 
campaign sees Red 
in anti-Cha-cha bid 


By Romy G. Amarado 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—THE LEADER 
of a group pushing for Charter 
change appears to be taking the Red 
scare tactic to sell the idea of amend- 
ing the 1987 Constitution. 

He told a crowd, composed 
mostly of local officials, on Friday 
that the current system of govern- 
ment was to blame for the eco- 
nomic, political and social crisis 
that, he said, was favorable to 
communist guerrillas. 

The training and series of con- 
sultation on Charter change was 
spearheaded by the Union of Lo- 
cal Authorities in the Philippines 
and the Department of Interior 
and Local Government. 

“As they say, this kind of ideol- 
ogy (communism) thrives in a 
situation where there are a lot of 
poor people; where there isa lot 
of corruption, where there is 
poor basic social services, and 
thats what we have observed 
for the last 20 years," Lambino 
said. 


Economic situation 

“The economic situation has 
become worse. Corruption has 
gone unabated since 1986. Even 
the moral values of the people 
have gone down. And so this is a 
situation, where such a group 
like the CPP-NPA (Communist 
Party of the Philippines-New 
People’s Army) can easily suc- 
ceed in convincing our people to 
join their cause,” Lambino said. 

He went on to give public as- 
surance that, with the parliamen- 
tary form of government and oth- 
er changes in the Constitution, 
such as allowing 100-percent for- 
eign ownership of businesses, the 
economy and government of the 
country would greatly improve, 
which the communists, he added, 
did not like. 

That was the reason, he said, 
that communists were the most. 
serious threat to Charter 
change. 


" 


“tt is not (former president) 
Cory Aquino, it is not (Senate 
President Franklin) Drilon or 
(former vice president Teofisto) 
Guingona. It is the communists, 
Lambino said. 

“They (communists) are so ag- 
gressive in their efforts to block 
Charter change. I have not seen 
such an organized effort from the 
other opposition groups. Not 
even from the senators, not even 
from the other opposition lead- 
ers. They are only active in the 
media," Lambino added. 

“Every corner of the archipela- 
во, they are the most vocal oppo- 
nents of Charter change,” he 
added. 

Lambino said the current 
Constitution allowed commu- 
nists to be elected through the 
party-list system, alleging that 
in the 2004 elections, “six герге- 
sentatives” of the communist- 
led National Democratic Party 
were elected, x 

He did not name the individu- 
als, but he mentioned the party- 
list groups Bayan Muna, Anak 
Pawis, Migrante and Gabriela. 

“We have already seen that in 
the last elections. The progressive 
party-list groups identified with 
the NDF were able to muster 
more than two million votes. 


Powerful bloc 

This is a very powerful bloc 
now in our political system,” 
Lambino said. 

He also projected that in the 
2007 elections, the number of 
party-list representatives from 
the communists would double. 

By 2010, Lambino foresees this 
group to have 24 representatives 
and, in 2013, to have all party-list 
seats. 

In 2016, he said "they are go- 
ing to have a president.” 

“Their organization is so wide 
all over the country. It crisscross- 
es the provinces in all sec- 
tors—women, youth, academe 
and government. They are very 
active,” Lambino said. 

a 


ping,” she said. 

The governor earlier ex- 
pressed disgust over the resur- 
gence of jueteng in Isabela 
barely two days after Fiesta as- 
sumed office as acting provin- 
cial director. 

She said this bolstered the pub- 
lic perception that the police offi 
cial brought jueteng with him to 
the province. 

Fiesta could not be contacted 
through his mobile phone. But in 
an earlier interview, he denied 
Padaca’s allegation, claiming 
that since he assumed office, his 
men had been conducting daily 
operations against illegal gam- 
bling. 

Chief Supt. Jefferson Soriano, 
Cagayan Valley police director, 
said he would not yet recom- 


mend Fiesta's relief. 

"That would be premature. 
The (anti-illegal gambling) spe- 
cial operations team is still in 
Isabela and I would have to wait 
for its report and evaluate it be- 
fore 1 would take action,” he 
said 

Soriano, however, would not 
confirm Padaca's statement 
фага certain Jun Roque was fi- 
nancing the jueteng activities 
here. 

“What I read in the news be- 
fore was that a certain Jun was 
behind the jueteng activities 
there. It is difficult to say that 
it’s that person (mentioned by 
Padaca) because it might turn 
out to be untrue,” Soriano 
said. 

In Nueva Vizcaya, bet collec- 


tions have continued in at least 
four towns amid reports that lo- 
cal officials have demanded the 
return of the illegal numbers 
game following the failed oper- 
ation of small town Lottery 
(STL), 

‘According to sources, the win- 
ning number combinations on 
‘Sunday were 9-2, 17-36 and 30- 
32. 

Mayors John Severino 
Bagasao of Bayombong and 
Ruben Sayo of Aritao, howev- 
er, were quick to deny the re- 
port. Mayors Santiago Dickson 
of Solano and Pepito Balgos Jr. 
of Bambang gave no response 
to the Inquinen’s text mes 
sages. 

Bishop Ramon Villena de- 
clined to issue a statement. 


However, his staff said he 
was just awaiting a response: 
after he had notified Mala- 
cafiang officials about the 
jueteng problem in Nueva 
Vizcaya. 

Senior Supt. Rogelio Dama- 
zo, provincial police chief, 
however, said he was still wait- 
ing for the arrival of the special’ 
operations team from Camp 
Crame that Lomibao had di- 
rected to launch a massive op- 
eration against jueteng activi- 
ties. 

“We just play a support role. 
The problem for (the local po- 
lice) is that we could not find 
the venues of draws. That is im- 
portant because we are after 
(the operators’) conviction," he 
said. 
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BEASTS OF BURDEN 
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Farmers parade their carabaos during a feast in Pulilan, Bulacan. The para 
feast that also features the animals kneeling. 


ide of the farm animals is an annual treat during the town's 
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Mayor presents cop as witness in murder plot 


STA. ROSA CITY—A RETIRING 
policeman who allegedly knew 
of the plot to kill Mayor Jose 
Catindig surfaced yesterday 
amid accusations that the 
foiled ambush was stage-man- 
aged. 

'SPO2 Rudy Grutas, an investi- 
gator assigned to the city police 
office, was presented by Ca- 
tindig during flag-raising cere- 
mony at the City Hall grounds in 
Barangay Tagapo. 

Speaking before city employ- 
ees, the mayor said Grutas knew 
the identities of the five persons 
‘who put up Р1 million to get him 
killed. 

It was the first time Catindig 
went public after he was am- 


bushed by a lone gunman in 
Barangay Dita on May 10, exactly 
a year after his predecessor, the 
late Mayor Leon Arcillas, was 
gunned down by assassins. 

"(Grutas) would be a big help 
in unmasking the masterminds of 
the plan to kill me,” Catindig told 
the crowd. 

He escaped unhurt in the am- 
bush after the bullets intended 
for him found their mark on a 
bulletproof vest which he 
hanged at the window of his ve- 
hicle's passenger seat where he 
was seated, 

‘The mayor said Grutas knew 
а certain Angie, the supposed 
handler of his would-be assas- 
sins. 


Catindig said he believed the 
testimony of Grutas would dis- 
prove allegations by his political 
rivals that the attack was stage- 
managed to sway the sympathy 
of residents from the Arcillas fam- 
ily in his favor. 

He said the policeman's infor- 
mation further boosted his belief 
that the attack was politically mo- 
tivated. 

When asked ifthe family of Ar- 
cillas had a hand in the alleged 
plot, Catindig promptly declined 
to comment. 

“1 cannot answer that question 
for now. The police are still inves- 
tigating,” he said. 

He, however, issued a warning 
to his political rivals. 

á 


“To all city government em- 
ployees, you must remember 
your duty to the people, Monkey. 
business is unwanted here,” he 
said. 

Supt. Florendo Saligao, 
SRCPO chief, declined to give 
further information about 
Grutas. 

In an earlier interview with 
the Ingumer, Vice Mayor Ar- 
lene Arcillas-Nazareno, the 
daughter of the late Mayor Ar- 
cillas, dismissed allegations 
linking her family to the am- 
bush of Catindig, She de- 
scribed the charges as "irre- 
sponsible and baseless.” Mar- 
lon Ramos, PDI Southern Lu- 
zon Bureau 
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COTABATO CITY—THE CITY 
is shedding off its bad image 
with P794 million in fresh in- 
vestments in the last six 
months, according to Mayor 
Muslimin Sema. 

Sema said that during the 
same period, the city had its first. 
huge shopping mall and com- 
mercial complex occupying a 
whole block bounded by two 
main thoroughfares. 

‘The mayor said that far from 
its kidnapping past and being a 
perennial dateline of bad news 
from elsewhere, the city’s good 


story deserved to be told. 

Businessman Pete Marquez 
said the “dispute of the dateline" 
between local reporters (for na- 
tional media organizations) and 
the business community had to 
be resolved. 

Marquez said crime news re- 
ports datelined Cotabato City had. 
tarnished its image before the 
business communities of other 
capitals like Manila and Cebu. 

Sema said that despite the situ- 
ation, local holders of national 
franchises also grew in number. 
Smaller commercial buildings 
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Cotabato shedding off kidnapping, crime image 


have been built and paved the 
way for other businesses, he said. 

Sema said he hoped the 
changes could push the city's pre- 
sent away from its dark past 
when it was reported that three. 
kidnapping cases took place there 
ina week. 

Pointing to several changes in 
the economic and infrastructure 
landscape of the city, Sema re- 
ported that a commercial bank 
һай just established its local 
branch, increasing to 14 the total 
number of banks with local 
branches. 


The seat of the city govern- 
ment, Sema announced, would 
be relocated in June to a newly 
built City Hall —about the size 
of the Manila City Hall—some- 
where south of the city's ex- 
pansion site in Barangay Mala- 
gapas. 

Cebu Pacific Airlines, which 
had just opened a Cotabato- 
Manila route, is contemplating 
on opening a Cotabato-Cebu 
flight, according to its offi- 
cials. 

Senior Supt. Ретасо 
Macacua, city police chief, re- 


ported that crime in the city has 
gone down from 97 from Jan- 
uary to March 31, compared to 
129 incidents during the same 
period last year. 

“Cotabato City opened its 
space for economic growth 
with our time-tested private 
sector at the helm under а se- 
cured atmosphere vigilantly 
guarded by your city govern- 
ment," Sema said. 

He added that new busi- 
messes had generated 2,962 
jobs and the city's regular em- 
ployment program had placed 


6,000 km cross-country in 22 days 


“Get your motor running, 

Head out on the highway, 

looking for adventure 

‘And whatever comes our way. 

Born to be wild!" 
-Steppenwolf 


By Hans Peder Pedersen 


‘THIS IS A STORY OF A 6,000-KM, 
22-day cruise on my Harley 
Davidson Sportster 1200, across 
the Philippines from Zamboanga 
City, and back—via Dapitan, Ca- 
gayan de Oro, Davao, Surigao, 
Tacloban and Sorsogon cities, 
Manila, Subic (Zambales), La 
Union, Vigan City, Pagudpud (Ilo- 
cos Norte), Tugueguerao (Ca- 
gayan), Banawe (Ifugao), Baguio 
City, Manila, Puerto Galera (Ori- 
ental Mindoro), Kalibo (Allan) 
and Dumaguete City 

For many years, Ihave traveled 
in this country on a bike in Febru- 
ary, and Гуе never experienced a 
single day of rain during those 
trips. Bue this year, it was raining 
when 1 left Zamboanga in Jan- 
uary and was pouring down 
when I came back in March, and 
lots of rain along the route. 

passed Southern Leyte a few 
days before the landslide. Maybe, 
it was a late La Niña. But in Ba- 
nawe, the hotel people told me 
that it was the warmest month 
they could recall. 

Most of the roads are fairly 
good, some even excellent. ОЁ 
course, others are bad and a few, 
real ugly. The worst are the roads 
in most of Samar, and their terri- 
ble state is a crime against the 
‘Samarefios, as well as travelers. 

‘The first leg to Zamboanga del 
Norte was a great ride. The road 
along the northern coast of Min- 
danao runs close to the sea, 
sometimes high above and some- 
times at sea level—a beautiful 
section, 

All the way to Davao, the roads 
аге of good quality. The newly 
built stretch from Cagayan de 
Ого (Misamis Oriental) to Bukid- 
mon via Malaybalay was a very 
pleasant ride over cool high 
plains 

As an architect, 1 had worked 
оп the master plan for Cagayan 
de Oro and Davao cities 25 years 
ago, and I wanted to see the de- 
velopment since. Davao has fol- 
lowed up well with infrastructure 
improvements, such as overpass- 
es, while Cagayan de Oro seems 
unchanged, with traffic in bad 
shape. 

From the Davao Insular Hotel, 
1 made a day trip to the Pearl 
Farm on Samal Island. The cot- 
tages in architect Francisco 
Majiosa’s distinguished contem- 
porary vernacular style is resort 
design tits best 

The road from Davao to Suri- 
gao and from Tagum to Butuan is 
under rehabilitation. The bad 
news is the entire pavement has 
Been removed from a stretch оѓ 


about 100 km, making it a very 


unpleasant ride in a bowl of dust 
and black diesel fumes from bus- 
$s and trucks. 

1 missed the ferry in Surigao by 
15 minutes due to a change of 
schedule nobody but the shipping 
line had heard of. 1 spent the 
night ina training center near the 
pier and got on the early morning 
ferry to Leyte. 


Black cloud 

Every town now has an emis- 
sion control station. If the black 
color on my face after a day's ride 
is any indicator, buses, trucks and 
jeepneys seem to be exempted 
from control. But what do 1 
know? 

1 traveled the Pan Philippine 
Highway many years ago when it 
was in very good shape. It will 
take a lot of work to get the full. 
length in proper condition. 1 
reached Tacloban and checked in. 
at the Leyte Park Hotel where 
Linda, a one-woman band back 


ak 


after years of performing 
abroad, gave me the old rock- 
and-roll routine. 


Roll-on, roll-off 

The roro is an exotic experi- 
ence. You line up at one window 
to pay the terminal fee, move to 
the next for a passenger ticket, 
and to another for a bill of lading 
for the bike typed carefully with 
one finger. You proceed to the 
Port Authority to pay for handling. 
and, finally, to the Coast Guard 
for a rubber stamp on the regis- 
tration. 

In Surigao, they have added a 
little humor to this pedestrian 
procedure, A woman at a table 
outside the booths collects P50 
for the “Barangay Tax.” 1 got a re- 
ceipt, though 

T started the next day toward 
Luzon in pouring rain over the 
impressive San Juanico Bridge 
and on to Samar—the worst and 
most dangerous bike ride of the. 
trip. This is the worst road I have 
ever experienced during years of 
biking around the world. I made 
it to Allen with only a slightly 
damaged shock absorber and got 
on the roro to Sorsogon for the 
night. 

"The ferry trip was rough. Many 
plastic bags were out to catch 
lunch. Seasickness seems to be 
contagious. 


Public transportation 

T's always interesting to study 
the specific, often innovative, lo- 
cal versions of tricycles and 
bikes. Each area has iis own de- 
sign. In Southern Leyte, 1 saw 
bikes with roofs so big and 
mounted so high that they 
looked like hand gliders ready 
for takeoff. One operator recog- 
nized the resemblance by calling 
his unit "Airborne." 
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1 took the $50-km ride from 
Sorsogon to Manila in one go, 
stopping only for gas. 1 was de- 
scending from the hills toward 
Lucena on a meandering road 
just as sunset painted the land- 
scape red and yellow—a beauti- 
ful sight. On the last stretch to 
Manila, I was all alone on the 
Skyway and gave the bike full 
throttle, blasting through the 
night with Harley rumbling. 

Thad the bike serviced and got 
а new tire after the sometimes 
rough ride, My friend King did 
the job in his Harley shop "Full 
Throttle” in Makati. 1 was ready 
to go north. 

In Subic, I joined up with my 
old friend, Leo Prieto Jr. He left 
his Fireblade “crotch rocker" 
home to test his new BMW R 
1200 GS on the trip to Pagudpud. 
So here we are, two old dudes on 
different bikes both basically de- 
signed more than half a century 
‘ago with some evolutionary im- 
provements 

We spent the day at the peace- 
ful, relaxing Mangrove Hotel 
before riding to Vigan. The 
coastal road through Zambales 
and Pangasinan is ideal for bik- 
ing—long sweeping curves, not 
much traffic, and a well main- 
tained pavement. Heavy traffic 
slowed us down in Dagupan 
City, but we were onto the great 
ride along the Lingayan Bay to 
La Union where we spent the 
night, 

Vigan is a fast-growing city. We 
stayed in the classy Vigan Plaza 
Hotel at the main plaza. We ar- 
rived early in time for an after- 
noon stroll through the old 
streets of Spanish colonial houses 
and a visitto the cathedral, 

‘The ride to Pagudpud was easy. 
Approaching the northern point 
of Luzon, we passed a number of 


sandy coves shaped by powerful 
waves rolling in from the open 
sea. 

Pagudpud isa serene area with 
strong, fresh wind and big surfs. 
After sunset, “the night comes 
falling from the sky” as Bob Dy- 
lan experienced it. A pitch-black 
sky makes the stars shine as 
brightly as I have ever seen. The 
waves thundered against the 
shore. 

Jr. had to return to Manila to 
take care of business the next 
morning, and I headed for Tugue- 
garao and Banawe. 

‘The ride around the northern 
tip of Luzon offered an exiting ex- 
perience. At one time, the road is 
actually on a bridge-like structure 
between the coast and steep 
mountain slopes covered with 
rainforest. 

spent the night in Tuguegarao 
and continued the ride to Banawe 
early next morning. The access 
from Bagabag, Isabela is easy on 
concrete. A heavy deforestation is 
prevailing in this area, exposing 
large denuded mountainsides. 

Banawe has not changed much 
over the last couple of decades. 
Most of the terraces are stil 
maintained. Many tourists were 
arriving. 

1 proceeded to Bontoc on the 
old dirt road, It was raining since 
early morning and the track was 
slippery, making it hard to steer 
the heavy loaded Harley. It was 
certainly not an off-roader, On 
опе side, you have a free fall of 
several hundred meters and on 
the other, the mountain wall. 

It was mainly a ride on first 
gear 1 made the trip, also in 
heavy rain, 30 years ago on a Ju- 
niors Triumph Bonneville, 


Touching the sky 

While slowly ascending on the 
winding road, 1 suddenly found 
myself inside a rain-filled cloud. 


»amotorbike 4 


us. ARCHITECTAiker Pedersen 


INGGIAPHCS HARLONE RUBIO AND ERNIE SAME 


Visibility was only a few meters. 
No colors but grey, like riding in a 
black-and-white movie. The mist 
was sprinkling my face with wa- 
ter, a pleasant cool sensation on 
the skin, Riding in a cloud felt 
strange, like touching the sky. 

Shortly after starting the de- 
scent, a sunbeam cut through the 
mist and lighted up a strip of the 
valley below. The shades of green 
came back and a small triangle of 
dear blue sky appeared between. 
two mountain peaks—a transi- 
tion of poetic beauty. The power 
of the sun gradually took control 
and revealed the strong sculp- 
tured rice terraces in the valley. 

Itwasa slow but scenic ride on 
a dirt road in Bontoc, Mountain 
Province. It follows a river with 
small rice terraces on the brink. 
Getting closer to Baguio, the traf- 
fic increased. Many vegetable 
trucks were driving like mad on 
the meandering mountain road, 
and the situation called for care- 
ful, defensive driving. 

‘The entrance to Baguio s a war 
zone of jeepneys fighting for pas- 
sengers. I reached the city proper 
and got gobbled up in the traffic 
mess and choking polluted ait. 


Urban decay 

‘When Baguio was built follow- 
ing Daniel Burnham's plan, it was 
undoubtedly one of the most 
beautiful mountain cities in the 
world. Over the last couple of 
decades, it has become an exam- 
ple of how bad it can get when 
there is no development control 
to match blind greed and short- 
sightedness. A sad story of a de- 
throned beauty queen of the 
mountains turned whore. 

spent some time with old 
friends before starting my trip 
back to Zambonga City on the 
Nautical Highway. 

First stop was Manila, where 1 
had another checkup of the 
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507 jobseekers locally or over- 
seas. 

The purchase of real estate 
he said, had also risen 157 per- 
cent. 

In the last five years, local tax 
collection rose 21 percent to 
P40.5 million in 2005 from 
P31.7 million generated in 
2001. 

Sema said real property tax 
generation had also increased 
from P5.8 million in 2003, to P6.3 
million in 2004, and P7.2 million 
last year. Nash B. Maulana, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Harley for the 1,500-km trip. I 
took the South Superhighway to 
Batangas and the roro to Puerto 
Galera. 1 spent a day with Jim, 
who manages the peaceful Coral 
Cove Diving Resort in Sabang 
away from the circus in the town 
itself. 

The rain followed me on most 
of the journey back. I headed for 
Roxas, where the roro took me to 
Caticlan. We arrived around 
10:30 p.m. and everything was 
closed. The bike was low on gas 
but a helpful guy took me to à 
house where | was able to buy 
five Coke bottles of premium. 


Little sleep 

1 reached Kalibo at midnight, 
looking for a place to get a little 
sleep after 19 hours of traveling, 
mostly in heavy rain that made 
the muscles cold and sore, But as 
John Mellemcamp sings: “It hurts 
5o good," especially when it was 
over. 

1found the ideal place to sleep 
where I had to pay only P200 for 
three hours and P35 for the fol- 
lowing hours. 1 paid for six hours 
and started early to Iloilo and the 
того to Bacolod. 1 continued to 
Dumaguete where I arrived at 
around 8 p.m. after another rainy 
day on the road. 

1 spent two days in the city 105 
a lively place, especially along the 
boulevard with its string of cafes. 
A friend from Zamboanga has a 
daughter who studies at Silliman 
University. She was the perfect 
guide and introduced me to a 
group of her good friends. We 
spent a pleasant evening in one of 
their homes where they served 
delicious vegetarian supper for 


me, 

Ttook the 7 a.m. ferry to Dapi- 
tan and proceeded to my home 
in Zamboanga City. It was still 
raining, 

‘There are many good hotels all 
over the country. From three- to 
five-star hotels, whose prices 
range from P1,200 to P2,700 per 
night, but all good value for the 
money in their own right, such as 
Dakak in Dapitan, Harbor Light 
Hotel in Gagayan de Oro, Insular 
Hotel in Davao, Leyte Park Hotel 
in Tacloban, Mangrove Hotel in 
Subic, Vigan Plaza Hotel, and Ва- 
nawe Hotel. 

Not in this category is the most 
expensive room on this nation- 
wide пір in Saud Resort in 
Pagudpud, where a single travel- 
er is charged P3,550 per night. 

Asa biker, I love to ride into the 
unknown, chasing the wind, But 
їз another story if you are a 
tourist who wants to plan and 
budget a vacation. I was part of 
the ‘team that carried out the 
Tourism Masterplan for the 
Philippines" and can appreciate 
that angle, too. There is a need 
for coordinated and currently up. 
dated information on schedules 
and prices (they seem to change 
frequently). I suggest that the De 
partment of Tourism supplement 
its travel maps with a website 
providing this service. 


‘The author is an architect and se 
nior biker, and a long time resident 
of Zamboanga City. 
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TAAL LAKE. Storm “Caloy” destroys more than 5,000 fish cages along the 14 coastal tow 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan, Christine О, Avendaño 
and Christine Gaylican 


TYPHOON “CALOY” LEFT 41 DEAD, 10 MISSING 
and thousands homeless after it battered six re- 


gions ofthe country, the National Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council (NDCC) reported yesterday. 


gio 


"The Department of Agriculture 
said Caloy destroyed about P72 
million worth of crops, poultry 
and livestock. (See related story 
on Across the Nation page А13) 

Caloy entered the Philippine 
area of responsibilty on May 9 as 
an active low pressure area east 
of northern Mindanao. It devel- 
oped into a tropical depression 
and then into.a tropical storm as 
it made landfall and crossed 
Northern Samar on May 12. 

Tt intensified into a typhoon 
while crossing the South China 
Sea on May 14. 

Of the 41 casualties, 28 
drowned after the motor ferry 
Mae-Ann 5 sank off Masbate at 
dawn on Friday after the skipper 
ignored a Coast Guard ban on sea 
travel. Two passengers were still 
missing. 

” Six casualties were reported in 
Region IV-B (Mindoro, 


Marinduque, Romblon and 
Palawan); one in the National 
Capital Region; one in Region IV- 
A (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, 
Rizal and Quezon), and five in 
Region VI (Western Visayas). 

The Laguna fatality, the NDCC 
reported, was a boy identified as 
Louie Rubian of Nagcarlan who 
was killed after a coconut tree fell 
onhim, 

A fisherman identified аз 
Gristituto Bravat reportedly 
drowned after his boat capsized 
in Toboso, Negros Occidental, on 
Friday. 

Negros officials reported four 
other deaths in the region from 
drownings and electrocution 
from severed power lines. 

Теп persons were still missing: 
seven in Region IV-A; two in Re- 
gion V (Bicol) and one in Region 
VIII (Eastern Visayas). 

Fifteen others were reported 


41 dead, 


injured 

The NDCC reported 6,521 
houses completely or partially 
damaged by the typhoon, mostly 
їп the Bicol and Mimaropa re- 
gions, as the storm triggered land- 
slides and widespread flooding. 


Power still out 

Caloy displaced a total of $3,307 
persons or 10,962 families, mostly in 
Eastem Visayas. As of yesterday, 
2,144 persons or 435 families were 
Still at evacuation centers, according 
tothe NDCC. 

Electric power was still out in 
the provinces of Sorsogon, С: 
marines Sur, except Naga City; 
Masbate, except Burias Island; 
Oriental Mindoro and Romblon. 
Power in Albay has been partially 
restored. 

Communication in the Bicol re- 
gion was still down due to prob- 
lems experienced by Bayantel 
and Digitel. 


GMA assurance 

President Macapagal-Arroyo met 
yesterday with NDCC officials at 
their office in Quezon City to assess 
the damage wrought by Caloy 

Lamenting the “trail of destruc- 
tion’ the storm left behind, especial 
Iy in the wake of the high fuel prices, 


TAX CREDIT SCAM: GOV'T'S FIRST VICTORY 


Court orders Pilipinas Shell to pay P570M in taxes 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COURT OF TAX APPEALS 
has ordered Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. to pay the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue some 
P570 million worth of tax liabili 
ties, giving the government its 
first victory in a string of cases in- 
volving tax credit fraud. 

Ina decision penned by Presid- 
ing Justice Ernesto Acosta, the 
court reversed an earlier ruling 
and said Shell was liable for the 
taxes because the tax credit cer- 
tificates (TCCs) that the ой com- 
pany used to settle its ax obliga- 
tions in 1998 were fraudulently 
secured and, therefore, not valid. 

The PS70 million includes 
P285.8 million worth of unpaid 
excise taxes, a 25-percent sur- 
charge and 20-percent annual in- 
terest for late payment. 

In 1998, Shell used TCCs to 
settle its excise tax liabilies. Shell 
claimed that it purchased the 
TCCs from companies owned by 
Faustino Chingkoe. 


Since the government discovered 
the use of fraudulently secured TCCs 
in the late 19905, Chingkoe has been 
the governments major suspect in 
tax credit fraud cases. Chingkoe's 
companies, including garments 
firms Diamond Knitting Inc. and Fil- 
star Textile Industral Corp, allegedly 
sold numerous TCCs that were 
fraudulently secured. 

A tax credit certificate is an in- 
strument issued by the government 
to companies that are entitled to tax 
refunds. Since the processing of re- 
funds take time, the government al- 
lows the holders to sell their TCCs 
to immediately convert these in- 
struments to cash. The buyers сап 
then use the TCCs to pay for their 
‘own tax obligations, 

Shell said in its defense that it 
bought the TCCs without know- 
ing that they had been fraudu- 
lently obtained. Shell said it was 
itself a victim and should there- 
fore be free of liability. 

The oil company said that the 
fact that the BIR accepted the 
TCCs as payment for its tax obli- 


gations in 1998 should have 
cleared it of its tax obligation. 

But the court did not accept 
Shells argument, saying, “The re- 
spondent was negligent in ob- 
taining the TCCs involved consid- 
ering that it failed to investigate 
the validity of the TCCs.” 

"The court said its 1999 decision 
in favor of Shell did not take into 
consideration the fact that TCCs 
used for tax payments were subject 
to postaudit. The court, therefore, 
said the government had the au- 
thority to cancel payments when 
TCCs used to settle the tax obliga- 
tions were found to be worthless. 

"Payment can only occur if the 
instrument used to discharge an 
obligation represented its stated 
value. A valueless instrument, 
even if delivered to and accepted 
by the creditor, not knowing that 
the same is worthless, would not 
produce payment," the court said. 

According to the One-Stop 
Shop Duty and Drawback Center 
(OSS), a body tasked with issuing 
TCCs, the P570-million tax case 


ns of Taal Lake sending prices 


the President said the “entire disas- 
ter response system” had been as- 
sembled to attend to the typhoon 
Victims and their communities, 

“ assure the people the gov- 
ernment will not relent in its re- 
lief and rehabilitation efforts un- 
til the last beleaguered family is 
reached and served,” the Presi- 
dent said in a statement. 

Ms Arroyo also assured the 
public the government would 
keep the prices of essential goods 
"stable and steady” and would go 
after those making money “out of 
the misfortunes of others.” 

"We have been through this 
challenge several times in the 
past and the Filipino has shown 
remarkable resiliency to bounce 
back" the President said. 

Caloy ravaged 11,208 hectares 
in five regions, destroying crops, 
livestock and poultry worth P72 
million, the DA's regional offices 
reported yesterday. 

‘Agriculture production areas 
that were affected were in 
Bataan, Batangas, Cavite, Lagu- 
na, Oriental Mindoro, Albay, Ca- 
marines Sur, Sorsogon, Samar 
and Northern Samar. 


Beneficial to farmers 
“The typhoon wrought dam- 


against Shell was one of four ma- 
jor TCC-related cases involving 
Shell and Petron Corp. that were. 
filed with the tax court, The three. 
other cases—another one against 
Shell and two others against 
Petron—are still pending. 

The BIRS victory over Shell 
came after a series of dismissal of 
similar cases last year filed by 
other government agencies. The 
dismissals prompted the Senate 
to conduct an inquiry amid suspi- 
cion that some officials were con- 
niving with tax cheats. 

Ап OSS officials said the BIR's 
victory over Shell could set a 
precedent and boost the govern- 
ment's efforts taxes lost to tax- 
credit fraud. Government esti- 
mates that it lost over P5 billion 
in potential tax collection in the 
late 1990s due to the use of fake 
and fraudulently obtained TCCs. 

‘The official said the BIR is ex- 
pected to immediately collect the 
P570 million from Shell, unless 
the oil company appeals the deci- 
sion to a higher court. 
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of tilapia plunging to as low as P30 per kilo. 


‘age to agriculture, though itis ex- 
pected to be minimal as areas, 
particularly those planted to rice 
and corn, had already been har- 
vested,” according to Agriculture 
Undersecretary for Operations 
Jesus Emmanuel Paras 

Paras said the rains brought by 
the typhoon would be beneficial 
to the farmers, who are now 
preparing their land for the wet 
cropping season. 

‘The agency is still sticking to its 
growth target of 4.5 to 5 percent 
for the first half of the year in 
spite of the damage wrought by 
the typhoon. 

The DA had said that farm 
‘output, which accounts for a 
fifth of gross domestic product 
(GDP), grew 3.9 percent in the 
first quarter from the same 
Quarter last year as the La Niña 
weather pattern boosted rice 
production. 


Victims identified 

In the sinking of the Mae Ann 
5, the Office of Civil Defense in 
Bicol said yesterday 21 of the 28 
recovered remains had been 
identified. 

They were those of Angeline 
‘Tagayom, 4; Jenny Tagayom, 34; 
Jenelyn Tagayom, 1, and Rey Er- 
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mino, 4, all of Zamboanga del 
Norte; Wilfredo Magdaraog, of 
Lobrigo Shipping Lines, of Pilar, 
Sorsogon; Dayday Alburo, 5; Cle- 
ofe Alburo, 28; Alexander Al- 
buro, 7; Sophia Maria Homejos, 
5; Richard Verano, 8; Elpidio Qui- 
long-quilong, 62; Beatrice Qui- 
long-quilong, 27; Divine Qui- 
Jong-quilong, Reymart Verano, 6; 
Dodong Alburo, Chaway Alburo, 
Selsa Fajardo and Rey Ann Vera- 
no, 10, all of Masbate City; John 
Michael Arbase, 8; Selma Fajardo 
and Rosario Avellano, 86, all of 
Cebu City. 

"Two passengers were still miss- 
ing as of yesterday—Geopet Al- 
buro and Dado Alburo. 

There were 18 survivors, five 
of whom were injured. Three of 
them were identified as Benjamin 
Fabay, Carlo Daet and Mark An- 
thony Manrique. 

Caloy (international name: 
Chanchu) is currently over the 
South China Sea and is expected 
to hit the southem Chinese 
province of Guangdong, includ- 
ing Hong Kong and Масац; оп 
Wednesday, Chinese state media 
said. With Ephraim Aguilar and 
Michael Jaucian, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau; Maielle Mon- 
tayre; AFP; Reuters 


in judicial 
Erap’s case, 


By Gil Cabacungan 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY 
declared it had never inter- 
vened in judicial matters and 
it was not about to intercede 
for deposed President Joseph 
Estrada to have him wait out 
his trial at his home. 
“President Arroyo has nev- 
er negotiated with or pres- 
sured any court of law and 
will never do so for any rea- 
son,” said Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye in a statement. 
Bunye was reacting to a 
plea by Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Л. 
to have Estrada placed under 


Palace not meddling 


matters on 
says Bunye | 


house arrest while on trial on 
plunder charges. Pimentel 
called attention to the case of 
former Autonomous Region 
of Muslim Mindanao gover- 
nor Nur Misuari whom a 
Makati City regional trial 
court allowed to be placed 
under house arrest while his 
rebellion case was being 
heard. 

“We are all for the proper 
respect and humanitarian 
consideration for the former 
president, but the decision 
on whether house arrest 
would be granted lies entire- 
ly on the Sandiganbayan,” 
Bunye said. 


MAKE SURE YOU BUY YOUR 
COPY OF TOMORROW'S 
PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER ISSUE AND МАКЕ 
SURE YOU KEEP IT.... 
SOMEDAY YOU OR SOMEONE 
IN THE FAMILY MAY NEED 
THE SUPPLEMENT AND ITS 
MANY INTERESTING AND 
USEFUL INFORMATION. The 
May 17, 2006 World 
Telecommunication Day Special 
Supplement is a joint undertaking of 
the Philippine Daily Inquirer and 
the — Publications, Media and 
Events Group of CD Castro 
Consultancy, Inc. (CDCCI) with the 
full support of the National 
Telecommunications Commission 
(NTC) and the Commission on 
Information and Communications 
Technology (CICT). 


At right, is an old 
photograph, not 
of a ruler, but of 

the first telegram 

transmitted 


WAT, 19 A, BER, MOLLE TEL 
IT DIFFERENT FROM 
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YOUR GSM CELLPHONE 
= шамынын, | 


EPHOMEZ WET MARES 


MOW P? 


Do you know when the first telegram was 
transmitted and who Invented the telegram? 
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SCENES like this rarely happen in three Metro ci 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


IT WAS SUSPENDED IN MOST PARTS OF 
Metro Manila during the summer, but the 
Unified Vehicular Volume Reduction Program 
(UVVRP), also known as the number coding 
scheme, may be phased out for good in sever- 
al cities. 

Metropolitan Manila Development Author- 
ity chair Bayani Femando yesterday said he 
was looking into the possibility of lifting the 
УМАР in certain areas located at the perime- 
ter of the metropolis, as requested by their of- 
ficials. 

He said the mayors of Malabon, Muntinlu- 
pa and Pateros have asked him to exempt 
them from the number-coding scheme as ve- 
hicular traffic was not that heavy in their ar- 
eas. 

The UWRP is not being implemented in 
the cities of Pasig and Marikina because being 
atthe fringes of the metropolis, both areas are 
not prone to heavy traffic. 

Under the UVVRP vehicles are banned 
from going outon the road on a particular day 
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Number coding phaseout looms 


Plan to affect 3 Metro Manila cities 


of the week depending on the last digit of 
theirlicense plate. 

“We are seriously considering removing 
that in perimeter cities,” Fernando told re- 
porters at the Kapihan sa Manila forum. “I 
will present the idea to the Metro Manila 
Council when we meet this month.” 

‘The council, which is chaired by Fernando, 
is composed of mayors of the 17 cities and 
municipalities in the metropolis. It approves 
ordinances and resolutions affecting the 
whole of Metro Manila. 

‘The MMDA suspended the UVVRP in Metro 
Manila, except for Makati City, from April 6 to 
June 2, on the premise that since there were 
no classes, it could afford to allow more vehi- 
cles to go out on the road without drastically 
hampering traffic flow. 

Fernando said that without the number 
coding in some cities, vehicle owners need 
not travel during the window hours, the peri- 
od when vehicles banned from traveling for 
that day could still go out on the road. 

‘The window hours are from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m, except in the cities of Makati and Pasay. 


Statuesque psychology grad 
crowned Miss RP-Earth 


By Armin Adina 


NOVICE PAGEANT CONTENDER CATHERINE 
Untalan proved that height is an advantage as 
she beat 23 others for the Miss Philippines- 
Earth crown in ceremonies held at a jam-packed 
UP Theater in Quezon City last Sunday. 

Untalan, a fresh Psychology graduate from 
the University of the Philippines, was the 
tallest candidate at six feet, She was crowned 
by outgoing queen Gennebelle Raagas, who 
herself was the tallest candidate in her batch 
last year at 5-foot-10. 

When asked how she wanted to be recog- 
nized internationally, Untalan said she as- 
pired “to be the first Filipino to be crowned 
Miss Earth.” 

No Filipino woman has ever won in the in- 
ternational pageant's six-year history. It will 
be held outside the Philippines for the first 
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SIX-FOOT tall Miss Philippines-Earth 


Catherine Untalan during coronation night 
at the UP Theater. поса лотом 


time this year, Chile will be the host country 
for the 2006 beauty extravaganza. The 
pageant aims to preserve and.conserve the 
bounties of Mother Nature. 

Crowd favorite Ginger Conejero, who rep- 
resented the Filipino community in the Unit- 
ed States, was proclaimed Miss Philippines- 
Ай, the pageant’s equivalent of first runner 
up. She was also Miss Photogenic. 

This year, pageant organizer Carousel Pro- 
ductions opened the competition to women of 
Filipino descent who are based in other parts 
of the world. 

Conejero, who holds a political science de- 
gree from the University of Southern Califor- 
nia, was crowned Miss Fiesta Filipina-San 
Francisco in 2004. 

Katrina Rigets placed third and was 
crowned Miss Philippines Water. Central Lu- 
zon's Francis Dianne Cervantes was Miss 
Philippines-Fire (fourth place) while a visibly 
shocked Reena Sarmiento, who came all the 
way from Canada, was Miss Philippines-Eco- 
tourism. 

The winners were selected by an all-wom- 
an judging panel which included Margarita 
“Tingting” Cojuangco, fashion designer Lulu 
‘Tan-Gan, international theater performer Isay 
Alvarez, former beauty titlists Evangeline Pas- 
cual, Mutya Laxa and Michelle Aldana, 
equestrienne Toni Leviste and society editor 
Baby Cruz. 

Other awardees were Southern Tagalog's 
Faith Averie Mercado, Best in Swimsuit; 
Jacqueline Boquiron, Best in Long Gown; 
Western Mindanao's Chrismin Anne Lim, Best 
їп Cultural Attire; Bicol Region's Arianne Ven- 
eracion, Miss Talent; and Andrea Dimalanta, 
Miss Friendship. 

‘The pageant started with a visual spectacle 
as the winners and runners up danced with 
outgoing titleholders and the 24 official can- 
didates while hosts Piolo Pascual and Sam 
Milby sang Kamikaze's hit “Darna.” 

Video jock Derek Ramsey shared hosting 
chores with Pascual and Milby. The pageant 
was aired over ABS-CBN and will have re- 
plays on TFC. 


s which have requested for a permanent lifting of the number coding scheme. 
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Mag-order ng pancit, 
barbecue, lumpia, 


cake at iba ра! 
Metre. Manila Delivery 


Goldilocks, Handa Line 


888-1-999 


ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


Master in Entrepreneurship - 


A Learn-and-Apply Course for Entrepreneurs who want their own enterprises to become: 


More Profitable by adopting the latest management tools and techniques 
More Productive by vigorously pursuing Quality, Quantity and Cost Objectives 


More Professional by installing the best management practices 


The Master in Entrepreneurship follows these Innovative learning methodologies 


Learning by Being 
a better Person апа 
entrepreneur through the 
process of Self Mastery 
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Learning by Thinking 
critically and creatively to 
discover new Paradigms 
through the process of Situation 
Mastery 


Learning by Doing 
by immediately applying 
Practical management. 
lessons through the process 
of Enterprise Mastery 
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Deadline for application: June 1,2006 


Classes start on July 17,2006 


To know more about the Master n Entrepreneurship ME) Program, 
lesse cal Reggie Santos or Kay Velazco o 892 4011 ext. 389/432 or emali santos@aimedu 
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Navy 0 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 
and Dona Pazzibugan 


AN HOUR-LONG FIRE GUTTED 
the house of the Navy Inspector 
General at the Bonifacio Naval 
Station in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig 
City, early yesterday morning 

Rear Adm. Rogelio Calunsag, 
his wife and two children were 
unhurt although they lost P3 mil- 
lion worth of property and valu- 
ables in the fire which started at 
around 6 a.m. 

The fire broke out after the 
Navy leadership had served evic- 
tion notices on 56 retired Navy 
and Marine officers who have 
been overstaying in their quarters 
in the same compound. Officials, 
however, were quick to rule out 
arson. 

Navy spokesperson Сарк. 
Geronimo Malabanan said the 
fire "is not connected" to the 
planned eviction of the officers. 
on Saturday. 

"There is no possibility of a 
son. The place isa secluded area, 
said Senior Insp. Virgilio dela Paz, 
Taguig City fire marshal. 

"The initial information we got 
is that the fire was caused by an 
unattended lit candle. The family 
was using the candle because 
there has been no electricity there 
since Saturday because of the 
storm "Caloy" Malabanan said. 

Among those who face eviction 
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cers in command: Vice Admirals 
Ernesto De Leon, Victorino Hinco 
and Mariano Dumancas; and for- 
mer Marine commandants, Lieu- 
tenant Generals Edgardo Es- 
pinosa and Emmanuel Teodosio. 

De Leon, who retired last De- 
cember, has been appointed am- 
bassador to Australi 

The rest of those to be evicted 
consist of seven rear admirals or 
major generals; 28 commodores 
or brigadier generals; 15 navy 
captains or colonels; and one po- 
lice chief superintendent. 

‘The Navy leadership has been 
trying to regain control of the 
Bonifacio Naval Station from re- 
tired senior officers who have re- 
fused to move out. 

Navy Flag Officer in Command 
Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga was 
supposed to serve the “final notice 
of eviction” himself ast Friday, but 
excused himself at the last minute 
due to a “conference.” 

In an interview over radio 
dzRH yesterday, Mayuga ap- 
pealed to his former superiors, 
whom he addressed as “sirs,” to 
vacate the quarters which were 
meant for senior officers still in 
active duty. 

The retired officers secured an 
injunction from the Court of Ap- 
peals in 1994 against their evic- 
tion. They claimed that they have 
secured a title for the land, which 
the government claimed was spu- 


are three former Navy flag offi- rious. 


METROBRIEFS 
For adults only 
A PAPER factory that manufactures supposed- 
ly obscene notebooks 
in Malabon City was 
raided yesterday, but 
police managed to 
Seize only a handful ot 
the offending materi- 
als. Led by Chief Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataoil, 
Northern Police Dis- 
trict director, the raid 
started at a little past 3 p.m. inside Kong Hua 
Paper Products at 1000 Gov. W. Pascual Av- 
enue in Potrero. At first, there appeared to be 
no sigh of the notebooks, which reportedly 
feature on its covers half-naked men and 
women in intimate poses. But police finally 
managed to find three notebooks with "ob- 
Scene" inside covers at the sample area. Oper- 
atives of the Malabon police criminal Investi- 
Gatlon and detection group conducted the raid 
On the strength of a search warrant issued by 
Manila Regional Trial Court Judge Antonio Eu- 
genio, Bataol said the police had “sufficient 
evidence" to ріп down the factory owners, 
who would be charged with violating Article 
201 of the Revised Penal Code, which penal- 
izes the publication of pornographic materi- 
als Dd Yap 


Swiss found dead in car 

WAS it murder or suicide? Police are waiting 
for an autopsy report to shed light on the 
death of Swiss national Thomas Naegeli, 
whose body was found inside his car yester- 
day morning. "We cannot give any comment 
yet on whether it was suicide or if there was 
foul play. We have to wait for the result of the 
autopsy,” Makati Police chief Senior Supt. Ma- 
пепо Valerio told the Inquirer. Медеї, 40, the 
food and beverage director of the Edsa 
Shangri-La Hotel in Mandaluyong City, was 
found at around 6 a.m. yesterday in the back- 
seat of his silver Honda CRV (BOW 500). The 
vehicle was parked inthe garage of his home 
оп Edades Street in San Lorenzo Village, 
Makati City. Initial investigation showed that 
at around 4 a.m., Naegeli told his wife, Marti- 
na, that he was going out. When she found 
him in the garage two hours later, she called a 
friend who alerted security guards in the vil- 
lage about the incident. Police sald Naegeli 
һай a black black pouch bag over his head. A 
tube had been inserted into the vehicle's ex- 
haust pipe, with the other end placed inside 
the car, which was stili running when the po- 
lice arrived at the scene, Naegell had locked 
the car doors and had also sealed the rear 
door of the vehicle with tape as if to make the 
interior airtight. Tarra V. Quismundo 


READY FOR SCHOOL OPENING 


А volunteer in this year’s Brigada Eskwela program arranges chairs at the Junto Lukban Elementary School in Paco, Manila. Teachers, 
students and their parents are joining hands nationwide to fix up classrooms in preparation for next month's opening of classes. кинин 


Sampaloc tops flood prone area list 2-year-old girl 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


RESIDENTS OF SAMPALOC, MANI- 
la, brace yourselves. The area is ex- 
pected to be the most affected by 
floods when the rainy season begins, 
Metropolitan Manila Development 
‘Authority Chair Bayani Fernando said 
yesterday. 

“The worst area for flooding is the. 
Sampaloc area, near the University of 
Santo Tomas,” Fernando told re- 
porters at the Kapihan sa Manila fo- 
rum. 

He listed the other flood-prone ar- 
eas as Caloocan, Malabon, Navotas, 
Valenzuela and ‘Araneta Avenue in 
Quezon City. 

According to Fernando, the MMDA 
is finding it hard to eliminate flooding 
along España in Sampaloc because 
rehabilitating its drainage system, 


which cannot handle the volume of 
rainfall, would be very expensive. 

‘Another problem is the presence of 
informal settlers who live alongside 
the waterways in the area, he added. 

Fernando said he has proposed in- 
stalling a pipe that would pump out 
the floods in Sampaloc, directly to the 
Manila Bay. 

Sampaloc is home to the university 
belt, where several schools like UST, 
the Far Eastern University, University 
of the East and Centro Escolar Uni- 
versity are located. 

Fernando, however, expects flood- 
ing in the metropolis to be less worse 
compared to last year. Instead of 
neck-high floods, the MMDA chair 
has predicted waist-high water levels 
for this year 

He pointed out that from the time 
the MMDA took over flood control 


functions in 2002, flooding in Metro 
Manila has been reduced by about 70 
percent. 

Fernando attributed this to the re- 
pair and deployment of various 
equipment used to clean and declog 
‘waterways and pump out floodwa- 
ters. 

He cited Araneta Avenue, which he 
said used to experience deep floods 
during heavy rains. 

“From neck high, the flood waters 
there are now only waist high. We 
have removed an old water pipe that 
used to hinder the water's passage to 
the San Juan river," Fernando said. 

He added that all throughout the 
dry months, MMDA personnel have 
been cleaning waterways to ensure 
minimal flooding. A standby crew is 
also ready at all times to clear clogged 
canals or drainage systems. 


Mom files child abuse raps vs teacher 


By DJ Yap 


‘THE MOTHER OF A SEVEN-YEAR- 
old boy has charged a teacher in a 
Quezon City school with child abuse 
for allegedly pinching and hitting her 
son with a stick as punishment for his 
disruptive behavior in class. 

The mother accused Leah Lyn 
Morauda, a grade school teacher at 
the Covenant Presbyterian Learning 


FREE HEARING TEST 


Center in Barangay Holy Spirit, of vio- 
lating Republic Act 7610 in a com- 
plaint filed in the Quezon City prose- 
cutor's office. 

But school administrator Robert 
Fabia, who was also named in the 
complaint, defended the teacher, say- 
ing the punitive measures were justi- 
fied since the boy was hard to "con- 
trol.” 

In the complaint, the boy's mother 


‘Mandaluyong City residents will soon be able to have their hearing tested 
for free through a project of the City Health Department, American 
Hearing Center and Manila Hearing Aid. 


said Morauda hurt her son on at least. 
two occasions in November 2005 
and March 2006. The mother said 
she saw bruises on the boy's arm on 
March 3. The boy later told her that 
Morauda had pinched him repeated- 
y. 

The woman added that a similar 
incident occurred in November last 
year, when the teacher allegedly hit 
her son with a thick wooden stick on 
the chest. 

She said she reported both inci 
dents to Fabia, but the school official 
took the teacher's side, arguing that 
her son could be suffering from at- 
tention deficit disorder. The woman 
added that Fabia had even said her 
son need not attend classes from 
March 13 to 17 but should just return 
on March 20 to 22 to take his final 
exams. 

Fabia told the Inquirer that the 
boy often bullied his classmates by 
punching and hitting them. He 
added that the teacher had admit- 
ted to hitting the boy but had 
asked to be forgiven by the moth- 
er. 


Smear campaign vs DepEd boss 


survives drop 
from 3rd floor 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A TWO-YEAR-OLD GIRL WAS LISTED IN 
critical condition in a hospital after she was 
allegedly dropped from the third floor of a 
house in Taguig City on Sunday by her nan- 
пуз former boyfriend. 

SPO1 Conrad Mapili, case officer, said the 
girl was being treated at the Philippine Gen 
eral Hospital for head injuries and lacera- 
tions. 

The victim was playing on the terrace 
when the suspect, Marciano Garrado alleged- 
ly picked her up and dropped her from the 
third floor of the victim's house in Purok 4, 
Barangay Lower Bicutan, Mapili told the In- 
Quinen yesterday. 

"The 67-year-old Garrado, at that time, was 
visiting the girls nanny, Teresita Tayobong, to 
win her back, police said. 

"According to the suspect, Tayobong gave 
him the cold shoulder. So apparently, he did it 
to get her attention. We can't see any other 
motive behind the incident," Mapili added. 

The incident was witnessed by Rodel, Tay- 
obongs stepson, who also worked for the 
girl's family. 

According to Mapili, Rodel said he saw 
Garrado pick up the child but, he paid no at- 
tention to it because he thought the suspect 
just wanted to let the child sit on his lap. 

Garrado allegedly tried to escape after the 
incident but Rodel chased him and turned 
him over to barangay watchman. The suspect 
was later brought to the police headquarters. 

‘The girls mother, who was busy tending 
their store on the first floor, told the police 
she heard a loud thud outside the house. 
When she went out to check the source of the 
sound, she saw her daughter lying on the 
ground, 

The girls parents said they would file 
charges of frustrated murder against Garrado 
in the city prosecutor's office. They were sup- 
posed to file the case yesterday but they could 
not leave the hospital as their daughter was 
in critical condition. 

“The mother said the child was already 
having a hard time breathing,” Mapili said. 

‘The child crashed into a shrub before she 
fell to the ground, hitting her head on the 
pavement, he added. 


SOMEBODY AT THE DEPART- 
‘ment of Education (DepEd) is try- 
ing to destroy the good name of 
its officer-in-charge, Fe Hidalgo, 
through a cheap shot. 

1 don't know Ms Hidalgo, But 1 
was told she's as honest and clean 
as a dyed-inthewool educator 
should be. 

Hidalgo is being linked to an al- 
leged bribery case involving a sup- 
plier of instant noodles, biscuits 
and powdered milk in connection 
with the departments bidding for 
its health and nutrition program. 

A certain Evangeline Benitez, 
supposedly a Quezon City busi 
nesswoman, had accused Hidalgo 
and other DepEd officials of re- 
ceiving bribes from a long-time 
fpod supplier. 


What did Hidalgo do to merit 
the accusation? She reset the May 
4 bidding to May 18 to iron out 
kinks raised during the prebid- 
ding. 

А source at the DepEd says an 
official below the rank of under- 
secretary is behind the smear cam- 
paign against Hidalgo. 

‘The motive? The backbiting of- 
ficial wants to take over Hidalgo's 
post. 


‘That DepEd official is not set- 
ting a good example for impres- 
sionable schoolchildren and 
high school and college stu- 
dents. 

When it's their turn to hold re- 
sponsible positions, expect the 
children and young adults to en- 


gage in office intrigues or lie to 
getto the top. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay 
has indicated he would be gone for 
a while to escape an alleged assas- 
sination plot against him. 

But an insider told me Binay is 
not scared for his life. 1 believe the 
insider since I know Binay from 
way back when I was covering the 
police beat and he was still a hu- 


тап rights lawyer. Being seared of 
bodily harm is not part of the 
small-but-terrible guys vocabu- 


Binay's reason for taking a leave 
is that he is allegedly quite sick and 
needs treatment. The source men- 
tioned his sickness, but 1 don't 
‘want to repeat it in this column. 

Т wish the Makati mayor a 
speedy recovery. 

Although I'm his critic, 1 ac- 
knowledge the very good things he 
has done for his constituents. 

He has built a modern hospital 
that gives free treatment and 
medicines to the city's poor. He has 
improved traffic in the once-chaot- 
їс streets of Makati. He has given 
importance to the city's senior resi- 
dents by requiring all business es- 


tablishments to give them dis- 
counts for their medicines, food 
and entertainment. 

Not опе of Binay’s predeces- 
sors—including my idol, the late 
Nemesio Yabut—has done what he 
has done for the city’s residents. 

A customs policeman, who is 
assigned at the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Airport (NAIA), is re- 
portedly engaged in the "swing" 
of cargoes coming out of the pre- 
mier airport. 

“Swing” is customs term for 
taking out a shipment from the 
customs zone without paying 
taxes and duties, 

The customs cop is bold 
enough to do what he does be- 
cause he reportedly has a broth- 


er who is a key customs official 
at the main office in the South 
Harbor. 

1 agree with Albay Rep. Joey 
Salceda, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's economie adviser, for its 
poor collections last month, 
changing the leadership at the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue (BIR) 
should be an option. The BIR was 
short by P10 billion of its target 
collection for April. 

In short, kick out BIR Commis- 
sioner Jose Marie Bunag and other 
officials holding key positions. 

Replace Bunag with somebody 
who's incorruptible and who 
knows the inner workings at ће 
premier revenue collection agen- 
y 
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Climate change seen killing millions in Africa 


LONDON—DISEASE SPREAD BY wind, solar and waves. quent and intense." should allow carriers like crease tensions as key re- іѕ too important to be left to the 
global warming could kill an ex- "Rich countries must take re- _ Most scientists agree that glob- mosquitoes to expand their sowicie like water and fertile environmentalists," Christian Aid 
Ea 185 million people in sub-Sa- sponsibility for having largely al warming is due to burning fos- ranges land became more scarce, the said, declaring that it was switch- 
Tear Africa by the end of the created this problem—and cut sil fuels for transport and power, Melting ice caps and glaciers religious charity said, noting ing its campaign goals to focus on 
Century and turn millions more COzemissions radically” thenon- andnew calculations suggest that were not only eroding coast lines the farmers in northern Kenya the four great effects of global 
Су gees unless rich nations governmental organization said having risen by 0.6 degrees Ce- at a rapid rate but were also rai- were Fighting Over diminish- warming—pestilence, floods, 
info тео оп inareport "The Climate of Pover- sius in the 20th century, global ing sea levels and reducing reli- ing number, of waterholes. to famine and war. 
Monday. ty: facts, fears and hopes." temperatures could surge three able sources of fresh water. feed their cattle ‘The Kyoto Protocol is the only 
Christian Aid said rich devel.  “Climatechangeistaking place degrees by 2100. ‘At the same time changing “Тһе unfolding disaster in east global vehicle for cutting carbon 
oped countries had to end their andwillinevitably continue. Poor Christian Aid said it based its ` weather patterns were increasing Africa, where 11 million people emissions, but it expires in 2012, 
üpendence om fossil fuels and people will take the brunt, so we estimate of 185 million deaths the incidence of floods and have been putatriskofhungerby the world’s worst polluter, the 
dePisidelargesumsofaidtohelp are calling on rich countries to due to disease on figures from droughts, with arid regions be- years of unprecedented drought, United States, rejects it and it 
poorer nations ride out the worst help them adjust as the seas rise, the United Nations and the In- coming drier and wetregions get- а foretaste of what it is to doesnot commit the major devel- 
Impacts of global warming and the deserts expand, and floods tergovernmental Panel on Cli- ting wetter come,” the report said. oping nations to make any reduc- 
Swich to energy sources like and hurricanes become more fre- mate Change. Global warming These changes would in- “In this sense, the environment tions. Reuters 


Fresh A EU 4 FINI 
violence Indonesia’s Mount Merapi 


kills 19 ir. erupts with hot gas, ash 


5 Е A MOUNT MERAPI, INDONESIA— gone, however. Some people 
in Sri Lanka Indonesia's Mount Merapi volcano cleaned ashes off their houses 
5 A erupted with clouds of hot gas and and others opened shops, while 
=, rained ash on surrounding areas commercial mini-buses contin- 
COLOMBO—AT LEAST 19 PEO- оп Monday, sending some nearby ued to run. 
ple have been killed in fresh vio- ers who had been reluctant to As ash rained down on vil 
Тепсе in Sri Lanka, officials said leave se ing for safe lages around the mountain, 
Sunday, as Tamil Tigers vowed а Grey ash covered crop fields and schoolchildren in uniform hur- 
"war" to deploy their navy even hundreds of rooftops іп the area of ried to class, covering their 
though truce monitors say it vio- Ketep, 10 km from the base of the noses and mouths. 
lates a ceasefire. À апа mi houses ‘The mountain "has exploded al- 
"Thirteen of the victims were appeared deserted after ready" the head of the Merapi sec- 
gunned down in separate inci- residents evacuated. боп at the Center of Voleanologi- 
dents in the northern islet of Not е cal Research and Technology in 
Kayts on Saturday night, the mili- one was Yogyakarta told Reuters. 
tary said. Two more people were He cautioned, however, that 
killed in the restive northeastern Merapi's eruption process could 
port district of Trincomalee. j ^ be gradual rather than a sudden 
‘Another two were gunned wurst, and that the massive 
down at Atchchuvely in the north- эш Merapi, one of eruption scientists fear had yet 
‘en Jafna peningide, polke said. | Sones most tocome. 
On Sunday, а soldier was Killed | dangerous volcanoes, The top of Merapi was totally 
when suspected Tigers lobbed | churns out hot smoke obscured by thick grey and 
frenades at troops, the military | fom Muntian near white clouds, which „trailed 
Said, adding that it retaliated and | Yegyakartain Central x down the volcano's slopes. 
killed one of the attackers. Java, May 15. “This morning it was like 
Authorities were investigating dusk, The village was quite 
if the killings were linked to the dark," Mariadi, 25, said. "The 
ongoing Tamil separatist conflict. T ashes were pouring in for one 
amid a spate of tit-for-tat attacks ” | hour.” he said, adding that vil- 
in the north and east in recent lagers did not panic. Reuters + 
weeks. 
More than 200 people have 
died in clashes over the past N ili : : 1 b d B h M . 
gaenang No militarization along border, Bush assures Mexico 
etween government forces and > 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee- 
lam (LTTE) in an ethnic conflict "WASHINGTON-—US PRESIDENT sidered is not militarization of the Bush will deliver a televised tion reform was needed to solve television Sunday to emphasize 
tim has claimed over 60,000 George W. Bush assured Mexican border, but support of border pa- address to the nation on immi- the problem between both coun- that no final decision on sending 
lives since 1972. President Vicente Fox on Sunday trol capabilities on.atemporaryba- gration on Monday evening. tries the troops had been made. Her 
President Mahinda Rajapakse, he did not intend to militarize sis by National Guard personnel,” The White House ‘said last week Тһе idea has also gotten a said the idea was to “provide a bit 
60, said in an interview with the their countries’ mutual border, White House spokesperson Maria һе may propose deploying more mixed reception on Capitol of a stopgap as the Border Patrol 
island's Sunday Times that the ‘but was considering sending Na- Tamburri said, describing а tele- NationalGuardtroopsalongthe Hill, where some senators are build up their capacity to deal 
government is still committed to tional Guard troops there totem- phone conversation between Bush 3,200-km border to stop illegal worried that the National with this challenge. эр 
а four-year ceasefire. However, porarily support border control and his Mexican counterpart. immigration. Guard is already stretched too “This is something that's acti 
he said he ordered recent air at- efforts. Fox “reached out” to Bush on Fox's office said during the call thin to take on major: additional ally already being done. 
tacks against rebel positions as "Тһе president made clear that Sunday to relay his concerns Bush said the United States and duties. Tes not about militarization of 
“preventive action toavert anoth- the United States considers Mexico about the plan that is under con- Mexico were parmers and White House National Security the border,” Hadley said on CNN's 
erwar.” AFP afriend and that whatis being con- sideration, Tamburri said. friends, but a thorough immigra- Adviser Stephen Hadley went on “Late Edition.” Reuters. 


Chad's Deby clinches new term 


N'DJAMENA-—CHAD'S PRESI- court has two weeks to confirm cally elected government 
dent Idriss Deby won presidential the commission's announcement.  Opposiion groups and some for- 
elections with 77.5 percent of the Western diplomats had report- eign governments had lobbied Deby 
Vote, electoral officials said on ed low and unenthusiastic voter to postpone the May 3 elections and 
Sunday, handing him a third five- participation, but Bachir said opena dialogue with his opponents. 
year term in the central African turnout had been 61 percent. “This is a victory for the Chadi- 
oil-producing country. Deby also won polls in 1996 ап people," Deby told supporters 
Despite rebel attackon the cap- and 2001, but his rule has been and reporters at his private resi- 
ital NDjamena three weeks before weakened by high-level deser. dence in N'Djamena. 
the May 3 polls, Deby’s re-election tions and he faces guerrillas led “It is also a rebuttal ro all those 
маз widely considered a formality by former allies who accuse him people who said Chad was going 
fer opposition parties boycotted of being corrupt and dictatorial. to explode," he said. 
the ballo, calling it a farce. The opposition has accused Тһе rebels who launched the 
“Given the results, candidate France, which has about 1,300 April 13 attack on N'Djamena, in 
Idriss Deby Кто has won the pres- troops stationed in Chad and pro- which hundreds of people were 
idential elections,” said Ahmat vides military intelligence to the killed, have rejected an offer of 
Mahamat Bachir, head of the In- government, of interfering to dialogue from Deby and have 
dependent National Election keep Deby in power. France has vowed to unite with other groups 
DEBY casting vote May 3. Commission. Chad's highest said itis supporting a democrati- toendhis 16-yearrule. Reuters 


That Southwest attendant may be a millionaire 


DALLAS—TOEARNHISPAY, ficiary of Southwest's profitshar- executives, each a million- vent Southwest from operating. 
Mike Mitchel collects boarding ing program—like all the airline's айге—іб not about the money. Southwest's scrappy lawyer at 
passes and helps passengers onto regularemployees—heowns Askthem whytheystickaround the time, Herb Kelleher 's now ts 
airplanes. At age 56, he lives with about 50,000 shares of South- and they mention frugality, pride renowned chairman. And рег e 
his mother takes ayearlyvaca- — weststockvaluedatroughly inearning theirkeep. Andthey haps one of his greatest accom- 1 
tion to Las Vegas when the room $800,000. And that's justaquar- say they simply like to work. plishments was an ability to keep j 5 = 
rates are cheapestand counts ter of a portfolio that easily ‘Southwest has always taken an Southwest workers thinking like Н m p кй - 
TisieandmusicCDsasexzav. makes Mitchel a multimillion- underdog attitude. And earlyon, — underdogs—despite the fact that = шиа 
agances. aire. оа. е company actually was the company now essentially dic- | POLLUTED HONGKONG 

ances. neofihel?remaining ^ ButforMitcheland hisSouth-anunderdog.Ittook ouryears tates faresto therest oftheindus. | Ahazeofpoludon pomm aen Hong Kong, May 15. About 2,000 
activeemployees whohelped ~ west colleagues from thefirst from incorporation totheairline’s пу and has a stock market value factories along the Pearl River Delta face closure or relocation 
activecmployeesinines de years daye—eight flight attendants, first fightin 1971, largelybe- nearly as big as all the other do- | orders because of environmental hazards, т 
ago, heisrich. Quiterich, Abene- five operations workers and four cause otherairlinessued topre- mestiairlines combined. NYT 


Couples flock to US for luxury of being able to pick baby’s sex 


By Marc Lavine a handful of US clinics but sis, or PGD, which proponents ally wanted a sister," said Vatkin, Jeffrey Steinberg, who became Vatkins, children in tow, made the 
banned in most countries. Boast gives parents 2'99-percent who also has a 6-year-old daugh- a pioneer in the field ofcommer- 2,100-kilometer pilgrimage from 
LOS  ANGELES—CANADIAN The hightech method of re. certainty of delivering a baby of ter and two boys, aged 4 and 2; cul gender ‘selection about their home to Steinberg Fertility 
LOS sa ААР has joined thou. solving the ancient question of the sex of their choice, the proce- with her husband Shawn, an oll three yers ago. Institute in Los Angeles in a bid to 
sands of couples flocking to the "Would we prefer a boy ora girl?” dure is a godsend. company owner. “Usually these couples have overcome their fertility problems 
залоз of couple cash ion the has raised ethical concerns and “This treatmenthasallowed us “It was important for us to bal- four оГ five children of one sex and to ensure that when the baby 
disputed luxury of being able to fears that it could worsen an al- to realize our dream,” said 36. ance our family” ‘added the resi- and desperately want one of the did come, it would be a girl, 
шне зек М ег пехгЬаһу. ready worrying gender imbal- year-old Vatkin, who recently dent of British Columbia. opposite sex, they want to bal- Other couples come from much 
e Бек тоша the world ance plaguing countries such as gave birth to her fourth child, а Family balancing is the re. ance their families in а way that further afield. More than 50 per 
are forking out around $19,000 China and India. pre-selected girl. frain heard from most of the works for them,” Steinberg told cent of the couples that come to 
fora groundbreaking gender se- But for couples likethe atkins, “We were desperate to have 2,000 couples who have sought AFR Steinberg for help are from out 
lection treatment offered by only pre-implantation genetic another girland our daughter re- the help of fertility expert Dr. For more than two years, the side the United States. АЕР 
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that ап estimated five million 
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The 


are 
343,000 


nearly 3,330 deaths daily. 

The Western Pacific covers 
48 countries and territories in- 
cluding Australia, the Pacific is- 
land countries, Japan, Korea, 
India, Bangladesh and 
Philippines. 

major 
causes of deaths in the region 
suicide, 


and dro 


the theproblem." 


It warned that road traffic iñ- 
juries and suicides could rank 
among the top 15 causes of 
deaths worldwide by 2020. 

“А business-as-usual approach 


injury-related 


which claims 
yearly, road traffic 


accidents, which kill 302,000, 
ing, with 171,000 
deaths, the WHO said in the 
statement, adding that it was 
“alarmed by the magnitude of 


stakeholders.” 


40 killed in Iraq bloodshed; PM to unveil Cabinet 


BAGHDAD—FORTY IRAQIS WERE 
killed in a day of bloodshed Sunday, in- 
cluding attacks near Baghdad airport, 
as Prime Minister-designate Nuri al- 
Maliki moved closer to announcing а 
Cabinet five months after elections. 

‘Maliki was poised to unveil a Cabinet 
that leaves the key security ministries 
‘vacant, a prominent member of his Shi- 
ite alliance said, amid hopes that filing 
Iraq's power vacuum would help quell 
theraging violence. 

Fourteen Iraqis were killed and six 
wounded in a pair of suicide car bomb- 
ings at the checkpoint leading to the 
Baghdad International Airport. 

"Two vehicles packed with explosives 
were detonated in a parking lot near 


the checkpoint, the US military said ina 
statement, adding that the attacks did 
not target the base itself. 

‘The violence came as Maliki appeared 
set to break weeks of deadlock over the 
new government by leaving the contro- 
versial interior and defense portfolios 
vacant and instead keeping them in his 
own hands for the time being. 

[think Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
will announce the government without 
interior and defense,” Bahaa а1-Аагай, 
ап MP close to Shiite radical leader Mo- 
qtada al-Sadr, told reporters on the 
sidelines of a parliamentary session. 

“He will be the acting minister of interi 
ог and defense and then, maybe after two 
or three weeks, he will appoint the appro- 


priate people for these jobs," he said. 

An MP from Malik's own Dawa par- 
ty, Hassan al-Seniad, had already raised 
the possibility of the premier designate 
keeping some portfolios in his own 
hands as he bids to finalize a Cabinet 
lineup in the next 48 hours. 

But the manner in which the new pre- 
mier has conducted the talks drew an an- 
gry response from one of the smaller fac- 
tions in his Shiite United Iraqi Alliance, 
which announced that it was abandoning 
the list on which it fought December's 
parliamentary elections. 

“Our decision is final" said Sabah al- 
Saadi, spokesperson for the Fadhila 
party, which holds 15 of the alliance's 
128 seats in the 275-seat parliament. 


"Even if they give us the oil ministry. 
now, we will not rejoin the negotia- 
tions,” he said. 

‘The party held the oil ministry in the 
outgoing government but reports sug- 
gested the portfolio was likely to go to 
Shiite independent Hussein Shahristani 
in the new lineup. 

Fadhila's walkout was matched by 
threats to quit the talks from the main 
Sunni Arab bloc, whose participation in 
а national unity government is seen as 
vital if the sting is to be taken out of the 
insurgency raging in Sunni areas. 

“If we don't get our rights, we'will re- 
view our participation in the entire political 
process,” warned Salman alJumayli, an 
MP with the National Concord Front. АЕР 


is no longer acceptable,” said Dr. 
Shigeru Omi, WHO's Western Pa- 
cific regional director. “We, аз 
public health professionals, need 
to address the causes of injuries 
and injury-related deaths in part- 
nership with other sectors and 


‘The WHO opened a meeting of 
national experts in Manila on 
Monday to discuss future direc- 
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| WHO: 3,300 die daily in West Pacific 


MANILA—THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
on Monday said it was alarmed by figures showing 
that over 3,300 people in the Western Pacific region 
die daily of road traffic accidents, suicide, drown- 
ing and other injury-related deaths. 

The WHO said in a statement from injury-related deaths, in- 


cluding 1.2 million annually in 
people die every year worldwide the Western Pacific region—or 


tions for injury and violence pre- 
vention programs. 

‘Omi stressed the need to raise 
public awareness and appealed 
to political leaders for resources 
needed to address the problem. 

“We must build our institution- 
al capacity and human resources 
to meet the challenges of injury 
and violence prevention,” he 


PATCH Adams in drag joins Mother's Day 
peace vigil in front of White House May 14. srt 


Assaults 
on Brazil 


cops leave 
52 dead 


SAO PAULO—AT LEAST 52 PEO- 
ple, including 35 police officers, 
have been killed after a second 

‘night of organized gang attacks 
оп police stations across the 
southeastern state of Sao Paulo, 
officials said Sunday. 

‘The weekend onslaught against 
police stations and barracks has 
left 14 suspected attackers and 

j three bystanders dead and another 
53 people injured, including 39 po- 
lice officers six attackers and eight 
bystanders, they said. 

Since late Friday over 100 at- 
tacks have been launched by the 
gang in Brazil's most populated 
State, in apparent reprisal for the 
transfer of jailed gangsters to a 
high-security prison, officials said. 

‘At the same time, scores of 
people have been taken hostage 
in uprisings in at least 51 prisons 
of the state's 144 prisons. 

The Sao Paulo prisons syndi- 
cate said about 242 hostages 
have been taken in the past 48 
hours, including prison guards. 

Police said they had put down 


Picatchou" (left) and “Dol 
simply push, forehead against forehead, using their horns. 
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some 16 prison disturbances and 
rescued about 85 people taken 
hostage in one of the state's worst 
outbreaks of civil unrest. 

Sao Paulo state also has one of 
Brazil's highest prison popula- 
tions, with some 125,000 in- 
mates behind bars. 

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva has offered Sao 
Paulo Gov. Claudio Lembo federal 
help to restore order, but Lembo 
believes the situation is being 
brought under control and has so 
far declined any assistance, ac- 
cording to a CBN radio report. 

Lula, who is currently attending 
a European-Latin American summit 
in Vienna, Austria, said Saturday 
that more social investment was 
needed to offset such violence. AFP 


PREVAL speaks at inauguration, 


ic responsibility, and 
Britain." 


Preval sworn in as Haiti president 


em sense of British identity, 
which I think is the best way to 
tackle extremi 
that’s very important,” Rammell 
told BBC radio. 

"When we look at what hap- 
pened with the bombings last Ju- 
ly, when people were prepared to 
Kill themselves in order to kill 
others, I think education can play 
a role in helping to get a better 
sense of what are the core values 
„n that cut across the cultures in 


The proposal comes in re- 
sponse to the attacks on London 


, then 1 think 


on July 7 when four Britons blew 
up themselves and 52 commuters 
on the capital's transport system. 
Last week the government pro- 
duced a definitive 
about the bombings but some 
critics said it failed to adequately 
address what had driven the men 
to carry out the attacks as they 
had shown little outward sign of 
militant behavior. 
Mohammad  Sidique 
who was believed to be the 
groups leader, was а мећте- 
spected teacher who worked with 
children with special needs while 


After attacks, UK eyes lessons on ‘core values’ 


LONDON—BRITAIN IS CONSID- 
ering introducing compulsory 
lessons on “core British values” 
for children in response to last Ju- 
1узз suicide bomb attacks on Lon- 
don, the government said on 
Monday. 

Education Minister Bill Ram- 
mell said a six-month review 
would examine whether all 11 to 
léyearols should be taught 
about issues such as freedom of 
speech, ci 
democracy and how historically 
they developed in Britain. 

“If we are to get a proper mod- 


another, Shehzad 


narrative 


Khan, 


children." 


Xu 


played cricket with friends the 
night before the bombings. 

Rammell said he had met Muslim 
students and academics since the Ju- 
ly attacks to listen to their views and 
grievances, and there was a consen- 
sus fora debate on the issue. 

"What are those things that are 
essential to all cultures within 
British society?" he said. 

“I think we need a better de- 
bate about that nationally and 1 
do think we need to be dis 
it through the curriculum with 


Israel kills 
7 in West 
Bank raids 


JENIN, WEST BANK—ISRAELI 
troops killed seven Palestinians 
including a leading Islamic Jihad 
militant on Sunday in the bloodi- 
est fighting in weeks in the occu- 
pied West Bank, an Israeli mili- 
tary offical and Palestinian 
sources said. 

The violence drew vows of re- 
venge from Islamic Jihad, a group 
that has spearheaded attacks 
against Israel throughout a more 
than five-year Palestinian uprising. 

‘An Israeli military spokesper- 
son, Capt. Jacob Dallal, said sol- 
diers shot and killed Elias Eshkar, 
a "top Islamic Jihad terrorist in 
the West Bank" blamed for being 
mastermind of attacks that have 
killed more than 50 Israelis since 
early 2005. 

The most recent suicide bombing 
blamed on Eshkar killed 11 people 
ina Tel Aviv eatery in mid-April, the 
highest death toll in an attack in the 
Jewish state in about two years. 

Four other militants died in the 
raid in which soldiers surrounded 
a house in the town of Qabatiya, 
as Eshkar hid inside, including 
Eshkars brother, Dalla said. 

Reuters 


In US, use 
of car seat 
belts grows 


WASHINGTON—AFTER А 
decade of campaigns to get peo- 
ple in cars to wear seat belts and 
keep children away from air bags, 
progress is substantial but un- 
even, the federal government will 
report on Monday, as the annual 
Memorial Day publicity and en- 
forcement drive begins. 
Researchers say seat belt use 
by front-seat occupants is at 82 
percent, up from 61 percent a 
decade ago. Research also shows 
that children too small for stan- 
dard belts are for the most part 
placed in the back seat, away 


m 


Tanweer, 


cussing 


Reuters 


PORT-AU-PRINCE—RENE PREVAL, A 63- 
year-old agronomist seen as a champion 
of the poor, was sworn in as president of 
Haiti on Sunday, two years after Jean 
Bertrand Aristide fled the impoverished 
Caribbean nation. 

‘The mild-mannered moderate leftist 
took the oath of office for a five-year term. 
at a ceremony here attended by foreign 
dignitaries and members of Найїз newly 
elected parliament. 

The mood was largely festive in the capi- 
tal, although shots rang ош at a Port 
Prince prison some two hours before the in- 
auguration ceremony in what police said 
was an escape attempt by a dozen prisoners. 

Preval took the oath of office while plac- 
ing one hand on the Haitian constitution. 

*1 pledge allegiance to the Constitution, 

таз torespect and ensure respect for the laws of 


Haiti and to protect the sovereignty of the 
nation," he said in his native Creole. 

‘Among the prominent foreign guests 
were Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, the young 
brother of US President George W. Bus! 
French Foreign Minister Philippe Dous 
Blazy and Canada's Governor General 
Michaelle Jean, who was born in Haiti. 

Thousands of Haitians celebrated 
Prevals inauguration outside the parlia- 
ment building where the ceremony took 
place. 

Haitians decorated their homes with 
flowers, wore Tshirts with pictures of 
Preval and Aristide, as they danced and 
sang throughout the capital, Some even 
chanted: “Whether you want it or not, 
Aristide will come back.” 

"Finally I got what I wanted,” said Eve- 
iyne Dessours, a Preval supporter. "I wish 


him well in his work, hoping that he will 
give me work too." 

‘After his swearing-in, the new leader 
made a brief speech at the presidential 
palace before a crowd of thousands. 

“Haitians, the solution to the country's 
problems is in our hands,” the new presi- 
dent said. 

"We must make peace through con- 
stant dialogue. ... If we make peace, we 
will be able to open the door to invest. 
ments, employment, the development of 
tourism and education.” 

Preval said the 8,900-strong UN mis- 
sion deployed here after Aristide's depar- 
ture was "not over yet" and that it should 
stay to help train Haitian police. 

Security was tight with some 4,500 mem- 
bers of the Haitian police on the streets, 
backed up by UN peacekeepers, АЕР 


from air bags. 

But a new study by the Na- 
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, based оп 
records of fatal crashes in 
2004, shows that young males, 
pickup truck drivers and 
drivers on rural roads are more 
likely than others to be unbelt 
ed. A $31-million advertising 
campaign in English and Span. 
ish, aimed at young males and 
rural pickup drivers, begins 
Monday. 

While 82 percent of front-seat 
occupants use seat belts, 48 mil 
lion people do not, said Philip W. 
Haseltine, executive director ol 
the Air Bag and Seat Belt Safety 
Campaign. ‘NYT 
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Cagayan Palaro bets hurt in mishap 


LEGAZPI CITY—TWENTY-FIVE DEL- 
egates from Cagayan Valley to the 
storm-shortened Palarong Pambansa, 
including a head coach, were injured af- 
ter the three buses carrying them back 
home bumped into each other along 
Maharlika Highway in Barangay San 
Isidro, Libmanan, Camarines Sur at 


А staff member of the BMC-Health 
Emergency Management said Neovides 
was conscious but was under observa- 
on while the rest of the delegation who 
sustained minor injuries were released 
at about 10:30 a.m. the same day. 
‘Addun was later brought by an am- 
bulance back to Cagayan Valley while 


his 24 companions went home onanew 
bus after two of the three Florida buses 
were damaged during the accident. 
The police report said the first bus 
suddenly stopped, and was hit by the 
following bus, which was in tum 
bumped by the third vehicle, Ephraim 
Aguilar; PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


‘MORE SURGERIES 
id a long rehabili- 
tation period await 
Purefoods cager Eu- 
gene Tejada, who 
was severely in- 
jured in a freak ac- 
cident in the last 
quarter of the Red 
Bull-Purefoods 
game Sunday night 
in the Gran Mata- 
dor  Brandy-PBA 
Philippine Cup at 
the Ynares Center 
in Antipolo City. 
УН condition has im- 
proved,” Purefoods team gover- 
nor Rene Pardo said yesterday. 

"Tejada injured his neck after 
falling hard on his back in a re- 
bound scuff that resulted in a 
four-man pileup. 

While the other players got 
up, Tejada remained on the 
floor unable to move. 

It took some 40 minutes be- 
fore paramedics could transfer 
him to a special stretcher and 
bring him to Makati Medical 
Center, where he underwent а 
non-surgical procedure. 

"The close reduction of neck 
dislocation was successful,” ac- 
cording to a medical bulletin re- 
leased yesterday “Surgery to 
fuse unstable neck portions will 
be done within the week when 
inflammation subsides. Reha- 
biltation follows." 

‘The Fil-Am forward, whose 


about 6 a.m., Sunday 

‘The victims were brought to the Bicol 
Medical Center in Naga City for treat- 
ment. 

The head coach, identified as Addun 
Neovides, 44, suffered spinal injuries, 
the police report sid. 
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EUGENE Tejada: ^No | problem with his upper body.” конот” 
parents will be coming home 
from San Francisco, California, 
complained of losing sensation 
in the lower half of his body as 
he lay face down on the floor 
while stunned players and offi 
cials stood around him. 

"There's no problem with his 
upper body" said Pardo. 
“There's improvement in his 
sensation, but he still can’t 
move his legs.” 

Aficionados couldn't recall a 
similar grave incident since the 
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countrys pro basketball league 
‘opened in 1975. 

PBA commissioner Noli Eala 
said the accident is тшу unfor- 
tunate and taken by the league 
with a heavy hear 

"The PBA and its quick re- 
sponse service provider, Lifeline 
‘Arrows Medical Specialists, 
have already met to strengthen 
its emergency response capabil- 
ity in the future to prevent and 
rectify the emergency response 


SCALP 
IRRITATIONS? 
Never Again! 


ISUZUGWAIRACTOR HEAD 
міну ЗВ ВиК TRAILER 


FORYOUR DANDRUFF 
AND ITCHY SCALP 


Get Tricho-Intensive Treatments 


Dandruff, very oily or dry itchy scalp and other irritations may lead to hair loss if you 
don't do anything about it. Shampoos may not give you enough help. But with Svenson 
International, you'll get optimum results through our Tricho-Intensive Treatments. 
Your scalp will be thoroughly cleansed to provide the ideal environment for healthier 
hair growth. No more embarrassing dandruff or discomfort from various scalp problems. 


Syverson 


YOUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 


cau. 892-HAIR (4247) 


TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG 
iU Federal Tower  4/F Citibank-Frabelle 
Bldg, Bldg, 


If you value your hair, trust Svenson. 
Call us today for a FREE consultation. 
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ULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City 
Tel. no.: 646-7739 Fax no.: 668-1378 
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CEBU 
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BE IN THE ACTI 


FIFA World Cup Germany 
Kicks Off June 10! 


Watch All 64 Matches 
On DREAM Pay-Per-View 


e. « 2006 
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CLARO. 
WHEREVER! 


Call (02) 918-8000 now! Visit: www.dream com.ph 


‘THE PHILIPPINE delegation to the 37th Chess Olympiad pay а courtesy call on President Macapagal-Arroyo at 


Malacafiang yesterday. 


Rain or Shine, 
Granny Goose , 
in vital clash / 


Games Today (San Andres Gym, Malate) 
2 pn —TeeTech vs Harbour Centre 
4p.m.—Granny Goose vs Rain or Shine 


AFTER A STORMY PERFORMANCE THE LAST 
three games, Rain or Shine coach Leo Austria 
hopes for a change of fortune when the Elasto 
Painters battle the unpredictable Granny 
Goose Tortillos today in the 2006 PBL Unity 
Сар at the San Andres Gym in Malate. 

With so much at stake for both squads, the 
4 p.m. encounter is expected to be as exciting 
and scary as their first round showdown 
which the Snackmasters won, 62-61, as Kevin 
dela Peña scored on a layup as time expired. 

IfRain or Shine prevails, ће Elasto Painters (7- 
5) would remain in contention for one of two 
putright semis berths. А loss would pave the way 


STANDINGS 
North Division 
Bacchus/Harbour 
Forward Taguig 


for league leading Montaña Pawnshop (9-3) and 
"Toyota Otis (9-4) to take the two automatic semis 
slots even they drop their remaining games. 

‘Another defeat would also jeopardize Rain or 
‘Shine’ bid for one of two twice-to-beat quarter- 
final incentives since Granny Goose and Magno- 
lia ке Cream are just within striking distance at 
7-6 and 6-6, respectively. 

Equally important is the 2 p.m. showdown 
between Harbour Centre (5-7) and TeleTech. 

Despite their stinging 78-85 loss to the Snack- 
masters just two days back, the Port Masters re- 
main in contention for a quarterfinal incentive if 
can they hurdle their last two games. 

А 4-9, the Titans can still make it to the next 
round if they can beat the Port Masters by 15 
points and then Harbour Centre drops its last 
game against Montana. Jasmine W. Payo 
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Paragua to play top 
board for RP Team 


TTS NOW GRANDMASTER MARK PARAGUAS 
tum to prove his mettle against the world's best. 

The 22-year-old Paragua, the country's 
highest-ranked player, takes over the top 
board from GM Eugene Torre, 54, who'll now 
man board 2 for the Philippine men's team to 
the 37th Chess Olympiad slated in Turin, Italy, 
from May 20-June 5. 

GM Joey Antonio will play board 3, while No. 
1 qualifier National Master Darwin Laylo will 
тап board 4, Completing the team aiming for a 
top 20 finish in the 2004 Chess Olympiad in Mal- 
lorca, Spain, are Fide Master Oliver Dimakiling 


оэмийон and 12-year-old FM Wesley So. 


Xx 2: i 
JOJO Tangkay (19) will be a key figure for Rain or Shine. 
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Pagadian rips Bacchus/Harbour 


Batang Tagaytay 
Spring-P'iaque 
Pangasinan 
Laguna-Sta. Rosa 
South Divslon 
Ozamiz Cotta 
ligan Crusaders 
North Cotabato 
Pagadian Expl. 
Valencia 

lilo Warriors 
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PAGADIAN CITY—THE PAGADIAN EXPLOR- 
ers pulled Bacchus/Harbour Centre-Manila 
back to earth with a crushing 104-72 victory 
Sunday night in the 2006 Guerrero Brand, 
NBC national basketball championship at the 
city gym here. 

Barely 24 hours after downing defending 
champion Ozamiz Cotta, the Manilans of 
businessman Mikee Romero and coach 
Lawrence Chongson came out smoking again 
before setting for a 28-25 first-quarter lead 


‘The Explorers of Mayor Sammy Co waxed 
hot in the next 10 minutes to tum the game 
around and win by a record 28-point margin, 
the highest so far in the tourney sponsored by 
Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Natures Spring 
Mineral Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent 
Foods, Firefly Lightings and Prime Channel. 

Ex-pro Peter Naron barrelled his way inside 
while PBL veteran Lou Gatumbato quarter- 
backed the Explorers, who tumed a three-point 
deficit into а 13-point lead at the break. 


With its fifth win in eight games, Pagadian 
tied idle North Cotabato for third place in the 
southern division. 

The scares 

PAGADIAN 102—Naron 26, Daa 11, Singo 11, Pama- 
гп 10, Marata 10, Gatto 10, Ayuk 10, Quilo 8, Cortez 
2,Omandam 2, Singedas 2, Salud O, andan. 

BACCHUSMARBOUR 74—Hardn 24, Prbdhas 14, 
эю Cuevas 13 Meribrere 7, Coyukan 7, Sa. Cruz 4, Re- 
taga 3. Joy Cuevas 2, Reyes 0, Padila O, Mashang 0, Ple. 

Quarters: 25-28, 5542, 77-82, 102-74, 


Women Intemational Master-elect Sheerie Joy 
Lomibao will spearhead the distaff side seeking 
to improve on its 48th place finish in Mallorca. 
Lomibao will be supported by WIM Beverly Men- 
doza, Women National Master Catherine Perena 
and WNM Sherily Cua, respectively 

They left for Turin last night, accompanied by 
National Chess Federation of the Philippines ex- 
ecutive director and men's team captain lawyer 
Sammy Estimo, women's team captain NM Ce- 
sar Caturla, games analyst NM Rolando Nolte 
and William So, Wesley's father. 

‘The Philippines is seeded 33rd among 133 
meris teams and 53th among 98 women's teams. 


Pacquiao’s 

GenSan five 
gains MVBA 
Minda final 


GEN. SANTOS CITY 
—PacMan-GenSan of 
boxing hero Manny 
Pacquiao thwarted 
Pryce Pharma-MisOr, 
83-68, Sunday night to 
dinch their best-of- 
three semifinal series 
and advance to the 
Mindanao Division Finals of the ML Kwarta 
Padala Mindanao Visayas Basketball Association 
(МУВА) First Conference tournament. 

Louie Medalla and Apol Coronado combined 
for 19 points as PacMan raced to a 26-18 advan- 
tage in the first quarter and never looked back. 

“The pair continued to wax hot and with more 
sniping from Jethro Recustodio, PacMan erected 
its biggest lead, 52-31, ona triple by Coronado. 

Pryce Pharma made its last stand in the first 
five minutes of the final period, holding PacMan 
scoreless to come close, 56-66. 

“Our defense on their key players also worked 
for us today.” said GenSan coach Ramon Pido. 

"The Visayas Division semifinals kicks off today 
with second seed Cebu Landmaster-Toledo host- 
ing the Mantawi Traders at the Marcelo A. Barba 
Spons Center at 5:30 p.m. The two teams split 
their elimination round games with Toledo win- 
ning the first, 81-67, and Mantawi getting its re- 
venge on May 11, 75-72. 

The scores: 

PACMAN-GENSAN 83—Coronado 19, Medala 15, Тайга 
12, Recusodo 11 Sandoval 8, Раоа 5, озара 4, Denni- 
son. Dekqero2 Locsin 2 Dagoatan 2 

PRYCE PHARMI-MISOR 68—Lumanss 19, Laygo 18, 
Mendoza 14, Alecha 4, Mercado 4, Tagupa 3, Redlsa 2, Car- 
res 2, Numeran 2, Trumpeta 0, Tels 0, Sludsod 0. 

балет: 26-18, 47-31, 6651, 63-68 


'GAME TODAY 
(Barba Sports Cente) 
5:30 pm—Ceby 
Landmaster-Tledo 
эв. Manta Traders 
(Visayas Semis B, 
Game 1) 


THE LAST 7 WEEKS SAW GERARD CANTADA 
tail Jennifer Rosales in the LPGA Golf Tour in, 
where else, but America. 

“I made some adjustments to her swing,” 
said Cantada, the former world junior golf 
standout. “Tm glad everythings going on 
smoothly with her since she tapped me to be 
her swing coach.” 

Their partnership only began last March. 

Cantada, who just arrived from the US, has 
been the swing coach of Gerald, Jennifer's 
brother, since Gerald tumed pro in 1999. 

‘Jennifer is a very talented golfer and all 1 
needed to do was make minor alterations to her 
swing, particularly the back swing,” said Canta- 
да. "I also made a minor adjustment to her set- 
up” 

About Jennifer's recurring wrist injury, Can- 
tada is happy to report that “its been totally 
healed.” 

Jennifer has been struggling a bit after scor- 
ing a breakthrough win in the LPGA in 2004. 

Tm not a good golfer, which is obvious since 
Tm neither a pro nor a thrice-a-week golfer. 

But I know a good swing when I see one. 

When she was an amateur, Jennifer owned 
one of the smoothest swings in the world. 1 no- 
ticed, though, during the last two years or so, 
that she changed her back swing from the naru- 
ral, semi-flat to upright. 

‘When I pointed this out to Cantada, he said, 
“That's what particularly altered.” 

Cantada, who, among other reasons, came 
home to satisfy his craving for the Baguio long- 


Cantada’s new challenge 
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ganisa called Dipasupil, is set to go back to the 
US first week of June to again be by Jennifers 
side, “particularly in the US Ladies Open.” 

‘Of all our teaching pros, Cantada prides in 
having the most sophisticated gadgets in golf 
teaching technology. 

In fact, because of his high-tech golf school, 
Cantada has been acknowledged by the world- 
famed David Leadberter Golf Academy “as the 
only legitimate golf teacher" in the Philippines. 

Some of his students at Wack Wack and in 
his Bicutan golf academy miss him. 

“Thope my students understand because Tim 
doing my own bit of sacrifice in the hope of 
helping Jennifer regain her confidence,” said 
Cantada. “Tm optimistic that Jennifer would 
soon be the old Jennifer: Nice, almost perfect 
swing coupled with her mental toughness.” 

«Two points from defeat and Rafael Nadal of 
Spain becomes a winner. All because of Feder- 
ег two errant forehands when he had two 
championship points in the fifth set. 

By beating Roger Federer yesterday, Nadal 
defended his Italian Masters tide in Rome in a 


grueling S-hour, S-minure battle of wits, shot- 
making and stamina. The score: 6-7 (0), 7-6 
6),64,26,76(9. 

Nadal dealt Federer his third defeat in 42 
matches this year. All of Federer three setbacks 
were at the hands of Nadal. 

In beating the world No. 1 from Switzerland, 
his fifth in six one-on-one matches with Federer, 
Nadal also set a pair of eye-popping records. 

Nadal became the first to score 53 straight 
victories on clay in 29 years, tying Guillermo Vi- 
las record that the Argentinian set in 1977. 

Nadal, who has already won nine straight 
tournaments on day, also tied Bjom Вогу 16 
titles recorded while a teenager. 

Nadal is 19 years old. Next week, he can sur- 
pass Vilas’ 53 clay court victories with a win 
‘over Tommy Haas in the first round of the 
Hamburg Masters. 

immensely enjoyed the match yesterday оп 
Star Spons. 

^ was lucky when he (Federer) had match 
point he made a mistake with two forehands,” 
Said Nadal, locks flowing, eating his traditional 
post-match plate of pasta at Foro Italico. 

Indeed, mistakes happen, even to the best. 

FASTBREAK. My condolences to the loved 
ones of Rod D. Garcia, who passed away on May 
14. His remains le at Loyola Chapels in 
Guadalupe, Makati. He was the father of Pat Gar- 
Ga, the talented Fine Arts graduate of UP Diliman. 


Comments to menju@pldtdst net 


Lim, Reyes post kart win 


PETER LIM OF THE CEBU RACING GROUP 
and Franco Reyes ruled their respective class- 
es yesterday in the first Denso Karting Cham- 
;pionship at the Boom Na Boom Kart Track in- 

‘side the CCP Complex. 

Lim rallied to beat Vencer John Suba of Jet 
{Racing in the Formula SL class while Reyes al- 
о came from behind to capture the Mini ROK 

crown. 

"The races served as the culminating event 

of the two-week 75th Diamond Jubilee cele- 
bration of the governing Automobile Associa- 

‘tion of the Philippines. 


AAP directors Mandy Eduque and David 
Aleenas and Denso VP for Technical Service 
Masuhiro Kono did the ceremonial flag-off. 

Sliaring the limelight were Alvin Santos 
and Robert Castro who took turns winning 
the ААР Fun Kart Club Race. 

Santos beat Peter Binamira and Armand 
Hipolito in the morning race while Castro 
topped the afternoon run over Larry Medrano 
and Melvin Nuñez. 

It was a sorry setback for Suba, who took а 
seven-second lead over Lim and seemed 
headed for an easy Formula SL win. 


Raco 1—{0rvTi)}— 
Lovely Tara (3), 
Playing Cool (1). 
Pollan мш 
tyiatashnikov (5), 
ыман. BY TOP CHOICE 

Race 2—(OrV/ri)—Country Boy (7), Speed Assault 
(1), Sol invictus (2), Thereshope (8) 

Race 3—(Ort/Tri)—Kawiliwill (3), Leading Man (4), 
‘Carolina Belle (2), Material Trick (5) 

Race 4—{Репа/Оп/!}— (5) Joint Account (2). Re- 
porter (3), Sweat Talk (6), Prince alant (9) 

Race 5—(ürTrn] Manila's Style (2). Renlze Stays 
(1). Karma (5), Batang Westside (3) 

Race 6~{Penta/Ori/Iri)—Earth Angel (9), American 
Beauty (8). Yondor Girt (1), Raging River (7). 
‘Something Sliver (5) 

Race 7—(Perta/OrVIe} Sunia (9), Ладу (10), Gemstone. 
(©), indan Boy (2). Cassy Pages (11) 

Rae 6—Super GOVT} —Aayme 


Formdatle dada (2 Lastuveapar (1), Moing Hel 
(6) Amercan tal (0). Socal Soence (8) 


SPORTSWATCH 
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eg'l badminton winds up in Bacolod 
THE JVC OPEN REGIONAL BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS WINDS UP ITS 
four-stage provincial swing with the staging of the Bacolod Ciy leg beginning 
today with 260 players lashing for top honors in various divisions at the Po- 
thang Badminton Center. Events on tap are the juniors and eite divisions plus 
the intercollegiate team championships. The winners wl et P500 (e) 
and P3,000 (unors) cash each, pius medals and it tems. The intercollegiate 
champions wil bring home P8,000 plus merchandise prizes. Also at stake in 
{he tournament backed by Victor (exclusively distributed by Poome Industrial 
Soles) Lactacyd and Bingo Bonanza, are trophies and berths in the JVC Open 
Championships slated next month. The event caps the two-month long tour- 
namert in the provinces This years Bacolod fil has lured participants from 
Сара. olo, баб. Bago, Vital, Тайау, Slay, Carlota and cities and towns 
of the Negros province, according to the organizing IMG. 


Ford Shootout team from MGC, not AGCC 
THE CAPTION FOR THE PHOTO ACCOMPANYING THE STORY "FORD. 
Shootout Grand Finals Cast of Teams Complete,” which came out on раде 
МО of lauren Sports on May 15, 2006, named the players in he picture as 
Rick and Verni Oledan and Indren and Christine Naidoo of Alabang GCC. It 
should have been Jojo and ina Guingona, Tony Obes and Ma. Lourdes Gam- 
Боа of Manta Golf Cub. They were shown with Рейд! Ogie Manalo. 


60 fights up in NCA’s Roligon cockfest 
DERBY ACES FROM THE NATIONAL COCKERS ASSOCIATION ARE AGAIN 
seeing action in the NCA 5-cock one-day derby which starts its 60-fight 
Schedule at 5 p. today at the Roligon Mega Cockpit. Among the participants 
are Danding Cojuangco, Gov. йо Ynares, Sundance Group, Jun Santiago, Boy 
Jiao, derby hosts Rudy Albano and Pico Berin, Frank Berin, Ellan Nagano, Vice 
Gov Boyet Joson, Manny and Arman Santos, Pepito Ngo, Tony Tan, Boy de 
Roca, Rep. Butch Pichay, Rey Briones, the Madlambayan brothers and Jet 
Fernando. The second leg of the NCA International 8-Cock Derby sizes on 
May 29,31 and June 2. For inquiries, cal 851-2275, 833-1838 or 852-9812, 


GCAP weigh-in today at Sj Coliseum 
TODAY IS THE DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES IN THE GEN- 
тел Cockers Assocation of he Phllpines «cock derby at San Juan Coll- 
seum. Entries will be accommodated from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sponsored by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000, derby hostilities start tomorrow. The entry LCC 
Leonard of Louie Cua topped the GCAP S-cocke last May 3 atter posting ће 
victores in ss many ighis. Another special 5-cock derby lasts off at the 
Venue on May 20 with cocer portsman Tony Antonio, son of prominent 
Tocker Patrick Antonio, as hos. For inquiries, cal 725-5969 or 725-5665, 


National bullstag derby gets going 

MORE THAN ВО FIGHTS ARE ON TAP IN THE ANNUAL NFBG NATIONAL 
8-Bulistag Derby which gets under way today at the Araneta Coliseum. Eighty: 
eight entries registered in regional qualifying rounds held In ocos Norte, Ilol- 
Jo Davan and Zamboanga, according to the organizing National Federation of 
бәтен! Breeders. Early leaders wilh a perfect scor of four points are Ban- 
Jamin Dimaano of ZGBA, Zaldy Du and Roger Talino of Мора, Willy Villarica 
and Obet Son of LGBA and Eustaquio dela Torre of GF-BAN. Other 4-cock 
‘elimination schedules in the derby which stakes more than P3 million In prizes 
‘vl be on May 18 and 23 with the championship round kicking off on May 25, 
ао NFGB president Ricoy Palmares st. Over 200 ens from 18 brestere 
organizations are vying in the derby wich stakes a cash pot of P3 milion. 
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Guevarra, John Mark Torres, Jervin 


Ватасһеа, Santy 
Same 


a 
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‘Asuncion, Aliredo  Sicam, Harvey 
Same Same 


Ф 
as 


Rendole, Oscar 
Same 


Calpito, Aldren 


Same [71 
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Вагпасһеа 


By Musong В. Castillo 


ANGELES CITY—THE STAGE MANY THOUGHT 


would be a sleeper turned out to be anything 


but a ho-hum lap. 


And after four of the eight stages 
оп schedule, the Tour Pilipinas Tan- 
duay Padyak Pinoy 2006 may have 
ust opened its eyes to a prospective. 
champion. 

Pedaling hard yet again and get- 
ting help бот a foe, Santy Bar- 
nachea opened a commanding lead 
halfway through the summer cycling 
odyssey by finishing with the six 
‘man lead pack in the fourth stage. 

‘Amel Quirimit, inspired when 
the race again passed through his 
hometown of Pozzorubio in Pan- 
gasinan, bagged a second stage vic- 
tory after forging an alliance with 
Валас 

‘Quirimit docked 5 hours, 12 min- 
мез and two seconds for е 194.9- 
kilometer ride from Baguio to this 
congested city, the same time that 
Barnachea got along with four oth- 
ers who formed the lead group start- 
ing from Binalonan, Pangasinan. 

From a shaky 27-second lead 
over Ericson Obosa overnight, Bar- 
machea pulled away to a seven- 
‘minute, 29-second advantage and a 
7:58 edge over third placer Erick Fe- 
liciano with his total time of 17 
hours, 57 minutes and 26 seconds. 

Fagged out after his winning ef- 
fort in the tough La Union-to-Baguio 
third stage on Sunday, Feliciano 
struggled and eventually finished in 


а 28man group that checked in 
ninth for the day seven minutes and 
two seconds behind Quirimit. 

Obosa, who wore the yellow jer- 
sey in the first two days, rued his 
wrong choice of equipment as he 
faltered in what was supposed to be 
his favorite race. 

Winds blew hard from all direc- 
tions when the entourage hit the lat 
roads of La Union and Pangasinan. 
Using a wide rim frame, normally 
used in calm conditions, affected 
Obosa's balance. 

Still, there was no denying that 
the day belonged to Barnachea, the 
‘30-year-old from Umingan, Pan- 
gasinan, who was on attack mode 
for the fourth straight stage 

“Ayaw ko pang sabihin na akin na 
ang korona ( still don’t want to say 
that the championship is mine)" 
Bamachea told the Ingumer. “Pero 
maganda na rin at nadagdagan ko 
‘yung lamang ko (Butitsa good thing 
that | was able to pad my lead)." 

‘Bamachea, who bagged podium. 
finishes in each of the first three 
stages, admitted a breakaway was 
notin his plan at the start of the day. 

But when no one gave chase 
when he шей a solo breakaway 
from the second group that included 
Obosa, Feliciano and defending 
champion Warren Davadilla, Bar- 


Reyes, Korean bet 
show way in NTCC; 
Rodriguez shines 


MATCHES TODAY (8 a.m.) 
LADIES—Cyra Rodriguez vs Maggie Rivera, Maan 
Legaspi vs Цу Young, Matet Salvo vs Irina Gabas, 
Vinice бойо vs Katya deia Cruz, Kwan Ye Sul vs 
Marilyn Ty, Violy Pegels vs Beachie Айе, Imee Gar- 
avs Kathleen Uy, Tess Staub vs Lyn Mangulabean 

MEN—Tibor Marceina vs Rudy Amata, Tootsie de Je- 
sus vs ВИ Lawrence. Jan Tambogon vs Shean Вей, 

Edmund Yee vs Val Pata 


By Jong Arcano 


GEN. TRIAS, CAVITE—VENJO REYES 
and young Супа Rodriguez took the top 
seeding in their respective divisions on a 
дау when swirling winds made the condi- 
tions at the dreaded Dye course of Eagle 
Ridge awfully tough in the qualifying 
round of the National Tournament of Club 
Champions here. 

Reyes, representing Manila Golf, bucked 
a triple bogey-8 on the ninth hole with five 
birdies en route to a 77—a score he shared 
with Mimosa's Kim Hee Youen—and took 
the No. 1 spot after a countback. 

Reyes and the rest of the top 12 players 


after yesterday's 18-hole stroke play drew 
byes in today’s start of the match play 
phase of the tourney co-presented by Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking Corp. (HSBC) 
and Ingumer Golf 
Left to battle it out for the last four slots 
in the Round-of 16 in the afternoon were 
those who occupied the 13th to 20th slots. 
Rivieras Rodriguez overcame the de- 
manding conditions and wound up far 
ahead after her round of 75, with Eagle 
Ridge bet Ye Seul Kwon settling for an 81. 
“It was hell out there and the conditions 
made us look like beginners,” said Vinice 
бойо, one of the double champions in the 
cast. Last years eliminations topnotcher 
wound up with fifth with a horrendous 91. 
Rodel Mangulabnan of Royal North- 
woods (78) got the No. 3 seeding and 
Jingy Tuason of Sta. Elena was No. 4 (79). 
Joining Rodriguez and Kwon at the top 
of the ladies seedings were Imee Garcia of 
Rancho Palos Verdes and Mater Salivio of. 
Aguinaldo, who both carded 85s. 
‘Sponsors of the NTCC are Sta. Lucia Re- 
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wenton to crash: 


HSBC & 
The Gs lont 


Tow Im 


Quirimit outsprinted Aldren Cal- 
pito, who finished second, and Os- 
car Rendole as he duplicated his vic- 
tory in the second lap Saturday. 

The 2003 champion Quirimit 


up to No. 8, 16:16 off the pace. 
Davadilla stood ninth, 17:23 behind, 
followed by Eusebio Quinones, who 
was 22:30 off Barnachea. 


rat 


OVERALL leader Santy Barnachea grabs а pack of ice water given him by his brother Larry (right) as he 
pulls away from the main peloton in Villasis, Pangasinan. 


nachea rode furiously and caught up 
‘with Quirimirs group in Binalonan. 

Bamachea said he then assured 
Quirimit he would not contest the 
days lap honors if he would help 
him sustain the breakaway. 

“Di ko na hinahangad ang overall, 
mahirap na ‘yun (1 am not aspiring 
to win the overall title anymore, its 
almost impossible),” Quirimit said. 


the Dynamic Outsource 


the Top 10, moving ding Association headed 


tourism, and MMDA. 


HSBC CEO and president Warner Manning hits the ceremonial drive kicking off 


hostilities in the National Tournament of 


f Club Champions held at the Eagle Ridge 


in Gen. Trias, Cavite. Waiting for her turn is Inquirer president Sandy Prieto- 


Romualdez, shown at left with son Luca. 


alty, Callaway as the official apparel, Isuzu 
the official vehicle, Titleist the official ball 
PAL the official carrier, Chivas Regal, The 
‘Travel Club and Pacific Air Media. 

Platonic, the first locally assembled golf 
сап, is hole-in-one sponsor. 

The sores 

MB Venio Reyes, 77 Kn Hee Youen, 78 Rod 
Mangatbran, 79 Элуу Tuason. 80 Ove Gan, 81 Jong 
‘Soo Park, 83 Indren Won, ЕЗ Miko Yes 4 Zaldy Vi- 


and the club champions. екл 


в, 85 Yuichiro Nakanishi, 86 Dennis Nicomedes, 88 
Gerad Katigbak, 88 Tootsie de Jesus, 89 Jan Tambo- 
gon. 90 Eomund Ye, 32 Tibor Maeno, 82 Rudy Am- 
2,94 Val Piata, 94 Shean Bod, 104 BI Lawrence 
'LADIES—75 Oyra Rodriguez, 81 Ye Sel Kwon, 85 
mee Gracia, 85 Matet Sai, 91 Vinice бойо, $2 Tess 
Sab, 92 Vily Pepels, 83 Maan Legaspi, 94 Шу 
Young, 95 Beacie Aber, 97 Lyn Manguiabnan, 97 
Katya баз Cuz, 97 Kia Gabasa, 100 Kathleen Uy, 102 
Mariy Tee, 104 Maggie Rer, 110 Nanet Ниг 


The event is being co-presented 
by Wow Magic Sing, organized by 


Inc. headed by Gary Cayton, super- 
vised by the Philippine National Cy- 


Rivas, sanctioned by the PhüCycling 
and supported by the PNB the de- 
partments of public works as well as 


< 


Ln 
BERNIS: Favored 


FORMER NATIONAL AMATEUR CHAMPION 
Jan Bernis will be a marked man when the sec- 
‘ond leg of the Samsung Amateur Golf Tour fires 
‘off today at the challenging Summit Point and 
Country Club in Lipa City 

Bemis, the top amateur in 2004 when he also 
won the DHL Open in Canlubang, hopes to 
come out strong on the water-laced course. 

‘The “world 18" concept of the course, de- 
signed by Robert Trent Jones Jr, features a sam- 
pling of 18 of the most popular golf holes from 
ай over the world, including Amen Comer of 
the Augusta National, the 14th hole of St. An- 


drews and the 10th of Pebble Beach. 

Out to foil Bemis bid in the four day champi- 
onship sponsored by Samsung are fellow Cangoll 
bets Ronnie Torrecampo and Boyet Saragoza, 
National Caddies Open champion Joseph Labajo, 
former Samsung national шїнє Kim Chang-hol of 
South Korea, long-hiting jungolfer Gino Bunyi 
and the veteran Tommy Manotoc. 

Marvin Dumandan held off Jay Bayron to 
rule the kick-off leg ofthe circuit backed by Tay- 
Jor Made, C-Lium Fibre, Microtel, Tideist and 
Custom Clubmakers/KZG, Sunbolt with Jam 
88.3, Wave 89.1, Magic 89.9 and 99.5 RT, Sports 


Bernis man to watch as Samsung golf resumes 


Plus as media partners, last month in Baguio. 

Aside from the championship division, other 
events on tap are the Classes C and D for men. 
and the ladies A, B and C divisions. The men's A 
and B categories will be played in the final two 
days of this tournament ending Friday. 

Former RP Ladies Open champion 
Carmelette Villaroman heads the ladies cast. 

Aside from gaining berths inthe grand finals 
slated at Mt. Malarayat in November, winners 
will also get Samsung cell phones and МРЗ play- 
ers, according to the Professional Sports Man- 
‘agement Group, headed by Boy Blue Ocampo. 


Davao netters lead march of Head Penn top seeds 


DAVAO CITY BETS BL SANTO SANTOS 
and Juan Paolo Cansino scored easy 
wins yesterday to lead the first-round 
winners in the 2006 Head Penn Junior 
Tennis Tour at Burhham Park's Athletic 
Bowl in Baguio Ci 

‘Santos, the boys’ 18-under top seed, 
blasted Noy Mendoza, 6-0, 6-0, while 


boys 12-under No. 1 Cansino breezed 
past Mark Santiago, 6-1, 6-0. 

Joining Cansino in the next round of 
this four-day event organized by Dy- 
namic Sports Corp,, exclusive distribu- 
tor of Head and Penn rackets, were 
Argil Canizares, who beat Dominic 
Licudine, 6-1, 6-1, and South Cotaba- 


to's Kurt Gerapusco, who prevailed over 
Erick Fernandez, 6-1, 6-0. 

In the boys’ 16-under division, Ger- 
ard Rosario downed Orvin Tinio, 6-3, 6- 
2. Vince Carlo Ramiscal defeated Bruce 
ivan Valenzuela, 6-4, 6-3, in the unisex 
10-under class. 

In the girls’ division, 16-under top 


seed Macy Solon of Dumaguete blasted 
Analyn Noble, 6-0, 6-0, and No. 2 Ce- 
buana Kristel Mae Buenacosa out- 
classed Emy Baguirin, 6-1, 6-1, to ad- 

the next round, while 14-un- 
der division second seed Cindy Gera- 
pusco won over Monique Rafael, 6-4, 4- 
6(11-9). 


opens hetty Tour lead 


Team Elixir 
forges 
ahead of 


Cossack 


ANGELES CITY—TEAM ELIXIR 
Sports, behind skipper Amel 
Quirimit’s second stage victory 
grabbed the team lead over Cossack 
Vodka in the Tour Pilipinas Tanduay 
Padyak Pinoy 2006 yesterday. 

Quisimit boosted Elixir to а total 
time of 21 hours, 1 minute and 
48.202 seconds after the 194.9-km. 
trek from Baguio to here and 
opened a 4-minute, 58.485-second 
lead over erstwhile leader Cossack 

Cossack coach Renato Dolosa 
said many cyclists, including sever- 
al members of his team, suffered 
from a mild case of diarthea late 
Sunday. 

Rookie Harvey Sicam was the 
second mam in for the stage for 
Elixir, in the process climbing to 
fourth overall behind leader Santy 
Вагпасһеа, Ericson Obosa and Er- 
ick Feliciano. 

But Dolosa believes that the 
team race is far from over with two 
tough stages still on tap in the final 
four days of the Tour that makes its 
southern sojourn starting with the 
Marikina-to-Lucena race today. 


STAGE 4 RESULTS 


моюи. 
9 54 1 Bast (Sonbt) 
E 
10 А Cama (Con Pap) 
TNE Quinones (221) sume. 
129 богли (6021) same 
1з R лети. (Сой Pap) 
4 R. Sambrano (Cossack 
voaa) sar 
Tw 
ove same 
TEM Alona (2) some 
17 К. Mangas. (Sunol) 
TER. Burgos, Mat & More) 


зогслоо 


Solutions 


by Paquito 


1 S. ами (Sunboat) 
175725 

ТЕ Ovosa (Ina) 180436 

3. F Face (Am) 
180525 : 

А Н. бкап (Er Spars} 
180058 

5 T Martinez (Rod Bul) 
180928 у 

61. Vienna (Cossack 
мовајів0057 ; 

TR, Sambrano (Cossack 
Vedi caso 

ВА Qunm (Ebr Sports) 
99 ` 

SN Dongi (Mal & Moe 
экза 

DE 
181937 

TM. Reyes (Cossack Vod: 
тав! 

121 aor, (Ear Sports) 
102206 " 

[XE 
wzo 

MR. Games (8021) 
тазе 

5 1. Calderon (Red Bul) 


Славы (иш а 


19 M. Mendoza (бои) 

Тон Азна 8o21) sme 

211, Valenzuela (Cossack 
Voda) same 

723 Deica (un) same. 

23 M. Ren (Cossack Vod- 
БЕЯ 

207. aot (tar бро 

254 Manda ic) same 

26 0 Marana (al & More) Rendle ned 

27 R og (G02) same 

284. Sermo (6021) same 

281. Саша (Red Bu) 

30 R. Navaro (One Shot 
Wonderi same: 

ТА Оа Rosado (Red Bus) 

32 T Marios (ed But) 

"DE felcono (un) same 

SAE Obosa (na) same 

35 A Якаб (бш Sports) 

36 0. Fronda (Ebr Sports) 


17 А. Asuncion (Col Рад) 
182946 

18 
К 

108. Burgos Mal & More) 
ты 

Кл 
лати 

21D. Marana (al & More) 
1138 

22 W. Савва (One Shot 
Wonder 184320 

Ti R. Nato (One Shot 
Wonder) 184425 

24 M. Mangatis (боло) 
184535 

25 P. Cuum (Cool Pap) 
E 

261. Data (rt) 184920 

27 0, Cmotwe (0ле Shot 
Wonder 18:5005 

А Man (AO) 
185109 

79E вины (Cossack Vod- 
1a) 185130 


THE BEST HAIR TRANSPLANTS 
GO UNNOTICED!!! 


бинаа (8021) 


31 S. Tores (Mal & More) 
sus 

TBA маза ит) same 

38 Е Catarungan (6021) 
кин. 

40 D. Dea Cnr (Ма) 
зла 


OVERALL номша. 


BEVERLY HILLS TRAINED 
HAIR TRANSPLANT SURGEON 
DR. ANDREW G. PINEDA HAS: 
16 years experience Inhale transplants « has done over 
4000 patents « best results + affordable prices + hair 
transplants can be done on eyebrows, eyelashes, sideburns, 
scars and mustache + Dr, Pineda's results are artistically 
onented to fit your mage * open door po, see and talk 
to pabents are reimbursement (cl for details) 


A LIFETIME DECISION!” 
GO PINEDAHAIR CLINICS! 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Майа pinadahalccom шаш 


Heat rip Nets anew; 
Clippers shade Suns 


EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY—DWAYNE WADE HAD 31 
points, eight assists and seven rebounds, and the Miami Heat beat 
the New Jersey Nets 102-92 on Sunday to move within a game of a 
second straight trip to the NBA Eastern Conference finals. 


The Heat lead the series 31 -~ 
and can wrap it up when they 
host Game 5 on Tuesday. 

"Were not surprised. When we 
play Miami Heat basketball on both 
ends of the floor, we're a tough team 
to beat, at home or on the road," 
Wade said. "We go home to Game 5 
and try to close it out at home.” 

Also, the Los Angeles Clippers 
beat the Phoenix Suns, 114-107, 
to even their Western Conference. 
semifinals 2 

Wade was sensational for Mia- 
mi as usual, but it was the play of 
Antoine Walker and Udonis 
Haslem during a key stretch of 
the third quarter that gave them 
the cushion they needed to hold 
оп fora third straight victory. 

"Walker scored 20 points on 7.of- 
11 shooting and Haslem added 20 


Alonso wins 
for his King, 
countrymen 


BARCELONA—RENAULT'S FERNANDO 
‘Alonso capped one majestic drive with anoth- 
er on Sunday to become the first Spaniard to 
win his home Formula One grand prix on an 
unforgettable afternoon. 

‘The 24-year-old world champion warmed 
wp the 130,000 strong crowd, the biggest yet 
Át the Circuit de Catalunya, by giving King 
Juan Carlos a passenger ride around the 
Barcelona track in a road car before the race. 

А few hours later he took the checkered 
flag to drive that same crowd into a frenzy, 
with the monarch joining him on the podium 
to present his happy subject with the winner's 
trophy as the national anthem played. 

Tt was, the Asturian declared proudly, one 
of the greatest moments in a career that has 
ееп а few firsts already. 

In the race, there was only one king of the 
road and it was Alonso. 

“It was the best feeling so far 1 think in a 
Formula One саг, equal to the Brazilian Grand 
Prix (last year) where I won the champi- 
‘onship,” he told a post-race news conference. 

“I finished third in that race with a lot of prob- 
Jems defending the third place and I didn't enjoy 
itso much as I did today when I was alone." 

‘Alonso started from pole position and, with 
the lead changing only at the pitstops, crossed 
the line 18.5 seconds clear of Ferraris 
Michael Schumacher. 

Te was his third win of the season but easily 
the sweetest. 

“The last five or six laps I saw that Michael 
was slowing down, not pushing any more, so 
it was four or five laps just cruising to the 
end,” Alonso said. 

“To race here and to race in front of an all- 
blue grandstand is a different feeling com- 
pared to all the other races. 

"Its true that 66 laps is not enough to enjoy 
all the race, but when you are leading by 10 
seconds I think you want to finish the race al- 
ready and celebrate the victory. It was a fan- 
tastic day, difficult to forget for me.” 

Alonso zigzagged before the finish, gestur- 
ing and pumping the air in delight with his 
fists to take the crowd's roar of applause, 

Parking in the pitlane afterwards, he jumped 
up on the car to dance with an exaggerated 
swagger—imitative of what he would not зау. 

‘What he would remember most, he said, was 
“a little bit everything—the laps T did with the 
King in the normal car, with ай the people enjoy- 
ing seeing us together, then the start, the first 
laps... and for sure the last two or three.” Reuters 


DWYANE Wade: Sensational 


points and 11 rebounds, shooting 
8-оЁ11. They combined for 16 of 
Miami's 22 points during the third 
period, when the Heat built their 
lead to as much as 11. 

“They hit shots, they hit a lot of 
shots,” Nets forward Richard Jeffer- 


— 
b. guard Wade after his 


New Jersey could never regain the 
lead after the first quarter. 


Kidd had 17 points, 


and 12 assists, tying Wilt Chamber- 
lain for third place on the postsea- 
son career list and moving within 
one of Larry Bird for second. 

Vince Carter added 26 points 
and Richard Jefferson scored 17. 
Nenad Krstic had 20 points and 


14 rebounds. 
In Los Angeles, 
had 30 


assists to lead the Cli 


1 


RAFAEL Nadal exults after beating Roger Fe: 
claiming his 53rd straight clay victory. 


son said. "Udonis Haslem, I swear 
he didn’t miss one tonight.” 

Jason Kidd tried to rally the Nets, 
collecting his ninth postseason 
triple-double and moving over to 


из, nine rebounds and 
eight assists, Sam Cassell added 
28 points, 11 rebounds and nine 


Phoenix star Steve Nash was 
held to eight points and 11 as- 
sists. He shot 3-of-11, and didn't 
make а field goal after halftime. 


jumper with 56 seconds 
remaining and Cassell 
hit a 3-pointer 

with 27 sec- (me. 


hot start. But 


13 rebounds clinch the victory 


94.91 fora 2-1 series lead. 


Brand scored 67 points in 
the first two games, but was held to 
20 in Game 3, when the Suns won 


‘The Suns scored 12 straight 
points to move within one be- 
fore Brand made an 18-foot 


é 


sk 


wh 


onds let to Qa с 


The Clippers won without 
starting center Chris Kaman, side- 
lined because of a sore right 


shoulder. Kaman suited up but 


Elton Brand never left the bench. 


ippers. 


the Clippers. 


Phoenix. 


Corey Maggette had 18 points ЎЎ 
and 15 rebounds and Vladimir- 
Radmanovic scored 13 points for +“ 


Raja Bell led the Suns with а fy, 
career playoff-high 33 points. 
Game S is on Tuesday in 


Ap Marion 


CLIPPERS’ Corey Maggette collars a rebound over the Suns’ Shawn 
ion in Game 4 of their NBA Western Conference playoffs. 


Nadal asserts mastery 
of Federer, ties streak 


ROME—RAFAEL NADAL BEAT 
Roger Federer in five sets Sunday 
to defend his Rome Masters title 
and tie Guillermo Vilas’ record 
‘53-match winning streak on clay 


in the Open era. 


“їз something I don't think PIL 
ever do again,” Nadal said of the 
record, “But it was more impor- 
tant to win the Rome title.” 

The second-ranked Spaniard 
saved two match points at 5-6 in the 
fifth set when Federer missed two 
forehands, then closed out the 67 
@),7-6 (5),64,2-6, 7-6 (5) winon 
his first match point in the tiebreak- 
er when the top-ranked Swiss player 


hit another forehand long. 


“I should have won. He caught 
me right at the finish line," said 
Federer, who also wasted a 4-1 


lead in the fifth set. 


The match lasted 5 hours, 5 
minutes, and Nadal dropped 
down to the clay on his back in 
celebration after it was over. 


derer and 
ams 


Nadal has now beaten Federer 
in four straight matches, includ- 
ing in the semifinals of last years 
French Open. 

The Rome Masters is a clay- 
court warmup for Roland Garros, 
which begins in two weeks. 

The 19-year-old Nadal began 
his streak at the Monte Carlo 
Masters in April 2005 and has 
now won nine straight tourna- 
ments on clay. His 16th title also 
tied him with Bjorn Borg for most 
titles won as a teenager 

“It’s very difficult to win every 
tournament, 53 matches is a lot 
of matches," Nadal said. 

Vilas set his streak in 1977, be- 
ginning with a win in May at the 
French Open and ending with a 
loss to Ilie Nastase in October in 
Aix en Provence, France. 

Nadal can break the record 
with a win against Tommy Haas 
in the first round of the Hamburg 
Masters next week. 


Zico bares Japan WC squad 


"TOKYO—JAPAN COACH ZICO ON MON- 
day announced his squad for the World 
Сир, going with a team he hopes will Бе 
able to overcome recent goalscoring prob- 
Jems. 

Zico selected forwards Atsushi Yanagi- 
sawa, Masashi Oguro, Nachiro Takahara 
and Keiji Tamada to the 23-man squad. 

Japan has had trouble scoring in recent 
friendlies. In their last tuneup matches on 
home soil, Zico's squad scored just one 
goal in two matches against Bulgaria and 
Scotland, two teams that failed to qualify 
for the World Cup. 

Tatsuhiko Kubo was left off the team 
in favor of forward Selichiro Maki. 

Japan's midfield will include Europe- 
based players Hidetoshi Nakata (Bolton), 
Shunsuke Nakamura (Celtic) and Junichi 
Tnamoto (West Bromwich Albion). 

‘They will be joined by domestic play- 
ers Takashi Fukunishi, Mitsuo Oga- 
sawara, Yasuhito Endo and former 
Feyenoord player Shinji Ono. 


Оп defense, Zico selected Alessandro 
Santos, Keisuke Tsuboi, Tsuneyasu Miya- 
moto, Yuji Nakazawa, Koji Nakata, Yuichi 
Komano, Makoto Tanaka and Akira Кай. 

Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi, Seigo Narazaki 
and Yoichi Doi were selected as goalkeepers. 

Japan is drawn in a tough Group F 
against Australia, Croatia and defend- 
ing champion Brazil. 

Japan advanced to the second round 
of the 2002 World Cup, which they co- 
hosted with South Korea. 

They will be making their third straight 
World Cup appearance in Germany. 

‘The squad: 

Goalkeepers: Yos Kawaguchi (blo ma- 
ta), Yoichi Dol (FC Tokyo), Seigo Кага (Nagoya 
Grampus Eg): Delenders: Makoto Tanaka (Jubilo 
маш), Тәте: Miyamoto (Gamba Osaka), 
Hasandro Santos (Urawa Reds), Yup Naiazawa 
Yokohama F Marinos) Keisuke Tsuboi (Urawa Reds), 
rra Кад (Gamba Osaka), Yuichi Komano аліся 
Hroshima), Кой Nakata (Basel, Swan); Mid- 
fielders: Tdasti ашын Qublo Mata, Mitsuo 


_— 


JAPAN'S head coach Zico of Brazil 
makes the announcement. muras 


Ogasawara (Kashima Antlers), Shinji Ono (ема. 
Reds), Yasuhito Endo (Gamba Osaka), Hidetoshi 
Nakata (Boton Wanderers, England), Shunsuke Naka- 
mura (Cec, Scotland), Junichi Inamoto (West 
‘Bromwich Albion, England); Forwards: Selchiro Май 
(GEF United Chiba), Көй Tamara (Nagoya Grampus 
ght), Atsushi Yanagisawa (Kashima Andes], 
Masashi Oguro (Grenoble, France), Naohiro Takahara 
(Hamburg SV, Germany), AP 


Webb seals 7-stroke wire-to-wire victory 


AR 


WFRA 


KARRIE Webb gets doused in beer as she hugs her caddie, Mike Paterson. 


WILLIAMSBURG, 
Hall of Famer Karrie 


v 


one-under 70 here Sunday to 
complete a convincing wire-to- 


wire victory in the 


LPGA Michelob Ultra Open. 
With a total of 14- 
the 31-year-old Australian fin- 


ished seven shots in. 


{co's Lorena Ochoa and South Ko- 
rean Hee-Won Han, and pocketed 
the $330,000 first prize. 
Jennifer 


je Filipino 
closed with а 74 


VIRGINIA— 
Webb fired а 
$2.2 million- 
der 270, 


front of Mex- 


Rosales 


and finished co Championship. 


with a 287. She won $15, 163. 

While the early season LPGA 
buzz focused on the influx of tal- 
ented young players, Webb—a 
three-time money list winner and 
two-time Player of the Year—has 
steadily reasserted herself. 

Last year, Webb was winless on 
tour for the first time in her career. 

But she became the first player 
to record multiple wins this sea- 
son, having also captured the sea- 
son's first major, the Kraft Nabis- 


After a 66 on Saturday, Webb en- 
tered the final round with a five-shot 
lead, and she never showed any 
signs of coming back to the pack. 

‘She birdied three and five be- 
fore a brief lapse brought bogeys 
atthe sixth and eighth. 

*1 played great all week,” Webb 
said, “I was really nervous before 
we started today. I haven't played 
with that big a lead in a long time.” 

‘Webb closed the front nine 
with a birdie and followed a bo- 
gey at 1S witha birdie at 16. AFP 


Nadal also won а fifth-set 
tiebreaker in last year’s final, beat- 
ing Guillermo Coria in S:14—the 
longest final of the Open era. 

“I think Federer was maybe 
tougher to beat. He's more а; 
gressive and serves very well, 
Nadal said, eating his traditional 
post-match plate of pasta at Foro 
italico, "I was lucky he missed 
those forehands." 

Federer dropped to 39-3 this 
year, with his only losses coming 
to Nadal. The other two came in 
finals at Dubai, United Arab Emi- 
rates, in March and the Monte 
Carlo Masters last month. 

Federer employed more ag- 
gressive tactics than the Monte 
Carlo final, when he lost serve 
seven times. 

He only served and volleyed 
sparingly, but aimed for the comers 
and followed his baseline shots into 
the net at every opportunity. Nadal 
broke serve only three times. АР 


Lady Tams 
take volley 
semis seat 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


TEAM CAPTAIN MARY ANN MAN- 
alo unloaded 26 points, 24 of them 
оп kills, as Far Eastern University 
overcame a sluggish first set to 
down Philippine Christian Universi- 
ту 16-25, 25-13, 25-16, 25-23, last 
night and grab а semifinal seat in 
the Shakey's V-League at the Blue 
Eagle gym. 

"The 5-foot-4, 22-year-old Man- 
alo proved unstoppable as the La- 
dy Tamaraws clinched their 
fourth win in six games while in- 
flicting a third loss against three 
victories on PCU. 

FEU joined unbeaten La Salle 
and Adamson in the double- 
round carryover semis phase 
starting next week 

Rachel Ann Daquis scored nine 
points, all of them on kills which 
helped the Lady Tams turn the ta- 
bles on the Lady Dolphins, who 
caught them off-guard with a 
strong opening set. 

Brenda Lopez and Arlene 
Bernardo led PCUS offensive in the 
first set, hammering home kills 
while combining for four blocks. 

FEU finally got going as power- 
hitting Manalo started to score, 
eventually making 57 of her 
team's 167 total attempts. 

"Is а good thing that we have 
the strength of character to get 
back,” said FEU coach Florentino 
Santos, who also got ample help 
from Wendy Ann Semana, who had 
31 ofthe team's 41 excellent seis. 
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Anne Curtis gets back 


MARK, Jennylyn, Jolina and Marvin in the Big Apple. 


New York state of mind 


IN THE CITY THAT NEVER 
sleeps, love is awakened for 
screen pairs Jolina Magdan- 
gal and Marvin Agustinand 
Jennylyn Mercado and Mark 
Herras in the Kapuso Net- 
work's newest offering, “I Luv 
МҮ” Monday to Friday on 
6МАз primetime block. 

Set in the romantic city of 
New York, it’s the first Philip- 
pine soap to use a world-class 
location as backdrop. Viewers 
will be swept off their feet by 
this double dose of romance, as 
it features the much-awaited 
reunion of the two love teams. 

Anything new that blos- 
somed between Jolens and 
Marvs, Jen and Mark over 
there Mark quipped, * ‘Di man 
kami nagkabalikan ni Jen, ‘di 
maman kami nagkalayo. We 
don’t want to make the same 
mistakes all over again. Gradu- 


Dorty 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


ate na kami sa away-bati 
stage.” 

Jen agreed, “We had only 
each other to turn to in New 
York. No alalays and all, so we 
made sure not to fight. We 
watched over each other espe- 
cially when we both got sick.” 

Аз for Jolina, her boyfriend 
Bebong Munoz, who's based 
in the US, flew to NYC to visit 
her. “I thought Га feel awk- 
ward when Bebong and Marvs 
met," she said. "But it was Mar- 
vs who felt uneasy at first. Be- 
bong supports my loveteam 

NEWYORK A22 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ANNE CURTIS SEEMS ON THE VERGE OF 
tears as she pleads with reporters not to ask 
about her love life specifically her breakup five. 
months ago with boyfriend of two years Paolo 
Araneta. 

“Аз much as possible, I don't want to talk about 
it because Paolo is not in show biz and I respect his 


‘But inquiring minds prevail. Was it a third par- 
ty? Did Paolo really knock up the other girl? 

This makes the 21-year-old break her silence: 
“Thats not true!" 

And its unfair to blame her hectic schedule as 
the culprit, she adds. “[My job] was never a factor 
Ie was difficult because I seldom saw him. I was 
working very hard and he wasn't used to that.” 

‘She's a hard worker, she points out, because 1 
want to be financially stable. 1 dont want to de- 
pend on my future husband” 

‘Anne adds that it was her former boyfriend, 10 
years her senior, who encouraged her to strike 
while the iron was hot, save up and invest her 
earnings wisely 

“Tleamed a lot from him,” she tells оске En- 
tertainment. "Hes such a wise person. He had а 
good effect on me. He taught me not to splurge on 
shopping. To be professional. To manage my time 
well. To rest when I'm off from work. He helped 
‘me mature in a lot of ways. It was just that, some- 
times it was too much for my age. But will always 
love him.” 


Back to school 
She was also inspired to go back to school. 
‘This summer, Anne enrolled as a high school 
senior at the College of Mount Carmel. 
"Our principal assured me that Tm smart; its 
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her groove 


... With a lot 
of help from 


Luis Manzano 


just that I'm lazy? she says. “The 

night before an algebra exam, my 
nose bled. I asked myself: Is this be- 
cause ofthe heat or the tension?" 

Fortunately “I aced the test, but 1 
stil have a lot of catching up to do be 
cause I stopped schooling for years.” 

Between work and studies, she has 
no time for romance, Anne sighs. Which 
leaves “Star Circle Summer Kid Quest” 
co-host and ‘All About Love” co-star La 
Manzano at a disadvantage. 

She insists: "He never tried to court me [af- 
ter the breakup with Paolo]. He helps me cope. 
When I feel depressed or sluggish, he cheers me up 
and pushes me on. I don't want to risk the friend- 
ship that we've had for the past six years.” 

Tks special, she concedes. "More than friends; but 
not sweethearts. I dont care if hes not my future. 
groom's friend, when I get married, hell be my Man 
of Honor” 

She calls him "Manzano"; he calls her “Nippy” 

"is a зйсуеаг secret,” she says of their pet 
names. 

Could it be “Nippy” because the romance was 
“nipped in the bud"? 

Theyre very close, is as far as she will go. There 
was a time when they were each others alarm. 
docks. “He'd сай at 6 a.m., just to hear me mumble 
my reply” 

Manzano describes “Nippy” glowingly: “She's 
obviously beautiful and some people equate that 
with being soul (aloof), but shes а cowgirl 
(Gown-to-earth)!” 


[MARKED 


ANNE Curtis: More 
than friends, less than 
sweethearts. 
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Dinner Theater presents 

"1LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE" + 
'A Repertory Philippines Production 
May 9 & 16, 2006/8 pm / Greenbelt 2 
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Repertory Philippines presents REPORTORY SUMMER CLASSESat 
REP's Globe Theater - May 20, 22, 23, 25, 26,27 8.29 
For inquiries, pis. call 887-0710 
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Registration ls now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
New York state of mind 


From page A2-1 watch but so hard to make, espe- 
with Marvs cause he knows that Sally when it was snowing. Hirap 
же goa long way back.” mag dialogue while you're trem- 
Marvin shared, “There are alot bling in the cold! 
of things that Jolens and I did in, 50 even if the two pairs are not 
New York that wed never done back together for real, their foray 
before, like changing clothes in in the Big Apple has made them 
one van during shooting. served Tealize that they remain to be the. 
as her curtain (hehehe..) Тһе @pple ofeach other's eyes ina pla- 
scenes we did are so beautiful to tonic sort of way—that plateau 


Filinvest between friendship and love. 
ilinves! 


peer epp POWER PLANT 


[crura pere dd Eric] THE CAST of “Manay Po” 


lam Posno 
law nssion mpossintes voscoon 


Em ‘Manay Po’ 

Rockwell Center, Makati Cit Та. No: 8981440-41 ное Motherhood will display never- 
mission rossa P пип PURE EEE LT oon shades of gay in the 
: pa R н киир oe comedy film “Manay Po, from 
= 4 THE WILD Regal Entertainment, It's about a 
mother (Cherry Pie Picache) 
who discovers that all her three 
sons are homosexuals—a closet 
i gay played by Polo Ravales, a 

flamboyant gay portrayed by 
Aun OREGON арте John Prats, and Jiro Manio азап 


emerging adolescent ga 
= UN AQUAMARINE Semel тап completely relate to that 
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cm Lily, however, emphasizes that 

the movie isn't just for gays. "Ev- 

secutos. | honie Thess of ie He Miei eryone knows what it's like to be 

attracted to another person and 

à keep secrets from those they 
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stated that Close to You is written. 
by Mike Villegas, not Sam Milby. 
Sam is just the singer and never 
claimed to be the composer of the 
song in question. The two cuts in 
the album credited to Sam as 
composer are "Magmahal Muli” 
and "Ive Fallen in Love.” From: 
Nicole Dizon (nicolehdQly- 


SAM Milby 


cos.com) 


Fuming Gwen 

Gwen Garci is fuming mad at 
her ex-boyfriend Andrew Wolfe: 
“No woman, or any human being 
for that matter, deserves to be 
treated the way he treated me. 
Every time we fight, he strangles 
me and spits in my face. Thats 
why I scratch him with my 
mails—to defend myself. And he 


has the nerve to say on TV that he~, 


wilL.sue.me?-Ang laki-laki ng 
katawan niya tapos palalabasin 
niyang I assaulted him first!” 

1s it really the end of the line 
for these two, or is it just part of 
their love-hate routine? 

Gwen swears that it's finito. Or 
will she turn out to be a girl who 
cried "Wolfe?" 


Sam's surprise 

Sam Milby paid Toni Gonzaga. 
a surprise visitat the studio when 
we were doing “ETK” last week- 
end. He brought Toni pasalubong 
from the US—a jailed doll (Alca- 
traz souvenir), a frame with their 
picture in it, chocolates and a lot 
of knickknacks. І teased Toni, 
"Why the incarcerated doll? Does 
it mean Sam wants you to be his 
prisonerof love?" 

Toni blushed. Who would mind 
being sentenced for life as Sam's 
beloved? 


High spirits 

Rudy Fernandez was in high 
spirits when my kapatid Ogie Di- 
‘az, Alma Moreno and Mark An- 
thony Fernandez spoke to him 
via: a: phone patch on “ETK.” 
Daboy happily announced that he 
has fully recovered from his eriti- 
cal operation. He is raring to go 
back to work. Pm sure everyone is 
also raring to see an energized 
and revitalized Rudy. 


Personal 
Thanks, Doc D, for curing my 
lovesickness! 


(Email. wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com) 


sh, no... 


From page A2-4 


Barrett's .single-mother. Maggie 
Land het, 9-year-old son, Conor 
(Jimmy Bennet), but even 
they're not fleshed out sufficient- 
ly in the script from Mark Protose- 
vich to make us feel for them. 
Everyone's plight quickly grows 
repetitive. They climb a bit, they 
get soaked, someone almost 
drowns, something explodes, they 
climb some more—all to the tune 
of overblown, frenzied music. 
"There's got to be a morning af- 
ler" went the Oscar-winning 
song from the original. In "Posei- 
don,” daylight can't come soon 
enough. Christy Lemire, AP 
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riding 


on 'signature shows' 


PEOPLE WHO HEAR THAT ABC 
5 could be spending P100 mil- 
lion on its projected "Philippine 
Idol” show may think that's an 
alarmingly huge amount of 
money, but network staffers 
would disagree. 

Aside from the pricey franchise 
fee paid for permission to come up 
with the Pinoy version of American 
Idol,” the new program gives ABC 5 
a "signature" show that can be used 
to boost the channel's image, appeal 
and cachet, and galvanize its entire 
programming. 

By that yardstick, P100 million 
isnt as, huge an investment as it 
seems. 

‘The concept of “signature” shows 
has worked well for GMA 7, with its 
“Starstruck” challenge, and ABS- 
CBN with its "Pinoy Big Brother" 
franchise. 

‘Those programs are popular in 
their own right, but their signifi- 
cance goes beyond that, to giving 
their respective networks their 
unique identity and character in 
Viewers estimation. 

If handled right, "Philippine Idol” 
could do the same for ABC.5, and 
thus help it stave off the competition 
for local TV's No.3 slot provided by 
the new QTV 11. 

At this point, the challenge facing 
“Philippine Idol” is to make a name 
for itself beyond its being the local 
version of "AL" 

‘There are so many local talent 
guests on TV that the new program 
will have to work really hard to 
avoid ending up as just another 
singing il. 

The major difference has to be 
the exceptionally high level of 
singing talent and potential star val- 
че that the show can attract. The 
shows 24 then 12 finalists have to 
фе much better than the talents we 
already get to see and hear on past 
and current singing competitions. 

How] can this happen? Aside 
from the usual open auditions, the 
shows staffers should look onto our 
wealth of musical-theater talents, 
some of whom have yet to be dis- 
covered on TY, but are truly excep- 
tional. 

Tes also important that “Philip- 
pine Idol” refrains from the bad 
practice of some local talent search- 


ез, of “accommodating” the "re- 
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quests" of network officials, talent 
managers and other "hidden per- 
suaders” to include their preferred 
talents in their lists of finalists, 

‘This usually lowers the tilts’ tal- 
entlevel, and keeps some really gift- 
ed singers from making it to the fi- 
nals, as they deserve. 

К would also help if the “Philip- 
pine Idol” finalists first be “work: 
shopped” to further hone their tal- 
ents before the finalis competition 
proper stars 

We have many potentially great 
talents who are stil too raw to do as 
wellasthey should ina competition, 
so a workshop would really help. 

Can "Philippine Idol" come up 
with these innovations before its of 
ficial star? 


Feedback 

From Arnold С. Dalena of Pasay 
City: "Keep up your analysis of in- 
dustry trends. They are very useful 
for Mass Com students like me. We 
take up your articles in class because 
they give us an in-depth view of the 
field we want to enter—with open 
eyes. 

Can you also write about radio? 
1 want to work in that field, because 
itreaches down to the grassroots...” 


HBO PAK 

SkyCable introduces. SkyCable 
Platinum—the HBO PAK, offering 
subscribers additional movie chan- 
nels: 

On HBO signature, view the lat- 
est movies and seres including 
award-winning HBO Original Pro- 
ductions. 

On HBO Family, fun family 
movies are on view, and viewers can 
vote for their favorite movies at 
wwwhboasia com. 

And, on HBO Hits, the biggest 
blockbuster and hottest stars and di- 
rectors are showcased. It even offers 
"Top 10 weekly Box Office Hits, up- 
dates, celebrity trivia and behind- 
the-scene exclusives. Call 631-0000. 
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In this remake of the 
1972 disaster classic, 
the characters make 
sympathy nearly 
impossible. 


NEW YORK—LONG BEFORE THE BIG 
wave hits in “Poseidon,” the first sign of 
trouble comes from looking at the cast list. 

Josh Lucas, Kurt Russel), Emmy Rossum, 
Jacinda Barrett—they'e all too good-look- 
ing. Not an Ernest Borgnine or a Shelley 
Winters among em. 

This pretty much tells you all you need to 
know about director Wolfgang Petersen's 
remake of the 1972 cult disaster classic 
“The Poseidon Adventure”: les all splash 
and no substance. Not a single person is 
physically capable of uttering anything like 
‘Winters’ famous line, "In the water, I'm a 
very skinny lady.” which she delivered be- 
fore her character died quite convincingly 
ofa heart attack. (You laugh, but the perfor- 
mance earned her an Oscar nomination, 
one of eight the film received.) 


JOSH Lucas, Emmy Rossum and Kurt Russell star i 


“Poseidon” 


All splash, no substance 


Not that you're looking for much meat in an 
underwater blockbuster; you want to be visu- 
ally wowed. Here, the effects are so big and 
shiny and slick they often look completely 
fake, like some computer-generated promo: 
tional video fora cruise line. 

Up dose in cramped, soaked 
‘quarters, though, Petersen does know 
how to create a visceral sensation of 
claustrophobia—which by now 
seems to be his specialty, having also direct- 
ed "Das Boot” and "The Perfect Storm." 

But it would be helpful to care about 
whether or not these scrappy passengers on 
a doomed New Year's voyage drown once 
the boat capsizes; in this contemporized 
version, the characters ate rendered so 
shrilly and superficially, they make sympa- 
thy nearly impossible. 

Say what you will about director Ronald 
Neame's original; in retrospect it does look 
campy, with Borgnine and Gene Hackman 
sopping wet and screaming at each other, 
and Carol Lynley, as the ship's lounge singer, 
traipsing around in short-shorts and go-go 
boots. The film cared about character devel- 
opment. You got to know the members of 
this motley crew as they banded together 
and climbed frantically through the upside- 
down vessel, searching for an escape. 

(And the film was considered spectacular 


REVIEW mocked for his famous bravery asa for- 


їп its day, so much so that it earned a spe- 
cial-achievement Oscar for visual effects.) 

This time you have Lucas, in one of the all 

time, laugh-out-loud bad performances as 

smug professional gambler Dylan Johns, 

competing for control of the group 

with Russells Robert Ramsey, who's 


mer firefighter who became New York 
City mayor (Learning his identity drew 
unintended guffaws from critics in Manhattan.) 

Rossum plays Ramsey's spoiled, impu- 
dent daughter, who pouts about wanting to 
тапу her boyfriend (blonde pretty-boy 
Mike Vogel) during some of the most in- 
tense moments of crisis. Kevin Dillon plays 
an obnoxious drunk named Lucky Larry 
who's almost as pathetic as Dillon's "En- 
tourage" character. 

Richard Dreyfuss, among the strongest 
actors in this thing, is relegated to whining 
and sniveling after his character's boyfriend 
leaves him for another man, then whining 
and sniveling some more as the situation 
grows more dire. And Andre Braugher, who 
was so great for so long on "Homicide: Life. 
on the Street,” just stands around feebly as 
the ballroom floods—and he's playing the 
ship's captain. 

The only vaguely likable characters are 

Aura 


Tom plays 
Cruise all 
over again 


NEW YORK—TOM CRUISE 15 50 MUCH 
more than just tabloid fodder and the father 
of Katie Holmes’ baby. 

Sometimes he's also а movie star—"the 
most exciting and successful star in the 
world," according to the hype for "Mission: 
Impossible IIl," which isn’t so much the latest 
sequel in an astronomical summer franchise 
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asitisa replay of some of Cruise's best-known 
hits. 

Taking over as director after Brian De Pal- 
та and John Woo, J.J. Abrams does put his 
‘own enormously successful stylistic stamp on 
the series. “MI:3” often feels like an extended, 
swleeps-period episode of Abrams “Alias”; the. 
action moves so swiftly and skillfully, you 
don't realize you're watching a two-hour-plus 
film, 

Abrams, who also created the TV series 
“Felicity” and "Lost," tries to instill within 
these characters an interior life we hadn't 
seen in the previous two films. (Cruise's Se- 
cret Agent Ethan Hunt keeps his identity hid- 
den from his fiancée by pretending he's a 
traffic analyst— yeah, right—when he's actu- 
ally off on adventures with his partners, 
played by Ving Rhames, Jonathan Rhys Mey- 
ers and Maggie Q. And as you'd expect, some 
of the toys and twists are coolly clever and 
amusing. 

But time and time again, Cruise goes back 
to being Cruise, which distracts you from the 
fact that he's supposed to be a spy trying to 
track down and take out international 
weapons dealer Owen Davian (played by 
Philip Seymour Hoffman—thats right, the 
Academy Award winner) 

A scene at an airport finds Cruise disguised 
as an overgrown hippie in a knit cap, denim 
jacket and bad facial hair, as if he'd just left 
the set of “Born on the Fourth of July.” Later 
we see him prowling the dark hallways of a 
shabby Shanghai apartment building, like 
something out of "Minority Report.” 

He's constantly running, which also is rem- 
iniscent of "Minority Report" and its mantra, 
"Everybody runs," or any number of Cruise 
vehicles, including “The Firm” and ‘erry 
Maguire.” This phenomenon of self-reference 
only serves as a reminder of how little range 
Cruise has. 

Not that you're looking for range when you 
walk into a movie like this, No, you want explo- 
sions, You want car chases and shootouts, You 
want dazzling, gravity-defying stunt games, 

So far, 'menjoying this. Christy Lemire, 
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Gives up 6 hectares of saleable 
land under new master plan 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


FORT BONIFACIO DEVELOPMENT CORP (FBDC), 
a joint venture between the Ayala and Campos 
groups, unveiled yesterday a new P8-billion 
blueprint for the "city center" of the 240-hectare 
Bonifacio Global City in Taguig City. 

‘The “city center” forms thephys- south and Sth Avenue on the west. 
ical core of the projectand consists The P8-billion financing program 
of high-tech offices, residential will be spent over a period of 20 
buildings, bustling retail outlets, years and funded through internal- 
and pedestrian-friendly roads and 1у generated cash and sale of lots, 
walkways. It is bounded by 32nd said Ayala Land Inc. (ALD, one of. 
Street on the north, 11th Avenue the controlling parmers at FBDC. 
оп the east, 26th Street on the pee] 
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ALI chair Fernando Zobel de Ayala, Evergreen Holdings chair Joselito Campos, FBDC 
president Gen. Narciso Abaya, ALI president Jaime Ayala and BCDA chair Fildelfo Rojas view 
the scale model of the “city center.” 


WHATS T-bill bids rejected; 91-day yield rises to 5% 


curities reached P2.9 billion, but the govem- 


(See stock market report on Page B2) 


Shares fall 3.16% 


By Michelle V. Remo P450 million worth of bids, lower than the 


UCPB unit 
lends P2B to 
small coconut 
farmers /B3 
DOF studies 
flat income tax 
rate proposal 
— /B6 


THE GOVERNMENT PARTIALLY REJECTED 
bids for treasury bills yesterday to keep the in- 
crease in interest rates at "reasonable" levels 
following pressure from the market to jack up 
the rates. 

The bellwether 91-day treasury bill rate, 
used by banks as a benchmark in pricing 
loans, rose by 23.2 basis points to 5 percent. 

‘The Bureau of the Treasury accepted only 


programmed debt offering of P1 billion for 
each maturity. Total bids for the 91-day paper 
reached P2.285 billion. 

Had the Treasury accepted all bids for the 
three-month securities, the rate would have 
gone up to 5.271 percent. 

The 182-day bills fetched 5.734 percent, 
15.2 basis points higher than the previous 
rate of 5.582 percent. 

Tenders for the six-month government se- 


ment accepted only P950 million. 

The rate for the 364-day bills increased by 
15.6 basis points to 5.955 percent. The gov- 
ernment accepted only P250 million worth of 
tenders compared with the P2.7 billion worth 
of bids raised by banks. 

“This (partial rejection of bids) was done to 
restore market order and allow a little in- 
crease in the rates," National Treasurer Omar 
Cruz said in a press briefing after the auction. 


on profit-taking 

SHARE PRICES CLOSED 3 16- PERCENT 

lower in their sharpest fali for nearly a year as 

investors took profits across the board after a 

20-plus percent run-up this year, dealers said. 
They said the region as a whole sold off fol- 

lowing losses on Wall Street late last week on 
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WÍTH THE MARKET SO ACTIVE AND 
volatile, I think it is time to abandon the jokes, 
at least until the market becomes boring 
again. However, 1 must tell you of one ex- 
traordinary incident. My daughter still has a 
baby tooth, hanging by a thread, bleeding 
slightly but refusing to fall out. She was 
seared to go to the dentist so I suggested 
putting apiece of thread around it and tying it 
to the doorknob. She then held the chair 
tightly while I slammed the door. You know 
‘what happened? The doorknob came off. 

Tam very pleased with the degree of risk 
factor, which a week ago reached such a high 
level that it threatened to disappear through 
the top of the monitor. I was totally convinced 
that the Phisix had reached its high and felt 
compelled to write it in the Inquinen and the 
ewsletter. The next day, the Phisix fell 78 
poirits and I feel that it has further downside. 
Indeed, see the index heading down towards 
the 2,400 level so I see no point in entering 
the equity market at the moment. Seven 
stocks made double or declining tops, which 
is a bearish sign. This article was written on 
Sunday and the Phisix dropped another 79 
points yesterday. The timing of this indicator 
is extraordinary. 

Some of the results that came out last Fri- 
day were uninspiring. ALI announced profits 
up by only 1 percent from P1.16 billion to 
Р118 billion. The 21-pereent fall in sales 
from P6.92 billion to P5.46 billion was due to 
a smaller gain from selling shares in a compa- 
ny that owns part of the MRT. It had a net gain 
of P608 million compared with P2.59 billion a 
year earlier. Residential sales grew 43 per- 
ent, shopping malls 18 percent and hotel 
revenue 9 percent. Expenses fell 26 percent. 
‘The analysts will have a lot of sorting out to 
do. The shares fell 50 centavos to P13.75. 

‘AC did rather better with Ist quarter profits 
‘up 23 percent on stronger earnings by ВРІ 
‘and GLOBE. Profits rose from P2.5 billion to 
P3.1 billion. The chair, Zobel de Ayala Il said, 
‘profit growth can be sustained, supported by 
‘a positive trend in the macro-economic envi- 
xonment. Subsidiaries BPI reported a gain of 
27 percent AND GLOBE 19 percent.” It will be 
"interesting to see how both companies fare on 
‘Monday, as the results came out after hours. 
‘AC fell P25 to P422.50. 

"TEL was disappointing, posting a decline of 
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A weak dollar is good for gold 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Nathan 


7 percent despite adding about 600,000 new 
subscribers. 3G mobile phones are rather ex- 
pensive, so the company has been offering 
free trials in an attempt to induce customers 
to trade up. It will probably take 2 to 3 years 
before TEL and GLOBE will benefit from the 
new technology. Meanwhile, they have to 
spend hundreds of millions of dollars. This 
was my first recommendation in the INguIneR 
atP226 and it has risen almost 10 times. Time 
tocash out. 

PCOR said that first-quarter profits rose 16 
percent as rising exports countered falling de- 
mand. Net income was P1 billion and sales 
volume increased by 8 percent. Domestic 
sales have been flat because of rising crude ой 
prices. The company is spending $200 million 
оп a refinery, which will boost earnings in 
2008 when it will expands its exports of vari- 
ous petrochemicals. These will have a higher 
profit margin than crude oil. 

Profit of GSMI, a unit of SMC, was down 
from P368 million to P229 million. Revenue 
only dropped slightly from P3.04 billion to 
P2.94 billion, so margins were greatly affect- 
ed by the increase in VAT. Taken as a whole, 
these results are not the stuff of which bull 
markets are made. 

The mining market, both metals and oil 
surged with large gains in PX, AT, APX, PERC 
and OV. PX has now surpassed my target of 
P4.80 to PS.60 and hit a high of P5.90 last 
Friday. Given the price of gold and copper, I 
am now increasing my l-year target to 
P6.40, i.e. an EPS of 80 centavos and a P/E 
ratio of 8. 

One stock that has not participated in the 
rise is MA. There has been no news and the 
shares have hardly traded all week at .026.LC 
appears to have solved some of its problems 
and the shares have moved up modestly so 
MA could be next. There are reports that 3 
bidders are waiting to bid for the land adjoin- 
ing Philex so it is a question of getting the 
company to make amends with Minister 


Reyes. They behaved badly so itis up to them 
to eat humble pie. I feel that itis a question of 
when, rather than if, they will get a permit. 
‘The downside is small but the upside could be 
considerable. This is not an invitation to BUY 
or SELL the shares and I do not hold any stock 
in the company. 

‘The dollar has been extremely weak over 
the past 2 months and I believe the down- 
trend will continue. This is good for all com- 
modities, especially gold, which tends to be 
bought in times of uncertainly as a safe haven 
against а deteriorating dollar or the threat of 
inflation. The US economy is surprisingly re- 
silient, but there are signs of inflation creep- 
ing in, certainly enough for FED Chair 
BERNANKE to indicate that there may be fur- 
ther interest rate hikes to come. 

JP MORGAN expects gold to reach $800 on 
ounce, and a group of strategists on 
BLOOMBERG expects gold to reach $850 
next year. I am inclined to agree with them 
and any correction in the mining sector would 
be an opportunity to accumulate stocks, such 
as PX. 

CLSA said, “There could be some hiccups, 
but the trend of more money coming into Asia 
wil! continue because ASIA is where the long- 
term growth is and Americans are beginning 
to realize that.” The sectors with the greatest 
growth potential are: The mining sector 
where billions of dollars are waiting to be in- 
vested; and the business outsourcing centers, 
which have diversified their interests in order 
to use their space during the day time. 

Over the past six years, four years with the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, 1 have answered 
about 98 percent of all the e-mails addressed 
to me. These are from readers who ask for 
opinions on stocks, commodities, forex, tech- 
nical analysis courses, books, whether their 
children should go into stockbroking, the US 
market, local bonds, mutual funds, etc. 

Because of the active and rising marker, the 
number of inquiries now exceeds 50 a day, 
and as 1 do not have a secretary and I type 
with one finger until far into the night, I have 
decided that enough is enough. So, for the 
time being, at least, I will not be answering 
any more queries. In any event, these should 
be directed to your stockbroker. He is not 
there simply to execute orders; he should also 
provide a service. 


Cost-cutting helps reverse 
ABS-CBN fortunes in 1st quarter 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


‘A MASSIVE RETRENCHMENT IN 2005 AND 
‘aggressive cost-cutting helped the country’s 
‘biggest broadcasting firm post a profit in the 
first quarter, reversing a net loss reported in 
‘the same period last year, the company said 
yesterday. 

ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. also present- 
‘ed to analysts and media its acting chief finan- 
‘cial officer, who replaced longtime CFO Ran- 
"olph Estrellado, the person credited by 
gnany in steering the company through some 
‘of the direst financial straits in its history. 

1. Acting CFO Geronimo C. Estacio said that it 
Was his second time to hold the position, hav- 
ing been ABS-CBN's top finance manager un- 
111099 before Estrellado came on board. 

2: "Randy (Estrellado] is a very good man," 
"e-said when asked about his predecessors 
Теаоп for leaving. "He left to pursue other in- 
генз outside of the industry.” 

T Teremains unclear how Estrellado's depar- 
{fire will affect the company's relationship 


with its creditors, many of whom deal with 
him directly. The company has more than 
P4.4 billion worth of long- and short-term 
debts with various creditor-banks. 

During the briefing, Estacio highlighted the 
moves taken by the company to post а P121- 
million profit in the first quarter of 2006, 
compared with а P132-million loss during the 
same period last year. 

“The turnaround is attributable to a lower 
cost base brought about by last year's head- 
count optimization as well as more judicious 
production cost spending,” the company 
added in a statement. 

Estacio warned, however, that the first- 
quarter performance of the company was "not 
indicative" of how it would perform for the 
rest ofthe year. 

"Even during the good old days of ABS- 
CBN, the first quarter was never indicative of 
full-year performance," he sai 

Airtime revenues improved by 4 percent as 
the company continued to improve its hold on 
the primetime slots. Revenues were also 


Group unveils P8-B blueprint ... 


Fror page BI 

Dubbed as a “city that works,” FBDC vice 
thair and concurrent ALI chair Femando Zobel 
dé Ayala said the new master plan for the 36- 
hectare “city center” would feature five critical 
Plements. These are: A road network with a grid 
layout that would allow for more efficient traf- 
fic management as opposed to the old current 
tircular road network; ample parking spaces for 
current and future requirements; fully planned, 
Integrated and managed transport system such 
25 dedicated bus lanes and pedestrian walk- 
Ways that will make it easy to access and travel 
‘around the community; significant portions of 
dand allotted for a number of landscaped areas 
throughout the city and making each reconfig- 
red lot in the city center a "prime" space. 

“Our vision for (the Global City) is that it will 
be a dynamic, thoroughly modem, district and 
‘community that will feature a mix of commer- 
cial, residential and retail land uses," Zobel said. 

АШ executive vice president Vincent Tan admit- 
ted shat the full implementation of the master 
plam would result in a significant loss of saleable 
Тапфагеа of more than 6 hectares. Lots within the 
red was last sold at P140,000 a square meter. 


Shares fall 3.16% 


fresh concerns over the outlook for the dollar 
and interest rates. 

At this stage, the losses look to be no more than 
‘healthy profit-taking in a market at near seven- 
year highs which will allow some consolidation. 
‘and then a resumed advance but investors will 
still be nervous to see stocks stabilize. 

‘The composite index lost 79.47 points to 
2,438.73, after trading between 2.41981 and 
2,507.88. This was the fall since July 4 
Jast year, when it lost 79.58 points or 4,20 percent. 


"Tn revising the master plan for the city cen- 
ter, we actually lost a significant amount of 
saleable land, not a decision any businessman 
makes lightly. But the plan we now have works 
better in ай respects. Is rectangular street grid 
leads to reduced traffic congestion, more lots 
with regular shapes and better distribution of 
amenities. For all this, the loss of saleable land 
isa price we are quite willing to pay" Tan said. 

‘One ofthe anchor features of the new Bor 
facio Global City master plan is а P600-mi 
lion retail project dubbed "Promenade, 
which will be opened by December. 

The Promenade strip, which is 40 meters 
wide and 500 meters long, or as wide as Ayala 
‘Avenue, will be lined up with more than 80 
retail shops and restaurants. 

Filadelfo Rojas, chair of the Bases Conver- 
sion and Development Authority, said a num- 
ber of embassies have expressed their desire 
to locate in Bonifacio Global City. 

ALI officials confirmed that the Singapore 
Embassy has acquired а 10,800-square-meter 
lot within the Global City. Construction of its 
new headquarters may start within the third 
quarter this year. 


eee FrompageBt 

Volume was 2.93 billion shares worth P2.7 
billion. 

Losers beat gainers 199 to 23, with 35 
stocks unchanged. 

“This sharp correction is healthy and ac- 
ceptable, In fact, it is very much welcome,” 
said Nestor Aguila of DA Market Securities. 

The market had riser more than 20 percent 
since the start of the year, with the run-up ас- 
celerating in the past two weeks, when it 
‘went up by more than 7 percrnt. АЕР 


boosted by license fees from the migration of 
North American direct-to-home subscribers 
to DirecTV's platform, the company added. 

Gross revenues rose by 14 percent year-on-year 
to P39 billion, driven by fees from DirecTV and 
higher airtime revenues. Gross airtime revenues 
reached P22 billion, up 4 percent compared to 
P2.1 billion in the first quarter of last year. 

“Although ratings were almost flat year-on- 
year at 14 percent in the first quarter, parent 
airtime revenues grew 3 percent due to a re- 
covery in the primetime ratings in Metro 
Manila specifically in the 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
block,” the company added. 

‘Total expenses increased by 4 percent to 
P3.7 billion on the back of higher cash operat- 
ing expenses. 

"These expenses, however, include a non- 
recurring charge amounting to P208 million. 
in marketing expenses related to migration in. 
DirecTV" it added. 

Without this nonrecurring item, total ex- 
penses were down 2 percent year-on-year to 
P3.5 billion. 


Online broker 
sets IPO in June 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COM- 
mission (SEC) has approved the application 
of online broker CitisecOnline.com to register 
its securities, paving the way for the company 
to pursue an initial public offering this year. 

In its application filed with the SEC, Ci- 
tisecOnline said it plans to offer 110 million 
shares at between P1 and P1.50 apiece. This 
will raise roughly P110 million to P165 mil- 
lion in gross proceeds for the online broker. 

‘The shares to be offered represent 25.6 
percent of CitisecOnline’s total issued and 
outstanding capital. 

The proceeds after deducting expenses will 
be used for working capital requirements, 
capital expenditure, advertising and market- 
ing expenses, the expansion of its business 
center as well as fund education plans. 

Capital requirements this year are estimat- 
ed at P53.5 million. 

After its proposed offer, CitisecOnline will 
have a total of 430 million in issued and out- 
standing shares or a market capital of be- 
tween P430 million and P645 million using 
the company's proposed IPO price range. 

Total assets—consisting of cash, property 
and its trading right—as of December 2005 
stood at P457.6 million. Ir incurred a consoli- 
dated net loss of P2.04 million in 2005. 

GiisecOnline will be the first purely online eq- 
"utes trader to list on the bourse by June this ear. 

The company was incorporated in 1999 
and began commercial operations in 2001. 

1t wanted to tap Filipino investors overseas 
through its online trading and information 
services. 
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By Doris С. Dumlao 


'UCPB-CIIF FINANCE AND DEVE- 
lopment Corp., the finance arm of 
United Coconut Planters Bank, 
has lent more than P2 billion to 
small coconut farmers as of 
March, benefiting 238,990 rural 
households. 

СПЕ Finance said in a stata- 
ment yesterday that for the first 
quarter of this year alone, it re- 
leased P94.89 million in new 
loans to small coconut farmers, 
bringing the total loans it has pro- 
vided to the sector to P2.2 billion. 

CHF Finance president Edgar- 
do Amistad said the new loans fi- 
anced the on-farm and off-farm 
livelihood activities of 11,161 
more small coconut farmers, rais- 
ing the number of households as- 
sisted by the companys credit 


programs. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 
UCPB unit lends P2.2B to small coconut farmers 


unit to focus and speed up deliv- 
СПЕ Finance was organized by ery of credit, in a bid to create ad- 
UCPB in 1994 as a specialized ditional income opportunities in 


farmers. 


‘The program was launched in 
2001 and now accounts for 16 
percent of total loans granted so 


far 


The credit experience has been 
very good with 93 percent of out- 
standing loans in “current” or 
healthy paying status, Amistad 


said. 


Mining seen generating 30,000 
new jobs in Caraga, DTI says 


BUTUAN CITY—AN ESTIMATED 30,000 TO 
50,000 more people will be employed in 
Caraga this year because of the entry of three 
mining firms here, according to the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry. 

DTI director Brielgo Pagaran said one of 
the mining firms scheduled to start its mining 
operations this year was the Chinese-owned 
Jinchuan Baosteel, which takes over the 
Philnico mines in Nonoc Island, Surigao City. 

Philnico owns the Surigao Nickel Plant, 
which suspended operations in 1986 due to 
economic reasons. 

"The potential for employment in these 
mining activities is between 30,000 to 
50,000," Pagaran told the INQUIRER. 

He said that with a combined investment of 
3 billion, the operation of the new mines 
‘would also uplift the condition of the region. 

Caraga is rich in gold, chromite, nickel, lime- 
stone, manganese, silver, iron, and marble. 

But despite being one of the country’s min- 
eral-rich areas, Caraga remains among the 
poorest regions. 

Pagaran said he believed that the mining 
industry would eventually help alleviate 
poverty in the region. 

"Mining is a boon to our region in terms of 
employment and livelihood," he said. 

The environmental research group Alter- 
mate Forum for Research in Mindanao 
(Afrim), however, believes otherwise. 

Afrim said prospects were high that more 
people would be displaced by the mining op- 
erations, which would negate the benefit of 
the mines’ generating more jobs. 

"More people, especially from the tribal mi- 
norities in Caraga, would be driven out of 
their lands,” Afrim executive director Victor 
Parra said. 

Parra said some 116 firms have so far ap- 
plied for mining concessions in the region, 
covering 339,324.41 hectares of land. 

Most of the areas are inhabited by indige- 
nous peoples, hesaid. Franklin A. Caliguid, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Loans benefiting close to 240,000 rural households 


coconut-producing communities. 

The company said it was im- 
plementing six credit programs in. 
62 of the country’s 64 coconut- 
producing provinces, including a 
Grameen-type 
lending program for the wives 
and daughters of small coconut 


This means that the small co- 


bers and officers of coconut 
farmer cooperatives, including 
courses in basic management, 
project development and man- 
agement, financial analysis, cred- 
жапа financial management, and 
various technology transfer mod- 
ules such as, copra trading, cattle 
breeding and fattening, ‘and 
swine, crab and coffee produc- 
tion, 


conut farmers were generating 
sufficient additional income from 
their livelihood activities to repay 
their loans. 

‘Amistad explained that the key 
to the credit programs’ success 
had been the continuing activities 
being carried out by 
CHF Finance 00 
strengthen the orga- 
nizational, technical, 
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Philippine National Bank 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of the Philippine 
National Bank will be held on May 30, 2006 at 8:00 a.m. at the Ballroom, Upper Lobby, 
Century Park Hotel, 599 Pablo Ocampo Sr. St, Malate, Manila. 2 


The Agenda for the meeting is as follows: 


Call to Order 

Secretary's Proof of Notice and Quorum 

Approval of the Minutes of the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting held 

оп May 24, 2005 

Report of the President on the Results of Operations for the Year 2005 

Approval of the 2005 Annual Report 

Approval of the Amendment to the Amended By-Laws (transfer of the. - 

position, powers and duties of the Chairman of the Board in Sections 6,1 

and 63, Article VI captioned "Officers" to Section 5.4, Article V captioned 

“Board of Directors") 

Ratification of All Acts, Resolutions and Proceedings of the Board of 

Directors and Corporate Officers since the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ 

Meeting 

Election of Directors 

Appointment of External Auditor 

Other Matters 

Adjournment " 
Minutes of the 2005 Annual Stockholders! Meeting as well as resolutions of the 
Board of Directors from May 25, 2005 will be available for examination during office 
hours at the Office of the Corporate Secretary. 


Only stockholders of record as of May 2, 2006 will be entitled to notice and vote 
at this meeting, Registration will begin at 6:00 a.m. 


If you cannot personally attend the meeting, you may designate your authorized 
representative by submitting a PROXY to the Office of the Corporate Secretary not later. 
than 5:00 p.m. on May 25, 2006. Any proxies so received will be validated on May 26, 
2006, 9:30 a.m., at the Office of the Stock Transfer Agent at Allied Bank Center, 6754 
Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 


Pasay City, March 24, 2006 
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Balance-of-payments surplus seen 


Boosted by higher OFW 
remittances, bonds sale 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES LIKELY SUS- 
tained balance-of-payments sur- 
pluses of about $283 million in 
March and $43 million in April on 
strong foreign exchange inflows, 
preliminary data from the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas showed. 

‘The surplus in March brought 
the first quarter BOP surplus to 
$23 billion, or more than three 
times the $782 million surplus reg- 
istered in the same period last year. 

‘The BOP surplus further rose to 
about $2.35 billion in April, much 
higher than the $887 million posted 
in the four-month period last year. 

The estimates were based on 
the change in net international 
reserves and had yet to include 
revaluation adjustments. 

‘The BOP measures the foreign 
exchange transactions between 
the domestic economy and the 
rest of the world. Its major compo- 
nents are the current account, and 
the capital and financial account. 

‘Any transaction that gives rise to 
а foreign exchange payment by а 
Philippine resident, such as impor- 
tation or debt servicing, is a deficit 
item in the BOP while any transac- 
tion that gives rise to receipt of for- 
eign exchange—such as borrow- 
ings, exportation and inward re- 
mittances—is a surplus item. 

Since the start of the year, the 
countrys BOP has been supported 
by the national governments i 
creased foreign exchange deposits in 
the BSP (raised through bond sales 
ог loans), the BSP's own foreign ex- 
change operations, inflows from for- 


Changes in Alabang у 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


eign private investments and over- 
seas Filipino workers remittances. 

In the meantime, the country’s 
foreign exchange reserves also 
surged to a new high of $20.91 
billion in April. 

‘The BSP has taken advantage 
ofthe strong inflows to beef up its 
gross international reserves by 
buying dollars from the spot for- 
eign exchange market. 

The GIR—consisting of the 
ВРУ gross foreign currency hold- 
ings, gold reserves, special draw- 
ing rights from the International 
Monetary Fund and foreign in- 
vestments—is an indication of the 
country’s ability to service the for- 
eign exchange requirements of 
the economy mainly for importa- 
tion and debt servicing. 

For March and early April, the 
BSP was seen as a net buyer of 
dollars at the Philippine Dealing 
System. 

In the first week of April alone, 
the BSP's net dollar purchases 
amounted to nearly $200 million. 
For March, its net buying position 
amounted to about $428 million. 

The latest BSP statistics showed 
that OFW inflows coursed 
through the banking system 
surged to an eight-year high of 
$1.03 billion in March. This was 
15.6 percent better than the in- 
flows a year ago. The double-digit 
growth brought the total OFW re- 
mitances in the first quarter to 
$2.8 billion or 14.6 percent higher 
than the level posted last year. 

Inflows from OFWs are season- 
ally stronger in April and May in 
time for the opening classes. 
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at $2.35B 


‘THEY SAY IN BUSINESS THESE DAYS YOU 
must take in partners, or else... 

‘Well, they say that without partners, your 
chances of survival in this global age get low- 
er than Gloriaetta's height in high heels. 

For their partner in Equitable PCI Bank, the 
SSS and the GSIS—the pension funds of mil- 
lions of lowly Filipino workers—have the SM 
group of mall operator Henry Sy. 

Together the SSS and the GSIS owned 
more than 40 percent of the bank from the 
start, while the SM group bought the 24 per- 
cent holdings of the Go family only last year. 

Without much ado, Henry Sy's favorite 
child Tessie Sy-Coson, former chair of Banco 
де Oro, took control of EPCIB. 

Since when did 24 percent become bigger 
than 40 percent, and the SM group could con- 
trol the bank? 

But the thing is that the SSS and the 6515, 
even with their combined 40 percent owner- 
ship, allowed the SM group's people in BDO 
practically to take charge of EPCIB. 

‘That should give BDO, plus the entire SM 
group of course, complete access to the trade 
secrets of EPCIB. You know—things like its 
business with big clients! 

Really, why did the SSS and the GSIS step 
aside for the SM group, when it was clear that 
the SM group's business interest clashed with 
EPCIBS? 

Don't tell me it's because the government is 
in command of the pension funds, and the SM 
group, in turn, is in command of the govem- 
ment. 

During the time of the Go family in EPCIB, 
before they sold out to the Sy family, the Mer- 
cury chain of drugstores was one of the 
biggest accounts of EPCIB. 

From what I hear, the country's biggest re- 
tail business—even bigger than the retail por- 
tion of the SM group—left EPCIB. Or at least 
Mercury moved the bulk of its banking busi- 
ness elsewhere. 

‘The biggest problem of EPCIB, you see, is 


‘THE P8-BILLION REHABILITATION OF 
‘South Luzon Expressway is facing delay 
as a government consultant proposed 
changes in the design of the recon- 
structed Alabang viaduct. 

In a press conference, South Luzon 
‘Tollway Corp. president Mark Dumol 
said the government consul- 
tant—French engineering company 
BCEOM—had proposed significant 
changes in the design of the viaduct. 

“They want us to strengthen the 
foundations and [to use stronger 
grade steel" he said. 

Ошто! said SLTC and its contractor, 
Katahira & Engineers International 
have no choice but to comply with the 
redesign as proposed by the French 
consultant, which reports to the Toll 
Regulatory Board. 

SLTC will shoulder the additional cost 
of the redesign if it would mean ensur- 
ing the safety of motorists, he added. 

о far, the company's target to start. 
the rehabilitation work on the Alabang 
viaduct by June or July still stands, al- 
though Dumol could not completely 
rule out further delays. 

He added that other segments of the 
project were also facing delays, especially 


REDESIGN aimed at ensuring road safety 


in securing the land needed for the final 
phase of the highway between Calamba, 
Laguna and Sto. Tomas, Batangas. 
Dumol said the government had suc- 
ceeded in securing only 17 percent of the 
land required for the project as opposed 
to the 40 percent or 50 percent that 
should already be covered at this time. 


"We've been promised this for a long 
time now,” he said, adding that he was 
not expecting trouble down the road as 
the area only had about 100 informal 
settlers, while the rest is mostly idle 
land held by private landowners. 

SLTC is a joint venture between 
Philippine National Construction Corp. 


Business clash 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. Banal IIT. 


precisely the conflict of interest from the SM 
group (24 percent ownership)—the very 
same partner of the SSS and the GSIS (40 per- 
cent ownership). 

‘The same confit of interest messes up our (SSS 
and GSIS members) investment in EPCIB. Thats 
why in the stock market, they are saying that the 
bank Б not eaming as much asit can. 

Say what you will about the Go fami- 
Jy—how they outfoxed the 555 and the GSIS 
in the buyout of the old PCI Bank—but, at 
least, it had only banking for its main busi- 
ness. 

Even in Binondo, the old Equitable Bank 
thrived on the personal relationship of its 
founder Go Pai Lan with the moneyed clients. 

But now with the SM group having a finger 
in every sensitive operation of EPCIB, nobody 
can blame its big clients if they start worrying 
about the conflict of interest. 

Look—the SM group competes directly 
with EPCIB customers. The same customers 
may think that since the SM group controls 

not hard for somebody in the SM 
groups other businesses to get information 
on what the competitor is doing 

Import LCs, for instance—they аге one way 
of knowing the inventory of the other guy! 

In the case of Mercury Drug, it competes 
with this new drugstore chain called Wat- 
son's—possibly a worthy challenger to the 
dominance of Mercury in the drug retail busi- 
ness. 

‘One of the major stockholders of Watson's 
is the SM group. 


Sure, having a business partner in this 


project design proposed 


and Malaysian toll road operator MTD 
Capital Bhd. Its project involves the re- 
abilitation of the Marcos-era Alabang 
viaduct, the widening of SLEx from Ala- 
bang to Calamba, and its extension to 
the Southern Tagalog Arterial Road. 

Once completed by the end of 2008, 
the highway will cut travel time from 
Alabang to Sto. Tomas, Batangas to 30 
minutes from about an hour at present. 

Dumol said the project would also 
double the vehicle capacity of SLEx 
from an average of 100,000 vehicles 
per day то 200,000 vehicles, which 
would be reached in 2013, at the earli- 
est. 

‘At present, a maximum of 150,000 
vehicles use SLEx daily. 

The SLTC chief added that the Inter- 
national Finance Corp.— the private eq- 
аку arm of the World Bank—was ex- 
pected to seal a $50-million financing 
deal for the project next month, 

‘The balance of the funding require- 
ment, amounting to $80 million to 
$100 million, will likely be funded by a 
syndicate of local banks. 

Dumol is hoping that this funding 
component will be peso-denominated 
to protect the company from foreign 
‘currency risk that any peso devaluation 
may bring. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE JOINT FOREIGN CHAMBERS OF COM- 
merce in the Philippines yesterday expressed 
impatience over the delays in the approval of 
measures that grant incentives to locators in 
Clark Special Economic Zone. 

The JECCR which groups seven foreign 
business groups, said in a statement that it 
was now almost a year since the Supreme 
Court declared void the perks that investors 
in Clark were enjoying. These, it said, were 
the incentives offered to investors by the gov- 
ernment in the course of converting the for- 
mer military base into an investment haven. 

JECCP members include the American, 
Australia-New Zealand, Canadian, Euro- 
pean, Japanese and Korean chambers of 
commerce and the Philippine Association 
of Multinational Companies Regional 
Headquarters, 

The group represents about 1,700 multi- 
national companies that have substantial 
investments in the Philippines. 

Business groups have been clamoring for 
а new law that specifically grants Clark lo- 
cators fiscal and non-fiscal incentives. 

"How long does it take to correct a leg- 
{slative mistake?" the JFCCP said, "Should 
foreign investors close shop and leave the 
Philippines before a corrective legislation is 


Business groups seek law 
on perks for Clark locators 


passed?” 

It said that as the waiting got longer, 
business risks to existing investors "would 
become real and could lead to business clo- 
sures, loss of jobs and a very negative im- 
pact on the country's investment image.” 

"There is much talk these days about 
amending the Constitution to liberalize re- 
strictions on foreign investments,” JFCCP 
said, “While this is an important reform, we 
urge urgent attention to the concerns of ex- 
isting investors, such as those who current- 
ly employ thousands in Filipinos at Clark." 

ЈЕССР called on the House of Represen- 
tatives to pass House Bills Мо. 4900 and 
No. 4901 as soon as it resumed session. 

‘Also, the group urged the Senate to do 
the same soon after so that a measure could 
be finalized before the next recess begins 
on June 10. 

HB 4900 grants tax amnesty to existing 
investor-locators at the Clark, John Hay, 
Morong and Poro Point SEZs, which are po- 
tentially harmed by the Supreme Court rul- 
ings. 

НВ No. 4901 amends the Bases Conver- 
sion Development Act of 1992 “to rectify 
the legislative oversight" by providing the 
same tax incentives that Subic locators en- 
Joy to business establishments at the (four) 
special economic zones. 


Mining firm fears 
foreclosure of assets 


LAFAYETTE (PHILIPPINES) INC. 
yesterday confirmed reports that 
its assets might be foreclosed by 
creditors and that this might hap- 
pen soon because of its failure to 
resume the operations of its Ra- 
pu-Rapu mining project in Albay. 

“Foreclosure by the creditor 
banks of Lafayette is a possibility in 
the near term as result of the delay 
їп the projects restart which was 
originally slated for mid-March,” 
the company said in а statement. 

Operations at the Rapu- Rapu 
mining site was stopped last Oc- 
tober after cyanide spills from its 
gold, copper and zinc mines pol- 
tuted a nearby river. 

One incident involved me- 
chanical and human error and а 
second was caused by heavy 
rains, reports said. 

"The project is losing P150 mil- 
lion or $3 million a month in the 
past six months in terms of main- 
tenance (costs)," LPI said. 

"The banks and the investors 
are worried about the uncertain- 
ty of a restart even after the com- 
pany had declared it had already 
fully complied with all the gov- 
emiment's requirements and con- 
ditions,” the firm added. 


Last month, the Chamber of 
Mines of the Philippines said it was 
planning to come up with a guide- 
book that would spell out what were 
required and expected of firms, local 
governments and communities with 
regard to mining activities. 

‘CMP president Benjamin Philip 
б. Romusidez said the group 
would seek the help of the Bishops 
Businessmen's Conference to 
bridge the gap between the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines and the industry, and to 
solicit cooperation from all sectors 
that have stakes in the industry. 

Romualdez said CMP realized 
that the CBCP's negative com- 
ments about the industry was in 
reaction to the Rapu-Rapu prob- 
lem and that efforts would be 
made to prevent similar incidents. 

He said the group was calling. 
for stakeholders in the industry to 
work together on the proposed 
guidebook. 

He added that the guidebook 
would make clear what parties 
are expected to do to help remove 
suspicion that mining firms bribe 
their way around and hoodwink 
local communities. Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


country, preferably a big-time foreign compa- 
ту, can open the door to а lot of opportuni- 
ties. 

But talk in business lately, particularly 
among foreign banks here, has it that certain 
multinationals are already being pushy with 
their local partners, Hmm. Maybe they think 
that this country is still their countries’ 
colony. 

That the foreign partners are looking after 
their interests in the local ventures, is quite 
understandable. 

But when their meddling is already derail- 
ing millions—or even billions—of pesos 
‘worth of deals, their “good intentions” can 
easily turn into something that the road to 
hell is being paved with. 

Still, many other foreign firms give their lo- 
cal partners a lot of rope. For one, who but the 
locals know the ins and outs of doing business 
here? 

First Pacific of Hong Kong, for instance, 
which is owned by Indonesia's Salim fami 
allowed its people here to make the hard de 
sions, even when they were already running 
the conglomerate to the ground some years 
ago. 

Well, those guys are now delivering to First 
Pacific huge bonanzas through PLDT. Okay, it 
is mainly Smart Telecom! But Smart is part of 
PLDT. 

Anyway Kirin Beer of Japan does not tell its 
local partner San Miguel how to brew its beer, 
and Singapore Telecom does not tell Globe 
how to sell prepaid cards for text jokes. 

Philamlife also has a US-based partner, 
known as the AIG, which, according to re- 
ports, allowed the local insurance firm to ex- 
pand its portfolio. 

Look, even at the turn of the 20th century, 
when the United States was starting to use its 
military might to colonize this country, the US 
military used local scouts. 

And some desk hounds in some multina- 
tionals now think that they know better be- 
‘cause they are an ocean away. Hellol 


Semirara Q1 
profit hits P270M 


COAL PRODUCER SEMIRARA MINING CORR 
said its net income after payment of taxes 
dropped to P270.2 million in the first quarter 
from P339 million in the same quarter in 2005 
asits provision for taxes increased. 

First quarter revenue hit P1.38 billion, con- 
sisting of P1.36 billion in coal sales and coal 
handling revenue of P28.51 million. Cost of 
sales was recorded at P958.68 million. 

Provision for income tax in the first quarter 
amounted to P108.06 million , 13.6 times of 
last year’s tax provision of P7.95 million. 

‘Total material excavation hit 11.5 million 
bank cubic meters (bem) during the first 
quarter, up by 75 percent from year-ago's 
6.58 million bem. Run-of-mine (ROM) coal 
production increased from last year's 584,436 
metric tons (MTS) to 625,165 MTS. 

"Total coal sold during the period reached 
600,026 MTs. Sales to National Power Corp. 
accounted for 50.7 percent or 304730 MTS, 
Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


RFM posts P20M 
in net income 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE FIRM RFM CORP RE- 
ported a net income of P20 million for the first 
quarter of 2006, a five-fold increase from the 
4 million posted in the same period last ear. 

їп a report to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, RFM said good operating funda- 
mentals and judicious spending helped the 
company sustain its recovery. 

АЕМ net sales increased by 2.4 percent in 
the first quarter to Р1.44 billion from P1.40 
billion in 2005, 

Operating income during the quarter 
reached P71 million, up 45 percent from P49 
‘million last year. 

The continuing positive trend in the REM 
group was atributed to the strong performance of 
its flour, ice cream and baked goods businesses, 
‘while other segments focused on lowering their 
cost structures and improving their margins. 


Megaworld posts 
41% rise in profit 


MEGAWORLD CORP. YESTERDAY SAID ITS 
consolidated net income in the first quarter 
rose 41 percent to P605.2 million , from 
430.7 million in the same period last year. 

Consolidated revenuie—real estate sales, 
rental income, hotel income, interest income 
and others—grew to P1 billion from P814 
million in the same period last year. 

Ina report filed with the Securities and ex- 
change Commission, Megaworld said P1.2 
billion in revenue came from the sale of resi- 
dential lots, condominium and office units in 
2006, a 32 percent increase from P912.6 mil- 
lion in the previous year. 

Rental income for the period amounted to 
167.37 million, up 21 percent from P137.94 
million in the same period last year. Elizabeth 
L. Sanchez 


TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2006 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
OF 
P-FOUR, INC. 


Notice is hereby given that P-FOUR, INC. wil file with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission a Certificate of 
‘Amendment of Articles of Incorporation shortening its corporate 
life to April 30, 2005. 


‘Any person who may have a claim against said corporation may 
present the same to the undersigned at c/o. АГРАР 1 Bldg. Sth 
Floor, 140 LP. Leviste Street, Salcedo Village, 1227 Макай City. 
This announcement serves as notice to all parties concerned 
of the dissolution of said Company. 


(Sgd.) ALELI MILITSALA-BONIOL 
Corporate Secretary 
P-FOUR, INC. 
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HOUSE N LOT 4 SALE 


WORTH 13 MILLION 
100 SQUARE METER =LAND | 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg, 
Glorieta-2 
8546530 5897041 
0817.473744 


ww business permit 
2 door, clear tile 
е5 
"Roger Recor 
0919-2917021 
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CLASSIFIEDS . . . —.. 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complex, Merit Road 
Fort Вопйасо, Taguig. Metro Малда 
ты. No. 893-1320. Local 5291 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND REBID 


The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation Is inving all intrested suppliers to 
эрру end азота sealed bids for ho supply and delivery ot the folowing: 

‘SRV and 15k Medium Voltage Switchgoars under FGJ 50988 

Approved Budget - PHP 2,625,000.00 

Екуыу forms and bidang documents shali be avalabie lor issuance at he above 
access cb Harold T. Fontilas starting May 9, 2008, rom 9:30 am. 13:30 p.m. and 
Upon payment c a non-efundabe tee cf P300.00 per document 
For purposes of сату cortan matters, а pre bidcing conference shali be heis on 
May 17, 2008, 2:00 p.m. al the above actress. 
 Appicalins lor eligbilty and sealed bids shall be submited to and registered wih 
{te PNOC-EDC Supply Maragemert Deparimert al the above adress, and ihareañir, 
Gropped in the padiocked bid box thereat not later than 2:00 p.m. (Supply 
Management Department Offce Wali Cock Time) of May 24, 2008. Pubic opening 
дз shall folow immediately Tersar. Late bids shall nol be accepted. 
Prospective bidders shal «кулу conformance to the bidding terms and conditions, 
Bs required, and sail ensure the same rough proper submissionveracution Source 
Отого is irom internal Cash Generation of PNOC-EDC. Ай bids should be within 
the Approved Budget for the Contract in order o quai. 
PNOC-Energy Developmant Corporation reserves the right to annui the bidding 
Process, la reject any or а bida, to waive any ставу in the bids received and 10 
эсер such be which is most advartageous o PNOC-EDC wihout thereby cung 
бошу i fe flected bidder or ders or ary cblgalon io inform Ine элес bidder 
‘or bidders ofthe grouncts) lor PNOC-EDC's action. 


Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 1 
goce icu) 


For your Classified Ads requirements, 
call our Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


BUY'SELLPAWN 
WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRASAL 
8040484/8342886 
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[PROFESSIONAL a CREDO 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


JEWELRY 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL. 


shoal Yen 1067 
саша bog ura 22008) 
Transfer Students 


HEAD OFFICE : 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) 
CUBAO : 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI : 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
KALAW : 528-0213; 527-3342 
MEGAMALL : 635-0219; 635-0220 


‘Secondo Glorieta 1 
Тав 694-0282 
‘Agencia де Makati 
"Tle 889-7956 


RP hosts Asia-Europe 
meeting’s conference of 


labor ministries R 
TOP LABOR OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTA- ? 
TIVES from Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Nd 
member countries convene on recently for a 

two-day conference in Manila. Labor and 
Employment Acting Secretary Manuel б. Imson 
will deliver the keynote address during the 
vent on the theme, “Substatiaing the ASEM 
Dialogue on Social and Employment Issues." 
Participating in the May 11-12, conference at 
the Discovery Suites in Pasig Cty are the Labor 
Ministries of Asia-Pacific countries including 
the ASEAN-10 (the Philippines, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam); as well ав China, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, and European representatives. 

Imson said that the two day event, led by the 
Philippines’ Department of Labor and Employ- 


КА 
Hipolita.” 


Her remains lie in и 
Plains Subdivis 


“Jato your andi, O Lord, I command my уын 


"My heartfelt thanks o friends, family and most of all ro God's precious 
my children: Maricar, Mayan & Ron, Mickad & Grace, Mark 
Danny & Camille. and Mia; grandchildren: Angelica, Cayla, Gabby and 


1а liev of flowers, we would appreciate love offerings 


———— 


Reps be Pigs 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
‘SEC Beg, EDSA Gros, Малад Cy. Metro Manda 


INVITATION TO BID 
FOR THE SALE OF VARIOUS SERVICE VEHICLES 


“The Secure and Exchange Commission, trough is Disposal Commitee iilos 
quaiied biddersbuyors 1o bid for VARIOUS OLDIUSED SERVICE VEHICLES on а 
SASAS WHEREIS” pasis. as flows: 

тен ‘DESCRIPTION 


am 
UNIT 
1997 Honda Ce. Моди ГЕ Lier WIVTEC, | 1 

4 Door with piste по. SEK-535 

1994 Toyota Corolla ХЕ 13 Mars, Dak Blush | 1 
Gray wit plata го. SEA-440 

1994 Toyota Coralia XE 13 Wer, T 
Svar win plata no. SEA-401 

1993 Toyota Tamaraw FX 1.5, 4Oyinder, 7 
White win piale no. SEA-470 

1993 Toyota Tamaraw FX 15, dOyinder, 7 
‘Blue wih plate no. ЗЕА-481 


Tre sald vehicles may bo Inspected during alice hours, Monday to Friday al the 
‘SEC Paring Lat ренга то SEC Buding, Frida Sreet, Greenhills East Subdivision, 
San Juan Cty 

Bidding documents may be obtained st the General Services Division, Human 
Resource and Acmiiatative Deparmert, 4h Floor, SEC Buiding. EDSA, Greenhills, 
Mandaluyong Cty, upon payment ol a non-elundabe fee of Two Hundred Pesos 
(200.0) staring May 8 o 19,2006 from $.00 am. o 5:00 p.m. For futher detalis, 
Boase contact Assistant Direcior Romeo О. Dauag at Tel. No. 727-3320. 

Pre-BidConferenca wil bo on May 19,2008 21200 p.m. at the САМО Conierance 
Room. 2nd Foor, SEC Эшип. 

Осаге (ог submission cl bids shall be on May 24, 2006, 10.00 am. at the 
General Services Divison, 4h Foor, SEC Blog. and immodalalytherealer bids wi 
Se opened at he САМО Conference Room, 2nd Floor, SEC Building 

“The Securies and Exchange Commission reserves he right to reject any or al 
ics to waive any formalios eren and to award tne Sale to a bidder whose proposal 
эз evaluated is mosi advantageous 1o the Commission. 

The SEC also assumes no obilgation whatsosver to compensate or indemnity 
ary bidder or any expense or loss а! may be Incurred inthe preparation of their 
‘ids, тог does guarantee та any award wil ре made at all 

May 5, 2008. 


тимим 
BIO PRICE 


P 20100000 


P 12100000 


P 12100000 


Б 7071029 


P BUG 


(S) BENITO A. CATARAN 
Chairman 
Disposal Commitee 


ROSARIO “CHERRY” A. casai 


Joined ber creator on May 14, 2006 at the age of 66 


In Loving Memory 


On the 2nd Death Anniversary of 


име at the White Plains Chapel, Nathan St. White 
Quezon Cisy. 


be on May 18, Thursday at White Plains Chapel, 9 A. 


She will be laid cores ar Christ che King Crypt, Greenmeadows 


for the Casal charity projec 


ENRIQUE ZOBEL 


1927 - 2004 


Masses will be offered tomorrow, 17th of May 2006 


at the following Churches: 


St. Alfonsus de Liguori Chapel....... 
Magallanes Village, Makati City 


San Ildefonso Parish ... 


ment (DOLE) in partnership with the prominent 
German foundation Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
(FES), are pivotal to the efforts to address 
social and labor issues under the ASEM fold. 
The two-day Manila ASEM conterence shall 
revolve on sessions addressing the following 
issues: 1) How can the Nation States Deal with 
Globalization?; 2) The Decent Work Agenda - 
Putting Principles into Practice; 3) Combining 
Economic Growth with Job Creation - Innova- 
tive Approaches; 4) The Labor Force - between 


LOURDES LMANALO 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos. Quezon Ci 


712-3001 * 743-6502 
Manila : 711-6931 1035 


est a ary 
agens Pans 
Wes enge. ас. 


Manta onora Part. 
Sura, Paranaque Cry 


Qualification and (lack of) Security; 5) Indus- 


FELMBERTO SSON 
trial Relations and Dispute Settlement; and 6) 


настана | 


pem 
[cH 


Pio del Pilar, Makati City 


Sto. Domingo de Silos Parish 
Calatagan, Batangas 
Sanctuario de Antonio Parish 
Forbes Park, Makati City 
St. John Bosco Parish 
Pasay Road, Makati City 


St. James, the Great Parish ................. 
Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City 


Labor Mobility and Migration. 


People, Events? Products 


‘Mult-awarded Side A band attended the 
press conference of the Side AID benefit 


рл at the Айн Theater On the concert 
eve, Side A band will be joined by very 


Post Baccalaureate 


Diploma Program 

‘THE PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL AD- 

vertisers Foundation (Pana) n partnership vith the De La 

‘Salle - College of St. Beniide (DLS-CSB) is offering a 6-module. 

Post Baccalaureate Diploma Program in Marketing Communica- 

tions Management. The program aims to develop and train students’ analytical and 
creative planning skiis through the integration of the Decision Support System. This. 
May, the program wil start its fith module entitled: “The Dynamics of Below-the- 


Line Marketing and Marketing Services”. The module which wil run for 6 week-ends 
from May 27 to July 8, Б designed to provide outstanding leaming by combining ac- 


tual case study examples for discussion purposes, the latest techniques and praci- 
са tools, and methods to promote immediate application back on the job. The ses- 
sions will cover the following subjects: Events Marketing and Management; eCom- 
merce and Web Marketing; Sports Marketing. Music Marketing, and Direct Re- 

sponse Marketing. There wil або be a special session on Marketing the Non-Profit 


A “Our true home is Heaven and 


Jesus Christ whose return we long for 
will come to save шз.” Php 3:20 


OLIMPIO ESTRADA 
POSADAS 


of Urbiztondo, Pangasinan / Quezon City 


Peacefully joined our Creator 
оп May 11, 2006 at the age of 90. 


His loving wife Librada (t); children and 
children-in-law, Ben and Ching: Teddy (f) & 
Estela; Rene & Diane; Hector & Baby; Oscar (t) 
& Mel; Junior & Dolor; grandchildren JC, 
Bobby, Michie, Donna, Ronald, Oly, MJ. 
Gerald, Tyrone, Ryan, Eric, Christian, Hazel, 
Christine, Junelle & Olidol; great grandchildren 
Oliboy, Oele Jim, Hasmin, Habi, Chiar: 
brothers Faustino (t), Gregorio (t), Isidoro; 
sisters Margarita (t), Felisa, Soledad (t); 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Organization. Agepito “Jun” Alcantara Jr current the vice president for marketing of 
‘Asia Brewery Inc wil be the course faciitator. For reservations and inquiries, interest- 
ей parties may visit or cal: School of Professional and Continuing Education (Space) 
room 701, 7th floor, DLS-CSB Angelo King int Center, Arellano comer Estrada 
Streets, Manila. Tel. nos. 523-8888 loc. 341-342; e-mail paces csb edu ph. 


Jollibee’s action-filled summer 

FOR CHILDREN, SUMMER IS ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN. WHAT BETTER 
way to make this an action-packed summer than with the new Jollibee Kids 
Meal featuring Shaman King Fighting Spirits and Totally Spies Chic Art Set. 
‘ime fanatic boys can make their anime dreams come true with the 
‘Shaman King Fighting Spirits action figures. They can collect all three char- 
acters: Yoh Asakura, Tey Racer and Len Tao. For the giris, ЇЗ all about flee 
ing their fashion sense and creativity with the Totally Spies Chic Art Set. 
Now they can bring the Totally Spies adventure home with Clover's Crayon 
Organizer, Sam's Lipstick Stamper and Alex's Sticker Blower. So hurry, visit 
the nearest Jollibee outlet, enjoy Jollibee Kids Meal and get into the action. 


Only CS authorized to distribute Top Gel 
PAPAYA SOAP MANUFACTURER LING NA LAU HAS ACCEPTED A SETTLE- 
ment offer with two other companies, ending a year-long tussle over the. 
trademark "Top Gel T.G. & Device of a Leaf.” Both MCA Manufacturing and 
South Ocean Chinese Drug Store manufactured and packaged papaya whiten- 
ing soaps similar to Top Gel products. The Intellectual Property Office barred 
the two companies from using the Top Gel trademark aftr Ling fied in Febru- 
ary 2005 a case against owners Benjamin Yu and Heidi Cua. The IPO also de- 
nied the two companies’ motion for reconsideration. Yu and Cua offered to 
Seta tha case. Genuine Top Gel products are in laser printed box, Ling sald 
‘She offered a P100,000 reward for every report of imitation that leads to а 
Successful raid. Only CS trading s authorized to distributa Top Gel products. 


‘concert held recently at Melo Restau- 
rantin Quezon Ciy. Al ticket proceeds 
wil go to the Philippine American 
Group of Educators and Surgeons’ 
(Pages Foundation) Operation Hope. 
Side AID is scheduled on May 20, 8 


special quest performers Basil Valdez, 
Agot isidro and Rachelle Ann Go. Side 
AID tickets are valable at all SM Ticket- 
net outlets. For ticket inquiries and 
reservations, contact Ticketnet at 911- 
5555 or visit www ticketnet.com.ph. 


Ice cream for the 


jure conscious 
NESTLE LIGHT & CREAMY, THE 
ice cream for the figure con- 
scious now comes with another 
great flavor, Chocolate & French 
Vanilla combination! Nestié 
Light & Creamy, is made from ай 
natural Ingredients. This prod- 
uct Is 97 percent fat free, con- 
tains 25 percent less sugars 
than regular Ice cream variant, 
yet 100 percent delicious! This 
is one sweet alternative that 
minimizes the total amount of 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial 
Chapel, б. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be today, May 16, 2006 
calories you take in, making ita aru Loyola Memorial Рай 
completely healthy approach to 

dossort. And it's a good source 

of Calcium too. Also avallable, 2 

equally great flavors, Mangoes 

& Cream and Coffee & Cream. 


Marikina City after the 
8:00 a.m. Mass. 
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DOF studies flat income tax rate proposal 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE ENERGY REGULATORY 
Commission is formulating а 
set of incentives to reward 
distribution utilities that 
will cut their system losses. 

ERC chair Rodolfo Albano 
Jr. said in a briefing yester- 
day that the proposed incen- 
tives were in line with the 
regulatory body's efforts to 
bring down electricity rates. 

Albano said that since sys- 
tem losses were passed on to 
consumers, cutting it down 
would ultimately lead to less 
charges for end-users to 
shoulder. 

System losses refer to 
electricity lost due to non- 
technical causes, such as pil- 
ferage, or téchnical causes, 
such as inefficient distribu- 
tion lines. 

1с will also benefit the 
power distributors them- 
selves as system losses be- 
yond certain caps—9.5 per- 
cent for distribution utilities 
and 14 percent for electric 
cooperatives—could по 
longer be passed on to cus- 
tomers. 

ERC commissioner Jesus 
Alcordo noted that accord- 
ing to World Bank data, the 
combined transmission and 
distribution losses of Philip- 
pine power distributors av- 
eraged 14 percent, 10 per- 
centage points higher than 
the losses in Korea. 

‘Assuming that the Philip- 


ERC prepares perks 
for efficient utilities 


pines consumed 40 million 
gigawatt-hours of electricity 
а year, bringing the coun- 
try's system losses down to 
the level of Korea would gen- 
erate as much as P16 billion 
in electricity cost savings. 

“Right now, quite a lot of 
(distribution utilities) are 
going above the cap, al- 
though some are in the 8-9 
percent range. Most of them 
are averaging between 10 
and 11 percent,” he ex- 
plained. 

For those power distribu- 
tors who had been able to 
keep their system losses be- 
low the cap, he said there 
were no incentives for them 
to maintain that level or to 
strive to further reduce their 
system losses, 

“What we're thinking is 
that if they can reduce, 
they'll be given some incen- 
tives. What we're trying to 
do now is to unbundle the 
system losses, to see how 
much of that is technical and 
how much is administra- 
tive,” he said. 

"Once we've unbundled, 
well know what level is 
technical. That will help us 
come up with solutions to 
the problem, including law 
enforcement," he added. 

Alcordo said the ERC had 
yetto come up with concrete 
incentives for reduced sys- 
tem losses, although tax 
perks could be one of them, 
if feasible. 
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Senate committee pushing for uniform 30% tax on income 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SAID IT 
would consider supporting the Senate pro- 
posal to impose a flat tax on the income of 
salaried workers. 

A ranking DOF official said applying a sin- 
gle income tax rate to all individuals would 
make taxation simple, therefore making tax 
collection more efficient. 

The proposal to impose a flat tax came 
from the Senate committee on ways and 
means, headed by Sen. Ralph Recto who is 
pushing for a uniform 30-percent income tax 
on individuals. 

‘The finance official said Recto asked the 
DOF for comments on the proposal, which is 
likely to be formalized into a bill. 

Recto's proposed bill likewise calls for a 
uniform amount of allowable deductions 
from one's taxable income, which he set at 
P100,000. 

This means that salaried workers with an 
income of P100,000 and below are exempted 
from the income tax. 


Income in excess of the threshold will be 
subject to the 30-percent income tax. 

“We are in favor of reform, and so we find 
the proposal worth supporting,” the finance 
official said. 

He said a single tax rate would partly ad- 
dress the problem of under-declaration of in- 
come by taxpayers who want their tax liabili- 
ties reduced. 

But while the DOF is amenable to a flat tax, 
the official said, the agency does not want it 
implemented immediately. 

The government has to first improve its fis- 
cal condition, by wiping out its budget deficit 
for instance, to be able to afford the amount 
of foregone revenues resulting from the pro- 
posal. 

Government estimates showed that Recto's 
proposal would result in over P9 billion in 
foregone tax collections. 

Recto's proposal would result in а net rev- 
enue loss for the government because what- 
ever will be gained from raising the tax rate 
applied on middle-income earners will be 
gobbled up by losses from cutting the tax rate 


slapped on high-income earners. 

Currently, individual income tax ranges 
from 5 to 32 percent. 

Middleincome earners belong to an in- 
come tax bracket of less than 30 percent, 
while high-income earners are slapped the 
highest rate of 32 percent. 

The estimated revenue losses will also 
come from the P100,000 proposed standard 
amount of allowable deduction, the DOF 
said. 

The National Tax Research Center, an at- 
tached of the DOF that studies tax-related is- 
sues, said the government should exercise 
caution in implementing a uniform income 
tax rate, which deviates from the principle of 
progressiveness in taxation. 

Under the principle, higher income earners 
should be imposed a higher income tax rate 

NTRC said middle-income earners might 
raise complaint on inequity. “The scenario 
may create political unrest considering the 
current economic situation in the country" 
the NTRC said in its analysis of Recto's pro- 
posal. 


Regulator sets timetable for deciding on cases 


ТО PREVENT CASES AND PETI- 
tions from dragging on for years, 
the Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion has set deadlines for resolv- 
ing cases. 

‘According to ERC, the new set 
of rules provides for the speedy 
disposition of cases, discouraging 
delays and long drawn out pro- 
ceedings. 

As all cases would be time- 
bound, there would be little or no 
тоот at all for “unwarranted 
postponements or other dilatory 
tactics,” ERC added. 

With these new rules in place, 
cases that normally take between 
three and five months to resolve 
can be decided on in as short as a 
month. 


ducted. 


Despite ensuring a quicker dis- 
position of cases, the ERC said the 
basic principles of due process 
would not be compromised. 
‘Additional proceedings such as 
expository hearings and con- 
sumer hours would still be con- 


This is to ensure that all stake- 
holders, particularly residential 
customers, would be able to clear- 
ly understand all applications that 
‘would affect them, chief of which 
would be those conceming rate 
increases, the ERC added. 

ERC commissioner Alejandro 
Barin said all parties would be re- 
quired to submit pre-trial briefs, 
which would contain the nature 
of their application or opposition, 


many 


ing the hearings. 
prevent additional 


tion of cases. 


last Friday. 


why they were filing a petition 
why they were opposing, how 

messes they would pre- 
sent, and what documents and 
evidence they would submit dur- 


He explained that this would 

'oppositors 
from coming into the picture in 
the middle of the hearings, thus 
preventing delays in the resolu: 


The ERC proposed rules of 
practice and procedures was sub- 
jected to a public consultation 


While not yet formalized, 
Barin said some provisions under 
the new set of rules were already 
being implemented in the ERC to 


ensure the speedy resolution of 
cases. 

"The existing rules were pro- 
mulgated before the (Electric 
Power Industry Reform Act of 
2001), thus, after the effectivity 
of the Epira, the ERC was forced 
to sometimes improvise certain 
provisions to comply with the 
some Epira requirements. 

Accordingly we decided its 
about time that the rules be up- 
dated to make sure that it is con- 
sistent with the said law" ERC 
chair Rodolfo Albano Jr. said. 

The ERC' rules and practice 
and procedures had been around. 
since 1987, then under the now 
defunct Energy Regulatory 
Board. Abigail L. Ho 


Viva Macau plans flights to Davao starting Aug. 


DAVAO CITY—VIVA MACAU AIR- 
lines is finalizing plans to mount 
direct flights to Davao this year, 
Councilor Peter Lavifia said. 

Lavifia, chair of the Sangguni- 
ang Panlungsod's trade and in- 
dustry committee, said Viva 
Macau Airlines has scheduled its 
maiden flight in August, in time 
for the Kadayawan Festival. 

The festival, which means 
thanksgiving for a bountiful har- 


vest, is one of the city’s major ac- 
tivities that have been drawing 
attention from tourists. 

It is also the time when durian, 
the popular product of Davao, is 
abundant. 

Lavifia said Viva Macau Airlines 
chief executive officer Andrew 
Payne had told him about the plan. 

Payne and several other airline 
executives recently visited the city 
to discuss the planned direct fights. 


He said Payne had 


ulatory requirements 


that the Viva Macau group was 
now working to comply with reg- 


planned flight to Davao City 
through the help of Davao del 
Norte Rep. Antonio Floirendo. 

“I believe this is Davao's biggest 
jackpot because this will be the 
first foreign airline to fly to the city 
since we opened the new airport 
three years ago," Laviña said. 


told him “I it is successful, 1 know that 
others will follow,” he said. 

Lavifia said airline officials also 
told him that they planned to 
make Davao as Viva Macau Air- 
line's springboard to south Pacific 
destinations, including Рот 
Moresby in Papua New Guinea. 

He said the new carrier also 
aims to bring in tourists from 
Macau, Judy Quiros, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 
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Muhlach twins adopting dad’s habit 


By Linda B. Bolido 


GA MUHLACH BELIEVES IN 

starting 'em young. So he 

has introduced his twins, 
Atasha Aaron and Antonio Andres, 
to his habit of having oatmeal ev- 
ery day. 

The new celebrity endorser of Quaker 
Oats, the best-known oatmeal brand, got a 
very emphatic reminder recently of the 
healthful properties of oatmeal. 

His cholesterol level, he says, exceeded 
the desirable level of less than 200 (though 
he is quick to add it isn't because of all the 
fried chicken he eats) 

‘Though Muhlach says oatmeal has always 
been part of his diet, a regular regimen of at 
least 70 grams of oatmeal every day brought 
his cholesterol level down to a healthy level 
ofless than 200. 

His daily intake of oatmeal, not just at 
breakfast but sometimes several times a day, 
also enabled him to lose some 15 pounds in 
just three months. 

Now down to 160 pounds, Muhlach is 
working to lose 20 pounds more. 

‘Oatmeal not only has fiber but also acts 
like a sponge, mopping up cholesterol, par- 
ticularly the bad kind, in the body. High lev- 
els of bad cholesterol increase the risk of 
heart disease. 


semaine 
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THOUGH oatmeal is usually eaten with milk 
and fruits, itis also a popular ingredient for 
baked goods. 


Quaker Oats says, through its “30-day 
Challenge” campaign, volunteer participants 
from different companies registered signifi 
cant reduction in cholesterol levels. 

Participants were asked to have a 70-gram 
bowl (one cup of uncooked cats) of oatmeal 
a day for 30 days. 

In 2003, the first year of the challenge, out 
of 94 participants, 62 percent lowered their 
cholesterol levels by an average of 27 points. 

‘The following year, 72 percent of 98 par- 
ticipants lowered their cholesterol levels by 
an average of 25 points. 

Last year, 72 percent of 94 participants 
lowered their cholesterol levels by an aver- 


Infidelity to the self 


thought that we all can | 

be guilty of being un- | INSIDE 
faithful to ourselves. While ° Out 
infidelity is generally con- ^ 
sidered as an act against an- 
other party, it is actually 
even more devastating 
when ‘committed against 
one's self. 

‘The time has arrived for a higher order of 
the definition of fidelity. 


Self-betrayal 
‚ We are guilty of letting ourselves down 
When we: 

Settle for less. People set standards for 
themselves. The gauge is set by you and by no 
опе else. When we define who we are and 
what we desire most in life, we are already 
setting the standards. 

By raising the bar a notch higher, our ex- 
pectations are also raised. Automatically, our 
consciousness is programmed to attract only 
what is best—not just better, but best. 

By settling for less, you will get just 
that—less than what you bargained for—less 
love, less abundance, less health, less peace of 
mind. 

Remain in denial. Because of the human 
pursuit of power, stability, security, emotions 
are often treated as useless appendages but 
with the capacity to cause pain. The result: 
the regression of emotions. 

According to Dr. Gary Zukav, best-selling 
author of self-empowerment books, “the irrel- 
еуапсу we give to our feelings influences our 
daily lives-—our values and priorities. We sup- 
press our feelings for the sake of maintaining 
the status quo. And the modern-day paragons. 
of this new ‘virtue’ are the hard-nosed busi- 
nessman, the iron-fisted military officer, the 
hard-fighting politician, the battered wife 
who will suffer the blows for the sake of fami- 
ly unity When we are detached from our 
emotions, we become more disconnected 
from our own true selves. So ask yourself, "Am. 
Тіп denial about myself?” 

Give up on ourselves. There is a voice that 
never stops talking. And that is our inner 
guide, teacher and friend. Some call it con- 
science. Others, consciousness. It speaks to us 
constantly each time we need to make a deci- 
sion no matter how big or small it may be. 

‘And its chatter is constant for it does not 
know the meaning of silence—forever regu- 
lating, demanding, advising, nagging. Its role 
is to encourage, uplift and inspire. But the 
moment we pollute the positive talk with fear 
and uncertainty, the talk becomes negative. 
Its language will transform from encouraging 
to discouraging, creating to destroying. 

By giving in to the negative, we give up on 
ourselves. And we lose faith in ourselves, in 
others, in life and in God. 

Stop the bad talk. Stay with the good. Be- 
lieve that you are deserving of goodness. 

Look for a scapegoat. When we blame oth- 
ers for catastrophes in our lives, we are remov- 
ing the responsibility for our choices. Self-ex- 
oneration В an act of cowardice. It is done by a 
person who has no courage to face life square- 
ly or the truth frontally It is, after all, so much 
easier to wash one's hands in innocence rather 
than accept responsibility with bravery, pass- 
ing on the blame to someone else (Le,, your 
gym trainer for the weight gain, your husband 


I: IS AN INTRIGUING 


Cory 
Quirino 


for your shattered emotions, 
your boss for your mental ex- 
haustion). 


Renewal of vows 
‘There is only one you in 
this world. So give it all 
you've got. Beginning today, 
promise yourself that you 
will give yourself more. 

© Honor. Your body needs more caring, 
your heart more nurturing, your spirit more 
liberating. Do the things that will only con- 
tribute to your well-being. 

ө Love. You deserve what you expect and 
you get what you believe you deserve. So be- 
lieve in yourself by loving yourself better now. 
Ifyou are in search of a love that will truly ful- 
fill you and bring you closer to your authentic 
self then, when you find it, claim it and give it 
a special place in your heart and in your ife 

* Praise. The first praise you receive 
should come from yourself, not from others. 
‘Appreciate your value and you will grow in 
confidence. Praise the graces in your life and 
more praises will come to you. Praise life and 
life will praise you in return 

‘© Covenant with self. Sign this affirma- 
tion now. It is your commitment to becoming 
more faithful to yourself: "Beginning today, | 
will be faithful to my dreams, my heart, my- 
self. Signed: 2 

Love and light! 


Text Smart - CQ to 2966 for your beauty and 
wellness update. 


El Shaddai leader's 
daughter joins IAME 


Emmanuel Noli T. Santos, IAME 
chairman-CEO, welcomes Sherry Velarde 
Yambao, daughter of El Shaddai Servant 
Leader Bro. Mariano "Mike" Velarde, 
who enrolled at the B.S. Management 
program of the Intemational Academy of 
Management and Economics (| AME 
[eye-aim}) to better prepare herself for 
corporate carcer. She finished her 
Associate in Arts at the College of San 
Matco, Silicon Valley. California, USA. 
She is current- 

ly vice-presi- 

dem for fi- 

nance and ad- 

ministration of 

MAVCO 

Holdings, Inc. 

Bro. Mike Ve- 

larde obtained 

his MBA de- 

gre at IUF- 

TAME in 1980. 

ют 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


age of 25 points. 

‘Ar the end of the program, Quaker Oats 
says participants said they learned to be 
more health-conscious, adopting а healthy 
diet and making some changes in their 
lifestyles like becoming more active and ex- 
ercising тоге. 

About 80 percent said they would contin- 
ue to eat oatmeal every day. 

Muhlach and the Quaker Oats people 
stress that a daily dose of oatmeal need not 
be just a bow! with milk and probably fruit 
slices. 

The actor says his wife, Charlene Gonza- 
les, is also a believer in healthy eating. She 
uses oatmeal in several dishes, like raisin- 
oatmeal cookies, making it easier for their 
twins, who are now in preschool, to bring 
healthy baon to school. 

For oatmeal recipes, 
http://www.quakeroatmeal.com 


visit 


FRIDAY & BEAUTY 
AGA Muhlach 
says oatmeal 
helped him lose 
excess pounds. 


Simply fill out the BILLS2PAY 
enrollment form from any Metrobank branch 
and fax to 8-700-927. 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL. 


АТОМО AND WEBOY BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


АНАТ ТЗ TAKING сня челну | г меер To Gut WHAT FOR?! “Thank you, Gan Brown, for shattering o "27274 


ТЫЛЫ ану in humans wipe away tho teare of the f д 
мой So LONG To келц? со on-| | се THE PHoNe! | меке ALREADY Brokoanearted and sive peace to the troubled mind. em кыа 
use тне Рнеме?! || лмо? He SAID ° | TALKING ABOUT Thank you, Dan Brown, for making us doubt tho claims of the 


Jew Carpenter whose love st 


Brown, for leaving many of your reader 
‘lowed while you rake in millions of dollars 
your astounding "work of fiction." 


hank you, Dan Brown, for shaking the very foundation 
the Faith that has inspired millions, 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE ue па MAT ^ = 01 MASASABI BABAE NGA,  paANANG CAKE 
YOU BORN TODAY: Youre not afraid to express yourself, even if it means being flamboyant, Your style is so distinc TAN NATING PARANA PARANG stop, NATURAL 
Жест others often imitate you. You are soft-spoken, composed and self-assured, but privately, you are intense and. [m Co NM. SAA ANG UE MAS 


passionate. In your 20s and 30s, you explore life with enthusiasm. Color is important to you. Focus on your closest 
relationships this year. BAWAT ISA SA AATRACT! 
Birthdate of: David Boreanaz, actor; Debra Winger, actress; Pierce Brosnan, actor. 
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FRENCH Erwin Le Gouar, Christopher 
Noto and Singapore Tatler's Wenli Tang 


RITZ Carlton Millenni 
public relations, Anton 


's director of 
ilayko 


Shooting in Singapore 


another ‘country for a photo shoot, 

palanggas. And excited we were, as 
we landed in Singapore to do a fabulous 
10-page spread on that awesome stylish 
woman of substance, Kathy de Guzman, 
for the May edition of the Philippine 
Tatler now on sale. 

Kathy de G., named one of “Singapore's 
"Top Hostesses,” has lived there for the past 
six years, since her husband, brilliant 
country manager of ING Bank Manila Bing 
de Guzman, moved to the Lion City as 
CEO of Asia-Pacific of ING Asia Private 
Bank Ltd., palanggas. 

From the Changi Airport, we were 
whisked off in two BMW limos to the ultra- 
chic, elegant Ritz Carlton Millennia Singa- 
pore. The ever-effcient secret weapon of 
the hotel, director of public relation, our 
very own Southern gent Anton Kilayko, 
made the arrangements for our three-day 
stay in the fab hotel 

The whole management staff gave us а 
warm welcome at the entrance of the Ritz. 
Our jaws dropped as we entered our 25th 
floor sky-high suites with a view of the city 


I: IS EXCITING TO JET OFF TO 


MANDARIN Oriental Manila's 
“Manamit! An Honggo Culinary Festival,” 
until May 19, at Captain's Bar, features 
chef Mary Pauline Gorriceta-Banusing. 


a 


ERATE 
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DURING the to-die-for champagne brunch at Ritz Carlton: moi; mega chef of the hotel Philip. 
‘Agnese and wife, former Manille's Air France top gal, Therese Agnese; Ritz Carlton's Zannie 
Leong; Anton S.D.; and Wig Tysmans 


KATHY de Guzman in front of the breathtaking “Installation” by New 


York's renowned Frank Stella. 


‘Without 
BATTING 
[АМ EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


skyline all around, even from the huge, 
gorgeous bathroom, palanggas. 

Once settied, our divine escort during 
ош stay, Ritz Carlton's dedicated beauty 
and brains, Zannie Leong, treated usto an 
absolutely excellent Sunday champagne 
brunch buffet at the hotel's grand green- 
house restaurant with this colossal mod- 
em glass sculpture by world-renowned 
artist Dale Chihuly. He also did the fa- 
mous Bellagio ceiling in Las Vegas, 
dahlings. 

Here, Anton San Diego and Wig Tys- 
mans, went overboard with the endless 
selection of California, Asian and Mediter- 
ranean dishes. Yes, palanggas, by far, it's 
the best champagne brunch in Asia. 

That night, Kathy de G. prepared a fan- 
tastic dinner that included her cook's spe- 
cialty, the yummy Hainanese chicken. Dur- 
ing the pre-dinner cocktails, our whole 
gang—Tavler editor in chief Anton S.D., 
Tatler society and lifestyle editor M. Ar- 
cache (as in той), renowned photogra- 
pher Wig T, and his assistant Cocoy Sar- 
‘menta—was introduced to Каћуз Singa- 
porean hairdresser, good-looking swoon 
bait Colin Yeo; talented makeup artist, fun 
Eugena Ng; her brilliant stylist and per- 
sonal friend, a renowned couturier who 
lived in Paris for several years before set- 
tling back in Singapore, Yang Derong; 
plus a couple of Kathy and Bings dose 
friends. 

The following day with the help of Zen- 
nie Ng, Anton S.D. and Wig T. chose the lo- 
cations for the shoot. 

We started promptly at 10 a.m., at the 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF AITZ CARLTON HOTEL 


fab glass lobby with the stunning sculp- 
tural masterpiece by famed New Yorker 
Frank Stella at the grand entrance. Here 
ме did Kathy's fantastic photo for this 
month's cover, palanggos. 

Kathy was an absolute trooper, not com- 
plaining even once during the shoot in dif- 
ferent parts of the ultra deluxe hotel, 
palanggos. 

‘After a quick change of outfit a different 
hairdo and fresh makeup, Kathy posed so 
professionally in front of “Moby Dick,” а 
fantastic three-dimensional mural by Stel- 
Ja, at the entrance of the tropical garden 
pool with an impressive waterfall that cas- 
caded from a modem tunnel of webbed 
steel and glass leading to a superb seafood 
restaurant called Snappers. 

‘A couple of steps from the poolside is a 
state-of-the-art fimes center and spa. 

Our next stop was the humongous 
grand ballroom that could host an event of 
epic proportions. 

After a quick lunch of the hotel's famous 
huge hamburgers (1 opted for a yummy 
healthy green salad) at 3 p.m., and anoth- 
ег quick change, we went to the fabulous 
hard-to-beat Ritz Carlton grand suite. 
Kathy was photographed in different poses 
and gowns in different parts of the wow 
suite, palangeas. 

The whole shoot was over 10 hours lat- 
ex, at 8 pan. Kathy popped the cork of a 
bottle of champagne, while chatting with 
Singapore Тайег® vivacious bureau chief 
Claire Hanson and Tatlers deputy bureau 


BAMBI Harper; Niel Tupaz ll, Jo Mari Trenas, Tourism Undersecretary Salv 


‘THE SPECTACULAR Ritz Carlton Suite offers a 
jew of Singapore's bay and skyline. 


chief, adorable Wenli Tang, who we met, 
with her dashing husband Bernard Fung, 
at the beautiful De Guzman mansion dur- 
ing dinner the night before. 

Then we were all treated to a superb 
Chinese dinner by Kathy de G. at the ho- 
tels renowned Summer Pavilion that 
serves Cantonese cuisine fit for a royal en- 
tourage, palanggas. 

Tt was a perfect ending for three days of 
work and the pleasure of being a guest at 
the absolutely awesome Ritz Carlton Mil- 
lennia Singapore, thanks to the hotels 
prime mover and shaker, Anton Kilayko, 
palanggas. 

Check out the online booking through 
wwrwritzcariton.com or call direct, toll 
free, (65) 64345177. 

Yes, dahlings, you're in for champagne 
wishes and caviar dreams at the Ritz 


Food fest 

lolo was in Cosmo Manille once again, 
at the elegant Mandarin Oriental, when it 
launched its heritage food festival as part 
of the National Heritage Month. Apy 
billed “Manamit! (as in, “its so good”) 
Tionggo Culinary Festival,” it is ongoing 
until May 19, at the Captain's Bar, palang- 
gas. 

Opening this definitely not-to-miss 
event were Mandarin Oriental Manila's 
dashing Helmut Gaisberger, together 
with mega talented guest chef and restau- 
тае; brilliant Southern beauty with the 
four B's, Pauline Gorriceta-Banusing of 


Bantug Rufino, Ana Mendoza, Garriceta-Banusing and Helmut Gaisberger 


KATHY de б. gets a retouch from 
Singapore's top hairstylist, Colin Yeo 


Villa Regata Ilonggo Seafood Restaurant 
who was trained at the Culinary Institute 
of America in New York, and at the Insti- 
tute of Culinary Education, formerly Peter 
Kump's New York, no less, palanggas. 

Her trip was arranged by Cebu Pacific's 
vivacious spitfire Ana Mendoza. 

Highlights of the happening, palanggas, 
included an exhibit of former Sen. Loren 
Legarda’s personal collection of designer 
gowns made of hablon and other Panay 
textiles by renowned fashion designer Ra- 
jo Laurel, a real close pal of Pauline G. В. 

Now, palanggas, get this to-die-for de- 
lights at the festival: Sinugba na Baboy na 
may Авага, Adobado na Pantat na may 
Gata, my all-time favorite Kadios Baboy at 
Langka, Batchoy, Native Chicken Binakol, 
Linusgusan na Lukom, Ensaladang Lang- 
ka, plus tons of other onggo yummies. 

Elegant décor touches by Ilonggo stylist 
extraordinaire Robert Blancaflor of 1816 
Flowers were trés apparent. 

longgo personalities hobnobbing dur- 
ing lunch were Gina Espinosa, president 
of Museo lloilo; hip, young socialites "free- 
again” Alana Lopez Montelibano and 
nice Melissa Lopez Salvador; the newest 
adopted daughter of Iloilo, Joanne 
Ramirez of People Magazine, who 
couldn't get enough of the yummies, some 
of which she was tasting for the first time; 
plus other Southern and Manille hotshots, 
palanggas. 

Check out the festival. You'll definitely 
be back for more. I know I will 

For more info, call Charisse G. Chuidi- 
am, director of communications, at 
8199667 or 7508888 ex. 2220. Fax 
8199625 or e-mail charisse@mohg.com 


Ooops! 

In last Friday's column, the names of 
Pepper Teehankee, Johnny Litton and 
Millet Manaquil were inadvertently omit- 
ted from one of the photographs. Sorry for 
the omission. 


ador Sarabia Jr., Вер. Raul Gonzalez Jr., Mita 


WHY IS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
the Philippines panicking over a work of 
fiction? In the last three weeks, sermons 
of parish priests during Mass attacked 
Dan Brown's best-selling novel, "The Da 
Vinei Code,” as well as National Geo- 
graphi’s newly released translation of 
the Gospel of Judas. 

Even Opus Dei, which earlier took a 
"no-comment" stance on the novel, report- 
edly was preparing an official answer to 
Brown's fictitious portrayal of that organi- 
zation as a murderous, shadowy and sinis- 
ter Catholic sect. The movie version of the 
book will have a premiere on May 18. 

Frankly, I couldn't see what the fuss is 
all about. For me the "Da Vinci Code" isa 
cleverly written and exciting thriller with 
a religious theme. Some of the topics the 
author raised are admittedly based on 
speculation and fantasy. But a number of 
them are historically true. 

The novel has been attacked vehe- 
mently by the religious community for a 
number of supposed theological and his- 
torical errors. But every fiction writer is 
entitled to a certain degree of poetic li- 
cense. Brown is no exception. 


Insulting 
It is part of a healthy democratic soci 
ety to have differences of opinion. The 


Intellectual 


problem with some apologists of the 
Church is that, in their attempt to dis- 
credit the novel, they tend ro insult the 
author rather than stick to the issues. 

One Catholic critic, for example, ques- 
tioned Brown's motives, saying he was 
only after the money, that's why he chose 
a controversial subject. Another said the 
author “is obviously anti-Christian.” 

Gee, all that Brown probably wanted 
to do was entertain his fellow Christians 
while provoking serious thought and 
stimulating discussion about the bases of 
their religious beliefs. Why should this 
produce so much anger and hostility 
from the religious hierarchy? 

The problem, as 1 see it, is that the 
Catholic Church throughout its 2000- 
year history has never encouraged inde- 
pendent thinking and intellectual dis- 
sent among members. The faithful have 
always been treated like small children 
who cannot think for themselves. The 
Church cannot stand being questioned 
about its doctrines. 

It is a matter of historical record that 
since the early formation and consolida- 
tion of the Christian Church in the fourth 
century, those who disagreed with offi- 
cial teachings were persecuted and ban- 
ished by ecclesiastical authorities, Op- 
posing beliefs were considered heretical, 


dissent and the Church 
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meaning, “not in conformity with the of- 
ficial teaching.” Worse, they were re- 
garded as “false” or “erroneous” teach- 
ings. 


Inquisition 

The Church even established the 
dreaded Inquisition to run after heretics 
and burn them at the stakes. Hundreds 
of thousands were put to death on mere 
suspicion of being either a heretic or in 
league with the devil, including the inno- 
cent and great warrior Joan of Arc. 

At that time, the Church could easily 
impose its beliefs on the mostly ignorant 
people and prevent them from knowing 
other opinions because it had control 
over all means of communication. Thisis 
no longer possible today because of so 
many alternative sourees of information 
available to the average Christian, 

‘Although the office of the Holy Inqui- 


sition has long been dissolved, a good 
number of priests and the Church's fol- 


Ў lowers still have not gotten rid of the in- 


quisitorial mentality. They still maintain 
a quaintly Medieval way of thinking. 

Опе local dentist, for example, who 
proudly calls himself a “defender of the 
faith,” recently lambasted Elaine Pagels, 
who has a doctorate degree in Religion 
from Harvard University, for her views 
on the Gnostic Gospels and the Gospel of 
Judas. 


Elementary 

When heard him speak during a sym- 
posium on the "Da Vinci Code” spon- 
sored by a publishing house, | asked my- 
self, “Between a doctor of dentistry an 
doctor of religion, who should we be- 
lieve when it comes to religious ques- 
tions?" Elementary logic provides the ob- 
vious answer. 

‘The Church has really nothing to wor- 
ту about. Filipino Christians will not lose 
their faith because of a novel, or because 
of a newly found gospel, which deviates 
from the official teachings, 

But Christian priests and ministers 
should be prepared to answer the many 
questions that the thinking population is 
bound to ask. 

For example, why were Mary Magda 


lene, John the Baptist and Judas Iscari- 
ot marginalized by the Church when 
they all played very important roles in 
the life and mission of Jesus? Why was 
Peter chosen to head the apostles when 
it was to Mary Magdalene that Jesus 
gave that assignment after his resurrec- 
tion? Why do women play a very minor 
role in the Church, when Jesus obvi- 
ously accorded them a special place 
when he was alive? What was the real 
relationship between Mary Magdalene 
and Jesus? 

Jesus never once declared himself 
God. Who then declared him so? Is it not 
true that the books constituting the pre- 
sent Bible were decided by several coun- 
cils beginning with the Council of Nicea 
in the year 325 AD? Weren't there so 
many gospels existing at the rime? Why 
were only four chosen? What was the ba- 
sis for the choice? 

Several hundred bishops attending 
the Council of Nicea disagreed with the 
official choice of what should constitute 
the Bible. They were promptly banished 
by Emperor Constantine with the obvi- 
‘ous consent of the Pope. Is this a correct 
course of action sanctioned by God? 

Many more questions will be asked by 
the faithful which should be addressed 
bythe Church. 


RESEARCH INDICATES THAT 
physical exercise enhances mental 
alertness, concentration, focus, 
memory, decision-making, multi- 
tasking and reaction time. 

But exercise isn't the only thing 
that keeps your brain functioning. 
at its best. Mental or intellectual 
stimulation is also essential for a 
healthy brain. 


Neurobics 

Neurobiology professor 
Lawrence Katz coined the term 
"neurobics" in 1999 to describe 
his "mental aerobics" program. It 
is based on the idea that brain 
cells learn by making new connec- 
tions with other brain cells, and 
that a large part of the brain is 
used to analyze sensory stimulus 
from the outside world. 

Neurobics has become a gener- 
ic name for mental exercises but a 
genuine neurobic exercise has to 
have all these three components: 
Tt must involve one or more senses 
in a novel way, engage your atten- 
tion and add an unexpected ele- 
ment to a routine activity 

Katz calls it “cross-training your 
brain.” He suggests the following 
simple but “unusual” exercises 
from his book "Keep Your Brain 
Alive.” 

* Instead of waking to the usu- 


freshly brewed coffee, 
try smelling something differ- 
ent—such as vanilla, peppermint 
or rosemary. Linking this new aro- 
ma with your moming routine 
will activate new neural path- 


© Go through your morning 
rituals—such as combing your 
hair, brushing your teeth, styling 
your hair, applying makeup, get- 
ting dressed, eating your breakfast 
and so on, using your non-domi- 
nant hand. 

* Shower with your eyes 
closed. Locate the taps, soap and 
so on, adjust water temperature 
and йом, and wash yourself using 
just your tactile senses. Also пу 
losing your eyes as you get into 
your саг find your keys and start 
the car—and when finding your 
keys and opening the door when 
you return home. 

* Make a “sensory canister” 
containing such aromatic sub- 
stances as sage, thyme or cloves 
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Mental aerobics 


and take a whiff when you dial 4 
certain phone number. See if it 
helps you remember the number. 

9 Go to new markets, such as 
an ethnic market, farmers’ market 
ог bakery, to experience new 
sights and aromas. 

For more information, go to 
wowneurobics.com/exercise html. 


Memory exercises 

"Working memory" is the tem- 
porary storage of information you 
need to carry out everyday tasks 
like remembering oral driving in- 
structions or going to the super- 
market with а mental shopping 
list. I’s also the memory needed to 
solve a math problem or read ef- 
fortlessly. 

Sudoku, the numerical logic 
puzzle craze, is a fun (and some- 
times frustrating) way to improve. 
working memory Psychologist 
Neil Stewart of Warwick Universi- 
ty writeS, "In a Sudoku puzzle, 
one needs to hold some digits in 
mind whilst examining the possi- 
bilities for filling in squares. Psy- 
chologists have found that this 
quite specific ability is highly cor- 
related with a person's fluid intel- 
ligence, thatis, how clever you are 
independent ‘of your general 
knowiedge. In a sense, this ability 
to hold information in mind, 
whilst working on a problem, is a 
prime piece of the mental toolbox 
that makes us clever. So, rather 
unsurprisingly, if you're good at 
Sudoku, you're probably a clever 
person." 

Crossword puzzles, meanwhile, 
are a test of your general knowl- 
edge. Specifically how broad your 
vocabulary 8. 

If you have ever wondered 
where you put your car keys or 
struggled to remember the name 
attached to a familiar face, you 
have just experienced a “senior 
moment.” But things aren't as bad 
as they sound. 

Based on a CNN interview with 
Dr. Barry Gordon of Johns Hop- 
kins University, “intelligent mem- 


Karate is her 


JAMIE LIM, DAUGHTER OF BASKETBALL 
icon Samboy "Skywalker" Lim, is not exactly a 
chip off the old block. 

Though more and more girls are going into 
basketball now, the 9-year-old is learning self- 
defense at the Milo Karatedo Summer Sports 
Clinic. 

While she is not sure if she will pursue the 
sport as a professional, she does enjoy the ex- 
perience. 

Her father says getting into karatedo has 
resulted in major improvement in her person- 
ality. She is now more confident, and mingles 
with a lot of other kids. 

He says he's happy about it because the 
benefits of sports are imparted to children. He 
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Discover your perfect combination 
of Angus Beef & Robert Mondavi Wine 
at the Restaurant Le Bellevue from May 1-31, 2006 


Also enjoy Palm Court Bar's Wine Buffet 
Sample over 20 varieties of wine from world-renowned 
vineyards with complimentary cheese platter or hors' dourves for only P850++. 
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ory” is different from the kind of 
memory needed to remember 
where you last placed things. Its 
the kind of memory that makes 
you grow wiser as you grow older. 
"Intelligent memory helps peo- 
ple figure things out faster and 
sparks creativity. It does this by 
storing memories 
learned over time. The brain then 
uses this knowledge to help i 
learn automatically by itself. This 
makes it easier to understand situ- 
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and skilis 


solve problems very 


quickly sometimes even subcon- 


There really is no substitute for 


that comes with expe- 
constantly forgetting 


simple things can be quite irritat- 
ing. Luckily, there are techniques 
available to improve memory 
skills, no matter what your age is. 

For example, to remember a 
name, look for an unusual feature 
in the person’s face and associate 
it with his/her name. Repeat the 
person's name as often as you can 
during the conversation. For more 


exercises, go to 


www.mindtools.com. 


New brainteasers 

Doing the same thing, no mat- 
ter how intellectually stimulatin 
is not as effective as learning new 

according to neuroana- 
tomist Marian Diamond. 

She writes, “It is not enough to 
continue activities in the same 
groove, year after year, with the 
same expenditure of mental and 
physical energy. The brain needs 
new challenges if it is to remain a 
healthy, functioning organ. Trans- 


have been working on 


the same kind of crossword puz- 
zles year after year, itis time to ad- 
vance to more complicated puz- 
zles or to introduce а new game 
that will challenge different skills 
that are lying dormant." 


CE 


Next week: Food for thought 


Visit wvw.tinajuanfitness info 


game 


encourages other parents to enroll their chil- 
dren in the program because it is good for 
physical and social development. 

‘Conducted under the auspices of the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Karatedo 
(AAK), the Milo Karatedo Summer Sports 
Clinic teaches kids the fundamentals of the 
sport їп а unique and scientific manner. 

‘The clinic is headed by AAK senior instruc- 
torand national team coach Juan Carlos "Chi 
no" Veguillas. 

‘The Milo Summer Sports Clinics also fea- 
ture courses on badminton, basketball, bowl- 
ing, chess, football, gymnastics, ice skating, 
lawn tennis, muay, swimming, squash, table 
tennis, taekwondo, volleyball and wall climb- 
ing. 

Call 9147111 


What are the treatment methods for 
patients with Asthma? 


Airflow limitation in asthma is a result of mucosal edema, 
bronchospasm and mucous plugging. Therefore. гелон for 
asthma is intended towards reversal of these processes. ‘The 
tse of bronchodilators like salbutamol or terbutaline through 
sncbulization or oral intake is the frs fine of treatment, The 
antiinflammatory action of corticasteriods addres the 
problem of mucosal edema. Methytxanthines like theophyline 
is considered the second or third line of medication for asthma. 
Its narrow range of toxicity limits its use Non-steroidel 
antiinflammatory agents ог NSAIDS are used in prophylaxis of 
asthma by reducing bronchial hyperreactivity and symploms. 
induced by imitanis, antigens and Non- 
pharmacologic control of asthma attacks is а basic modo of 
толки, wher 


in patients mad aware of those allergens and 
irritas hat stimulate asthma attacks. 


Thus week's answer o our feature question was 
provided by our soven;ear medical service 
prover from General Santos Cy, Dr. Maria 
Helena Veneracion-Garcia. Dra. Helena as she 
commonly ddresed by her patens specialises 

Pedir Pulmonology. She finished her medicine proper from 

UERMALMIC end iater took her specialization cours for Pellaris 

а The Medica City General Hospital In 1995. She then completed 

her sub-specialty raining for Pulmonology tn 1998 at UP-PGII 

Dra. Garcia is a diplomate of the Philippine Pediatrie Society and 

Philippine Academy of Рейатіе Pulmonologisis. She і also the 

Vier Presiden of the Pediatrie Axtocteton of General Santas СИ 

and Community Pediatrie Society of the Philippines. SocSuGen 

(Chapter. MEDICard members may visit her Jor consultation serves 

өз Elizabeth Hospital, The Medical Plaza. Room 103, Mondays 

to Saturdays from 9am-12aoon ond Jpn Зри. 


d esperti of MEDIC and тепе o acer spel. rte Dr chy ur В 


Standing side leg lift 


THIS EXERCISE TIGHTENS 
and tones muscles in the hip 
and buttocks. The muscles of 
the leg you stand on while do- 
ing the exercise are also being 
strengthened. 
greater resis- 
use ankle weights 
or te a rubber band 
above your knees (easier) or 
around your ankles (harder). 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with your hands 
оп your hips and with your 
right leg out to the side. 

2. Lift your leg. 

3. Slowly lower it down to 
starting position. 

4. Do the desired number 
of repetitions, then switch 
sides. 

5. Optional: Before switch- 
ing to the other side, hold the 
leg in lifted position and do 
10 short quick pulses. 

Performance tips: 

1. Keep your toes and 
knee facing forward. If 
you rotate your leg and 

the toes and knee are 

facing the ceiling, 
you will work the 
front of the 
thighs instead 

of the hip. 
2. If you 
need to, use a 
wall or chair for 

balance. 

3. Avoid swinging 
the leg sideways. 

Move slowly by con- 
tracing the muscle 
first. 

4. Keep your shoulders 

facing forward through- 
out the exercise. Avoid ro- 
tating at the waist. 

Repetitions: 

Do 10 repetitions on each 
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